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PROVIDING FOR THE NATIONAL DEFENSE BY REMOVING 
RESTRICTIONS ON NUMBERS AND LENGTH OF SERVICE 
OF DRAFTEES 


TUESDAY, JULY 22, 1941 


Hovst oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
ComMMITTER ON Miuirary AFFaIRs, 
Washington, D.C. 


Tha committee met at 10 a. m., Hon. Andrew J. May (chairman) 
presiding. 

‘The CHairwan. ‘The committee will please be in order. Gentlemen, 
we have met this morning for the purpose of considering House Joint 
Resolution 217 and other similar resolutions [reading]: 
to further provide for the strengthening of the national defense by removing 
the restrictions on numbers and length of service of draftees, and for other 
purposes. 


We have this morning as the first witness Gen. George C. Marshall, 
Chief of Staff of the United States Army. 

The general is in the witness chair, and the chairman would like to 
say to the general we would like to have a. statement from him of the: 
reasons for the resolution; and, during the course of your testimony,. 
if you reach a point where you think some war secret 1s involved that 
should not be disclosed to the public, you are privileged to say so 
and to reserve that for further closed sessions of the committee. 

Now you may proceed, General, and I am going to ask the com- 
mittee to allow the general to complete his statement, after which he 
may be subject to questions by members of the committee. 


STATEMENT OF GEN. GEORGE C. MARSHALL, CHIEF OF STAFF 


General Marsuaut., Mr, Chairman, I have no prepared statement. 
T have already testified twice before the Senate Committee on Military 
Affairs. The first hearing has been printed, and I assume some of 
you have read it. I do not know just to what extent I should repeat 
myself, but I can be guided in that by your questions, if what I say 
now is not sufficient for your purposes. 

I would like to begin with a reference to my biennial report covering 
the period of my first 2 years as Chief of Staff. The recommenda- 
tions submitted in that report were made by me at that particular time 
and in that specific manner because the situation was so serious that 
in my opinion, it had to be brought before the people of the United 
States. My recommendations were based on military necessity only, 
and I was especially concerned that they be made in a manner that was 
clearly non blitical. I consulted no one with respect to them and no 
one knew that I was going to make them. I thought that my action 
was in the best interests of national defense. 
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At first there wore a number of instances where the statements pub- 
lished in the press were not based on an actual reading of the report, 
but rather on a hasty glance at headings of sections of the report. 
Ono example was where T grouped certain specific recommendations 
under the heading “Legislative Restrictions.” Apparently that head- 
ing was read at a glance and the conclusion reached that £ was recom- 
mending an A, FE, I6, and it: was so circulated on the press wires, I 
was doing nothing of tho kind. So far as I could expross myself: 1 
was definitely trying to eliminate any such idea from my recommenda- 
tions, because it involves a most important. matter of public polic 
that should be settled only by the President as Commander in shio?, 
and the Congress. T specifically endeavored to keep all politien) ques- 
tions entirely clear of the problem of the necessity lit the readiness of 
the military forces for whatever service might be required of them. 

I beliove now that almost everyone is familiar with the administrn- 
tive problem, the administrative impossibility of managing the Army 
under the present limitations. TI have repeated in my report, I have 
repented twico before the Senate Committees on Military Affairs, I 
have repeated in conversations with legislators, and in informal dis- 
cussions, the complications involved in the direct business of operating 
our Army, 

At the present time, the situation is such that the problem is 
not soluble without legislative assistance and immediate assistance, 
at that. I am confronted every day by specific recommendations 
of the Staff to do things that have to be done involving shipping, 
availability of tonnage, occupation of garrisons, and many other 
considerations, and I am stymied as to a solution, 

T havo already spoken about the problem in Alaska and the prob- 
lom in Hawaii, where National Guard units are involved. Those units 
happen to include all the various factors in this discussion. ‘The 
include principally the National Guard on which there is a limi- 
tation of 12 months of service; they include Reserve officers whose 
service is also limited to 12 months, but which will bo of var ring dates 
of expiration to that of the National Guard units; and they include 
selectees on whose service there is a limitation of 12 months and, 
again, & different expiration date from that of the National Guard 
organization in which they are serving. 

As another example, I was being pressed by the War Plans Divi- 
sion of the General Staff to commit myself to a plan for tho de- 
velopment of the garrison in Trinidad. At first we could send 
troops down in small numbers only because of the lack of the nec- 
essary shelter to guard their health. Now, we have tho shelter and 
the problem is to find proper units to send to Trinidad. 

We have now in Trinidad, a National Guard organization whose 
term of service will soon approach its limit. We have other 
units which make up a total of some 1,200 men. ‘That small gar- 
rison should be reenforced immediately and brought up to an ade- 
quate size, not only because of Trinidad itself, but because of its 
location in the hemisphere defense plan and because of the necessity 
of having troops available in that immediate vicinity. Tho logical 
units for the purpose are hemmed about by the limitations I have 
mentioned and I declined (and that is the way it stands at the 
present time) to give my approval to tho plan. 
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Now, the question is not merely a matter of a proper plan which 
may or may not be approved; it is 2 matter of ship tonnage, which 
is au very complicated affair, in which not only the Navy but the pub- 
lic intorest is seriously concerned, At the moment we have an op- 
portunity to use tonnage that can be diverted from some other 
purpose. Wo have the shelter ready for the troops, but I must. not 
compromise the Army and, incidentally, the Navy by sending a unit 
down there that. will have to be brought back in a very short time. 

The same problem has developed with respect to other garrisons 
where the sholter hag been completed and is ready for troops, What 
units are we to send? 

1 would like to ask you gentlemen to remember that we have only 
nine Infantry divisions in the Regular Army. That number is suffi- 
cient at the present time for our purpose, if we can uye the other com- 
pene asa part of the Army and not as a separate grouping which 
ius to be given very different treatment fromthe remainder of the 
Army. those nine divisions cannot carry the principal burden of 
this complex situation, because even they have in their ranks selectees 
under the limitation of 12 months’ service; and they have in their 
ranks a large number of Reserve officers under the fimitation of 12 
months’ service, The problem is not solvable, as TI have said, under 
present limitations, 

When T appeared before the Senate Committee on Military Affuirs 
I referred to the problem we had in connection with the garrisoning 
of Iceland. Marines had to be sent. They did not belong there at all, 
as they were trained for another purpose, but it was impracticable to 
even consider sending any unit of the present Army for obvious 
reasons, One was secrecy, so necessary for the protection of those who 
went against the possibilities of hostile action, and the other was tliat 
we could not, at that distance from the United States, set up a com- 
mand that required constant transfer of personnel in large numbers. 

I might say that most arrangements in Iceland must be completed 
before October 1. That means that. troops must have arrived by early 
September and have begun to move to their stations, To reach some 
of the stations they must arrive even before the 1st of September, in 
order to be able to reach the outlying points where they will remain 
isolated for the following 6 months. They must take with them sup- 
pe to lust 3 or 4 months, Measured in ship tonnage Iceland is a 
ong way from home. In other respects it is very close to the Western 
Hemisphere. Limitations imposed by law made it out of the question 
to send the unit that should have gone there, and, instead, marines 
had to be sent. Now we have the problem on our hands of relieving 
the marines—and they should be relieved—to free them for the duty 
for which they are specially trained. I do not know of a better exam- 
ple of the complications of the situation in which we find ourselves, 

The Congress last August and September took a step in further 
developing our military policy as laid down in the National De- 
fense Act of 1920 which even with its limitations put national de- 
fense on a much sounder basis than formerly. The law as it stands 
on the books today points the way clearly to what the further 
moves should be. 

I have been disturbed by suggestions that we go back to the Civil 
War proposition of bounties, or volunteers, and quack remedies or 
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compromises of that character, T beg of you gentlemen not to re- 
peat the colossal errors of that day, You have the laws on the 

ks; you have yotr future course defined in those laws, ‘Tho 
anawer js plain, ns I see it. Are the national interests imperiled # 
Does a national emer ney exist? As I said before and ns I say 


now ngain, in my opinion a national emergency decidedly does exists 


in the opinion of the War Department, it doess in the opinion o 
the President, it does. He has already declared an unlimited emer- 
goncy which, however, does not affect. the military forces, becatise 
under the laws governing the Army a national emergoncy must. be 
declared by Congress, 

Our book of rules on personnel is a most complicated affair, I 
never fully understand it; I have to have Genoral Haislip and his 
corps of pick-ayd-shovel men explain to me almost. continually the 
legal complications involved in ny military action, 

Yon have Inid down for yourselves in the Inw a course of action 
which is logical, which is in contrast to tho history of our past 
errors, and which meets the preci situation, L am most concerned 
over temporizing, over expediency, over a patchwork solution, when 
direct action is so clearly indicated, 

Under half measures it is exceedingly difficult to develop military 
forces because soldiers are only human; they read the papers. Like 
all of us humans, with a little encouragement they ean feel very sorry 
for themselves. I have been one of them myself, have initimately 
assovinted with them. As an illustration I would like to recite an 
incident that occurred shortly after I joined my first. regiment, almost 
40 years ago. I found myself on the const. of Mindoro in the Philip- 
pines, An insurreetion was poing on and I was out with « detachment 
of the Thirtieth Infantry, We were quite isolated, and without, any 
service to help morale. No town, no ice in the tropics, no pay for 4 
months, and not. even a book or magazine supplied, 

I, asa 21-year-old lieutenant, became the commander of that section 
of the country, the highest command I held for about 30 years, Among 
other things, T had to coal the boats that arrived poriodically, and ono 
of those contracts to economize in funds, mado by the Quartermaster 
Department in Manila protected the crew against handling the conl 
until it was delivered on the deck of the boat. ‘That passed the buck to 
the soldiers as someone had to handle that coal. Their pay was $13 a 
month, They worked from the coal pile on the edge of the jungle to a 
little flat-bottom boat—we had only one—and rowed that through 
three-quarters of a mile of heavy surf to the ship, and laboriously trans- 
ferred the coal to the deck of the ship. One day while working in a 
torrential rain a-tall, lanky soldier from the mountains of Kentuck 
paused in the middle of his shoveling job, with this comment: “I didn't 
see nothing like this on that damned recruiting circular’. My old first 
sergeant suppressed a laugh, and flashed back the order to “keep your 
mouth shut and shovel coal. 'That’s your job.” That gave me a lastin 
impression of the Regular Army; what discipline meant, what depend- 
ability meant in times of difficulty. 

The Crairman. Was the first sergeant from Kentucky, too? 

General Marsnanp. I may have moved him into that State from 
Tennessee, Judge, when I thought of your constitutents. [Laughter.] 

The first sergeant was from America. Almost any reaction can be 
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gotten from young men under given circumstances. There is always 
acortain degree of grousing that seems to be inherent in the soldier, 
but does not detract from discipline if it remains within the bounds 
of his unit. But there are times when the leader must. command, 
“Keep your mouth shut and shovel coal; those are the orders.” 

There are many disngrecable tasks that our Army has accomplished 
without commont, without notice or appreciation, throughout a lon 
seriod of years; there is a great deal that. is going to be difficult anc 
med to do in this program. But today, to have the men stirred up 
and agitated by outside influences is a most unfortunate business be- 
cause under those conditions soldiers are very apt to begin to feel 
sorry for themselves. ‘The business of the soldier, as I have found it, 
involves mud, or extreme heat, and irritating dust. It in. olyes miss- 
ing menls, long marches, bad weather, insects, and discomforts. Tt 
involves u great many inconveniences; it interferes with social affairs 
and sometimes it very seriously affects personal relationships. All 
of that is inevitable and igs part of the life of a soldier, We have 
tried in every way in this expansion to avoid the worst of these, to an 
extent. that. has never before been attempted. The mon have been 
kopt in a perpetual state of agitation from this and that report or 
discussion. Yet. we came out. of the winter with the highest morale 
T have ever seen in United States forces. 

At the present. moment. we are undergoing a very depressing, a dan- 
rerous experience, Yesterday afternoon I received a radiogram from 
leneral Drum that he had issued these orders as Commander of the 
First. Army: 

There appeara to be an organized effort from some source ouiside the Army to 
have petitions signed by members of the military forces and sent to the Congress 
in an effort to oppose legislation proposed by the War Department to continue 
the service of the Natlonal Gunrd and the Reserve officers In the service. Any 
ere aaa by those In inilltary service violates the provisions of Army Regu- 
ations, 


As you may have read in the press, some of those young men were 
led into this busines?’ We cannot continue to ignore such actions. 
Wo must treat them as soldiers; we cannot have a political club and 
call it an army. I regard these disturbing activities from outside 
tho Army, gentlemen, as sabotage of a dangerous character. I do 
not wish to be held responsible for the development of the Army 
under such conditions, We must enforce disciplinary measures to 
offset such influénces, if the Army is to have any military value of 
dependability as an army. Without discipline an army is not only 
impotent, but it is a menace to the state. 

I do not want to’ see our young men victimized, misled into un- 
soldierly conduct; I want to see ther, handled so that we can build 
up a splendid American Army. I cannot bear the burden of re- 
sponsibility of a level the discipline and morale of our Army in 

eriods of uncertainty and agitation such as is now going on. There 
is enough uncertainty at best in the military service, but today we have 
the additional legislative uncertainties, together with a broadcast of 
seeds of discontent. We ask you to reach a decision, to settle this 
matter, and leave us the opportunity to train and develop the Army 
for our national security. I realize the difficulties of your problem, 
but the logical solution, to my mind, is so unmistakable that 1 do not 
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seo how sound, acceptable argumonts can be developed against it, unless 
you definitely determine to change our military system and maintain 
0 largo professional Army, 

At tho moment. F do not think of anything clse to say. IT would 
bo glad to answer your questions, 

Tho Crairaan, Goneral, you mado a statement with respect. to the 
difficulties of transportation or shipping facilities, and you wore hav- 
ing diMecultics with that, due to the demands of the South American 
commercial trade. "Phat occurs to me asa problem that hooks into 
the efforts of the Government. of the United States to maintain propor 
relations with the South Amorican republics, whieh, as T understand, 
at this timo is a rather difleult spraliloit also, Now, that. confronts 
you in one way from time to time? 

Gonoral Mansnarn, Yes, sir. 

Tho Cramaran, TP wish you would tell the committes just how far 
the membors of the Army that are in the selectes list or under the 
Solective Servies and ‘Training Act have been infiltrated into the 
Regular Army, and how they are intertwined with ench other in these 
various set-ups, 

General Marsuace, ‘Che number varies in the different divisions, 
from a low in tho First. Division of 1 percent of selectees, up to the 
Seventh Division with 79 poreent of seleetees, There aro only 9 
repular Infantry divisions 

"The Caiman, Have those figures been given to the Sonate com- 
mittee in their hearings? 

General Haisnir. Yes, sir, 

The Coamman, Then I doubt if it is necessary to put them in this 
record, 

Goneral Marsnaun. In the armored divisions, selectees vary from 
45 porcent in the Second Armored Division, to 80 percent. in the Fourth 
Armored Division, 

In the Second Cavalry Division, they are 61 percent; in the First 
Cavalry Division, 87 percent, —, 

The engincers have had a tremendous oxpansion because of tho great 
increase of air forces and mechanized forces. ‘Their expansion has 
beon greater than 1,000 percent, so we find in engineer units as high as 
85 percent. selectecs. 

In that. connection, in laboring with the possibilities of substitutin 
an Army command in Iceland in place of Marines, I found, when it 
came to the engineers, thore was no way I could mect the situation 
without virtually demolishing 10 to 12 units in order to get 3-your men. 
Even then, I would have had a unit that was not trained at all as a 
team. It would have been very unwiso to send to that critical point 
a group of men who have had no unit mee 

apropos of this problem, there has been talk of a volunteer system 
or remedy. We havo been getting volunteers as rapidly as we could, 
and we have not reached yet the number of 8-year men we need. Our 
most. successful period of recruiting was during the debates on the 
Selective Training and Service Act, which gave a great impetus to vol- 
unteering; while at the samo time there was a tremendous recruiting 
campaign being conducted by the Adjutant General’s Department. 
That campaign produced somewhere around 39,000 a month, but we 
ue a total of approximately 600,000. To date we have gotten 
476,000. 
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With reference to comments I made on the deyalopment of the Arn 
and the national-defonse system, based on the logteal manner which 
our laws now pormit, it might ho of interest to outline for you gontle- 
mon our experience in the World War. You must recall that we wero 
wotected on the sen in a large measure, and even after we Innded in 
Paine wo wore behind the armies of Great Britain and of France, 
Wo were orovided with all of our matériel after we landed, We were 
not invotved in shipping abroad pial masses Of ammunition, guns, 
and heavy equipment. of all kinds, but were provided with them on the 
other side of the water, The sitnation then was exactly the opposite 
to what it would be now, T sailed with the first convoy, T received a 
telegram to report at the Pennsylvania Station in New York to meet 
my division commander. Thad never heard of his divisions T had 
never served with its commander, FE happened to be in New York as 
nide (o the general officer at Governors Island, #0 To was directed to 
meet. the division commander at the station, but. for what. Men I 
then did not know. Tmet him and found that, my desk at Governors 
Island was the only headquarters available for the next. 18 hours, 1 
discovered that we were going to France and that [had been assigned 
to the general staff of the division, The division commander did not 
even have tables of organization for his unit, whieh, I believe, were 
prepared by General Palmer, who is here today and who was then in 
the War Plans Section of the General Staff, 

Units began to arrive from various sections of the southern border, 
They were 80 percent recruits, who had received their weapons, in 
many instances, after they had gotten aboard the train, The trains 
were pulled into the Jersey Meadows and then moved to Hoboken 
where the men were herded aboard recently acquired fruit boats 
which had not at. the time been fully prepared to be troop transports, 

Wo were being mobilized; we were being concentrated; we were 
starting on an expedition 3,000 miles from home, and not until we ar- 
rived in France did I ever cee what our organization was. I remem- 
ber specifically reading about a trench mortar unit. T had never seen 
a trench mortar and yet hore I was a general staff officer of the divi- 
sion which contained such an organization, 

General MeNair, who is now the man principally responsible for 
our present training program was another general staff officer of the 
division, and he and I labored at length with the divisional organiza- 
tion to see what it meant, We could not communicate with the other 
boats, because wireless was not permitted, to avoid the possibility of 
our being picked up by a submarine, so it was not until we Janded in 
France that we were able to find out what the other boats in the convoy 
had on them. 

Woe were especially interested in the trench mortar unit. Did the 
have weapons? We wanted to make sure. We discovered that ail 
they had was a typed table of organization, and 2 group of willing, 
courageous, untrained men. They had never seen the weapons, knew 
nething about their employment, and there they were, 3,000 miles 
from home, in France, with 80 percent recruits in their ranks, That 
is the way we went to war in 1917. 

I have been fighting against the repetition of such an experience in 
the development of our present Army. 

Later on we had to organize our Army corps and our armies on the 
battlefield. I was in the middle of that picture, and I know what it 
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meant in dorms of castaltios, Taaw 87 of our 20 divisions inaction. | 
know just what our lack of preparation cost, ‘The membors of those 
divisions do not know because of the limited seetora in which they 
wow conflnod, Everybody did hia bost, showed high courage and 
American initiative, but. wo lost men ina way that never should have 
happened, Our strongth and effort. were dimmed by tho fact’ wo 
wow compollod to do these things without the essential preliminary 
training which we are trying so hard to give our Army today, 

It ix se unfortunate, so unfainy that just ata dime when we ave 
building an army E have to Aight a problem of morale for whieh FE pov. 
sonally am to be held responsible, TL refor to the inapived agitation 
that. is going on among the troops. 

Tinvy bo oxpressing myself too forcibly, but T feel very deaply about 
the situation, Lam responsible and must be held responsible. But, t 
submit, wo have the provedine already set out in the law, and we 
ought to follow it, and not. dodge the issue, 

Tho Citamaian, Now, Goneral it is being aygued and carried in the 

press and in the Congress and elsowhore that Congres made acon. 
tract with tho draftees to remain 12 months and then be sent baek 
home, T would like to enll your attention to subsection B of section 3 
of that act, which reads: 
Rach man taducted under the provisions of aubsection (a) shall serve for a 
training and service perlod of 12 consecutive months, unless roonor dlacharged, 
except: that whenever Congress has declared that tho national tntorest In in. 
perttod, such Panonth pertod may bo extended by tho Presldeut to such tle as 
may bo necessary tn the Intereats of national defense, 


Now I thought you stated, if T did not misundorstand you, you pre- 
forvod that Congress pursiio the simple remedy of passing such a 
resolution, declaring that the national intorests are imperiled, rather 
than to undertake to amond the act. Was that your suggestion? 

CGonoral Mansuacy. ‘That is my suggestion. 

The Cuatmaan, | think I quite agree with you on it, although T 
havo not stated that asa final conclusion, 

Qenoral Maranann. Twas going to make more than a meve sugges- 
tion because if the Congress attempts a patch-work procedure, it will 
»robably do permanent, serious harm to the development of the Army. 

f you delay 8, or 4, or 5, or 6 months in finding a solution you are 
just postponing the problem. In reality, you aro doing moro than 
that because you are putting me in the very difficult position of trying 
to develop an army subject to all sorts of limitations, agitations, and 
uncertainties, You gentlemen must. admit that it is disturbing to 
have theso questions remain long in a state of uncortainty, of debate, 
and of public misrepresentation in ono way or another, 

I have received, quite naturally, an extreme reaction since m 
biennial report was issued. Most of it followed the nowspapor head- 
lines to the effect that I was recommending an A. E. F. Mon Kurope. 
Nobody suggested where I was going to got the necessary ship ton- 
nage for such an expedition. 4 p parently no one read the recom- 
mendations in my report. I would like to read tho classification of 
that mail into the record. Of unfavorablo comments, I received 241. 
Sixty-three came from Now York State, and 53 of those from New 
York City. Twenty-four camo from Illinois, and 20 of those from 
the city of Chicago. Eighteen camo from California, nine of them 
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from San Francisco, and eight from Log Angeles. Sixteen came from 
Ponnaylvanin, and 10 of the 16 were from the city of Pittaburgh, 

A largo number of those unfavorable communications were port 
eavds couched very much in the same language. Certain of then 
came from specifle dixtricta, For example, quite evidently a large 
numberof the post cardy came froma particular little group in Brooke 
lyn, apparently of German stock, A targe number came from the 
vicinity of Passaic, Nod. Ono hundred and seven of the unfavorable 
comments stressed Che abrogation of a supposed contract or promixe to 
Which yor have just referred, Mr. Chairman. Fifty-five, or 280 per. 
cent, were marked by extreme personal abuse or threats of violonce 
nprainst the President or the Chief of Staff. Twenty-one percent. 
condemned the A. TE, and another 10 percent were distinctly anti- 
British, 

Tn the opinion of thors who analyzed the mnail, the following points 
gave evidence of collusion: Frequent and exact duplication of ideas 
and themes, That. was particularly true in the poxt-card campaign, 
Irequent dupliontion of phraseology, cometimen exact and sometimes 
slightly vaviod in tems, from the same locality, frequent expressions 
over Gorman signatures, of bund and Christinn Front attitude, There 
wise petition bearing 20 names obviously all written by three or four 
inet vidlinle There were aontumber of Instances where two or more 
letters were written by che same person and mailed from different 
post offlees, 

These people tnbor under a confusion of information and opinions, 
correct and incorrect, as to what the terms of the Jaw actually are 
and as to what, of course, the degree of the emergency ix, 

It is, F think, out of the question for me to spread on the open record 
all of the facts in our knowledge, There are two general types of in- 
formation, One comes from a great many amall items that mukt be 
put together like a jigsaw puzzle which indiente with reasonable 
clenrness, a general line of action whieh threatens our best interests. 
Then there ave other items of information which are direct and com- 
plete in themselves and conclusive as to purpose. 

Tam DL a va to inform the people, at least to give our repre- 
sentatives in Congress this information, TP believe, gentlemen, that 
stich an exposure would be most unwise, 

The Cram an, You mny reserve those, 

I have received, quite naturally, an extreme reaction since my 
report, T believe, to the fact I thought such netion on ny part would 
ho decidedly against the public interest. In the first plaee, there 
is the great ak of stirring up a violent renection on the part of the 
public. T referred to the fact that we had had several instances 
of that kind in our history. My hope is that we can meet the issue 
in a calm, businesslike manner, My purpose is solely the security 
of this hemisphere, T am interested in America and, because Tam 
interested in America, I am aiso interested in the British Fleet, to 
put. it eoldly and selfishly. T do not want to see us stumble into 
a line of action. T want to seo this country take deliberately, and I 
hope wisely, the various precautions and measures that the Axis 
Powers hope wo will not take. ‘Their disappointment or discourage- 
ment. is my desire. They are capitalizing on our debates and delays; 
they are capitalizing on the difficulties we ave experiencing in crys- 
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talizing our Army and our people into a unified force and not a 
collection of differing groups. ‘Thoy are advertising our weaknesses 
in a tremendous campaign of distortion and misrepresentation, which 
started 2 yours ago, at least, and which now has reached a maximum 
of intensity in the Latin-American countries. 

I want to seo us proceed in the wisest way wo can determine upon 
and not have us stumble along, aimlessly, hoping against hope. In 
othor words, I want to seo us protect ourselves against errors of our 
own choosing, 

To mo thore is a wide differonco between a national emergency 
and a stato of war, A state of war does include a national emor- 
geacy, but.a national enorgency does not necessarily include a state 
of war, A’ frank recognition of the existence of a national emer. 
geney gives us tho authority to take the necessary measures, to fortif 
ourselves against. trouble, to place ourselves in a position of Buch 
strongth that our voico in this troubled world may possibly be deter- 
mining. 

Tho Cuamnan, Genoral, I think as leader of the armed forces of 
the United States I should ask you ono question, in order that you 
may bo placed in a proper light before the public. 

As IT remember it—and 1 think the hearings will disclose it—when 
you appeared before this committes list year to advocate the Selective 
Sorvice and ‘Training Act, you then urged and argued very vehemently 
to tho committer that anything else than a 38-year training period 
would porhaps be unwise, but you accepted the other as a compromise? 

Gonoral Mansiaus. No, sit; I said PE regarded 18 months as the 
minimun. 

The Ciaran, That is right. 

Genoral Manrsnarn, I went. on to say that I would be willing to com- 
promise on 15 months but that we must have at least 12 months, I 
went from cold military reason to plain political expediency. T wanted 
the Selective Training and Service Act. to pass and for that reason 
alone I was willing to compromise, 

Tho Cramman,. I remember it very well now, since you recall it 
to me, 

General Marsiantn. Of course, there should be a well-understood 
proportion between the number of 3-year men and the number of 
selectees, What. I am fearful of is a mandatory type of legislation 
that. will tie our hands and force us into an inflexible procedure which 
is aguinst efliciency or impracticable of administration. Allow me to 
iNustrato what I mean. Some months ago I directed that 50 percent 
of the Reserve officers on active duty be released after completion of 
the 12 months’ period of service. What we were trying to do, what 
General Haislip and the Personnel Division were urgently pressing us 
to do, was to rotate the officers on active duty so that we could brin 
in and train some 30,000 Reserve oflicers who had not yet been calle 
to active duty. The commanders in the field are more or less opposed 
to that procedure. The strongest protest came from the head of the 
armored force, who wanted his percentage of turn-over decreased to 25 
percent, because of the special nature of his force. I compromised on 
40 percent. I wanted, and the Personnel Division wanted, to bring in 
other Reserve officers in order to build up a trained reserve of officers. 
Such a plan also permitted us to attend to cases of hardship; it per- 
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mitted us to systemutize our solection and development of officers, Tt 
had the great advantage of being able to be carried out without de- 
stroying efliciency, because we did not have to meet deadline, like, for 
instance, the 2 years’ foreign-service tours in (he Philippines, We 
must get men back to this country before the expiration of the 2 years 
or be tn violation of the law, 

Iexactly the same iden applies to the selectees. My report was dis- 
torted by assuming that. | was proposing to incrense the Army by 
900,000, Thad no such idea. We do not. want to increase the Army by 
00,000 at. this time, We could not take that additional number at the 
present. time because of lack of shelters also, we must. stabilize our 
oxisting units in order that. their training may be completed, We 
prefer to have our existing units reach us frig a state of efficiency us 
possible, rather than to take them apart, spread them into a larger 
number, and start all over again, L had a similar problem in the 
development. of the armored force. We had two divisions almost a 
year old and two additional divisions organized just this spring, Our 
plans provided for two more this fall if the matériel could meet that 
schedule, Could we afford to draw cadres for these last divisions from 
the first two, or should we leave those two intact and untouched, and 
make the second two organized this spring assume the burden of the 
development of the remaining two divisions? The answer should 
depend on the international situation and should not be compromised 
by some legal stipulation, 

Wo wish to puss the selectees out of the service as rapidly as we 
can after they have completed their 12 months of service. We defi- 
nitely wish to take the older men out as rapidly as we can, and we 
think we can almost meet a dead-line with respect to them. We think 
we can release some of them ahead of time, both to our advantage, 
and also to theirs, We are settling hundreds of cases a month now of 
selectees’ who we are returning home before the completion of 12 
months’ service, for a variety of reasons, You are familiar with the 
procedure. When a case of hardship comes to our attention, it is 
sent. to the local Red Cross chapter nearest. the man’s home. They 
make an investigation of the case, and also consult, with the local 
induction board, A military review is made of the facts in the case, 
and the War Department makes a decision in the matter, 

Tho units of our field forces have different. priorities, depending 
upon probable tasks that have been assigned them and also depend- 
ing upon their location, In those divisions that are on a low priority 
as to the possibility of use, we can proceed with speed in the replace- 
ment of selectees. In those divisions engaged on special work or 
located so that sea transportation is involved, we might be behind 
schedule. We want to be able to use our own judgment in applying 
a flexible rule. If we are compelled by law to meet a mandatory 
deadline we will be in a hopeless situation and will have to do many 
things actually against. the public interest. There has been a good 
deal of talk at cross purposes. The very things that have been talked 
about in opposition to this resolution are the very things that we want 
to do not as incidental to the immediate public demand but for our 
own purposes. We want to bring in new selectees, so it follows that 
Wwe must release men in order to make room for them. 
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Tho snme iden applies to the ofleers in the National Guard. We 
want to rotense, on the completion of 12 monthy’ services, a number of 
those lieutenants in the National Guard who receivec. commissions 
without. adequate preparation. We can also relieve hardship cases 
among the offeers of the gaurd, ‘Those released can he replaced by 
Reserve personnels and by what we laow Is going to be the perfectly 
aplendid product of the ofleer candidate school, T have been told 
that the firat group at the tnfantry School is the finest looking lot of 
men over assembled thore, 

Tenn handle ow men one fair basis, but if you say “on September 
22 you must do this,” then Tsay that you may bo imporiling the na- 
tional interest, You must trust in my good faith, in our professional 
comon sense, TL have tried to be very frank, ‘The War Department 
has been scrupulous in its efforts to meet, as far as possible, the desires 
of Congress, ‘Though encompassed with (oo definite and too numer- 
ous laws, wo have not tricd clreumlocution nor evasion, 

Tho Cramaan, Gonoral, if T understand your position, it. is simply 
this: ‘That you are trying to build an armed force sufficiont for the 
adequate and proper protection of the United States and the Western 
Hemispheres and that unless this legislation is enacted you will hive 
military wrobloms avising that you cannot solve without it. 

General Maranars, That is entirely correct, sir, 

The Cuamaan, Any questions, Mr, ‘Thomason ¢ 

Mr, ‘Troatason. Just one or two. 1 should like for the record 
Qoenoral, a few more figures, What is the approximate strength of 
the Army today? 

General Hatsiip, Ono million four hundred thousand, approxi- 
matoly. 

Mr. Trosason, How many of those are Regulars today? 

General Hatsrrp. Four hundred and seventy-six thousand, sir, 

Mr. ‘Tnomason, How many Nation! Guardt You ean give just 
approximato figures, 

Goneeal Harsriv, About. 260,000. 

Mr, ‘Titomason, How many solectees ? 

Genoral Hatsiir, About. 600,000, 

Mr, THomason. How many Reserves? 

General Hatsiip, About. 50,000 Reserve officors. 

Mr. Tromason, How many of tho National Guard, solectees, and 
Reserves would be affected, would be roleased, within the next fow 
months if some legislation is not. passed ¢ 

Genoral Marantaru, In the first place, I must have aboard boat by 
August. 1 the relief for a National Guard regiment. of somo 1,400 men 
in Hawaii. That reliof consists of a Regular Army unit with about 45 
percent selectees in its ranks who will have to be returned to the United 

tates, under present. law, in about 444 months. The unit in Hawaii 
should be aboard ship by the 15th of August in order to reach home 
in time for demobilization in accordance with present law, 

Mr. ‘THomason, How many men aro affected by that situation? 

General Marsyatt, I am talking now about the relieving regiment. 
Forty-five percent of its strength will have to come back in 414 months. 

As to the National Guard regiment that must be relieved, 1,400 
men would have to be back in the United States by the 1st of September, 
in order to be able to accomplish their demobilization by the end of 
their 12 months’ service in accordance with existing law. The same sit- 
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uation exists in Alnsika and in the Aleutians, We have there a repi- 
ment of National Guard coast artillery whieh must be baek in the 
United States by the first of September. Mor its relief the only unit. 
that has a proper degree of training, together with adequate equip- 
ment, is another National Guard regiment, and that regiment that 
should leave the United Stites about tlie Dthof August must return to 
the United Stated about the ond of December in accordance with 
existing law. 

Me. Tromason, You are now referring to Alaska? 

CGoneral Marsnaus. Tam referring to Alaska, We have a National 
Guard regiment of Coast Artillery in Trinidad, Dom not) familiar 
with the exaet date on which it will complete its 12 months’ training, 
but f think it is September 16, On that assumption, we will have to 
rlurt to relieve it by the 18th of Auguat. The relief unit will alas 
carry selectees who will have to be returned, 

Mr, ‘Promason, What. is the situation in the Philippines, Panama, 
and Puerto Rico? 

(oneral Marsuany, As to the Philippines, the garrizon there is 
composed solely of 8-year mon, There are a number of Reserve officers 
who are on active duty with their consent, Asx we can order a Reserve 
officer to netive duty for 1 period of 12 months only, it| would not 
be worthwhile to send him as far awity 08 the Philippines, There is no 
particular problem at. present in the Philippines, nor is there a problem 
mn Pannuma, 

Mr. ‘Tosason, You need not testify along this line if ou do not 
think it necessary, but [just want to find out if you are going to 
have anything left in these a dat f possessions except skeleton or- 

anizations, if the selectees and the National Guard go home at 
the end of 12 months, 

General Maranany., We are on a sound basis in the Philippines and 
in Panama, and in Hawaii, with he exception of the National Guard 
unit I discussed. However, TE have had to find additional available 
units. Tam due to send additional men to Alaska, I approved their 
going just. the other day. 

T have formed two regiments that T can send. They must be gotten 
there in the summer season, 80 Tam sending units now that will have to 
be brought back in 6 months. 

Mr. ‘Trrosmason. In other words, practically all of your regiments 
are integrated and they are mixed up as between Regulars, selectees, 
and National Guard. 

General Mansnany, Exactly that, and Tam trying to get them all 
unified into one army, 

Mr, Tnosason. As I understand it, you say that the men of 28 
years of age are going to be released as early as possible? 

General Mansuaty. Yes, sir. I think we can do that with great 
promptness, too, 

Mr. Trrosrason. What is the situation with regard to married men? 

General Manrsuaty. Very few of them were taken into the service 
in the first place, 

Mr. Tuomason. And you expect to relieve all hardship cases. 

General Marsta.y. Yes, sir. We are doing it to some extent now, 
but will give a broader application to our policy if the periods of 
service are extended. 

61230—41——-2 
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Mr, ‘I'nomason. Whore the cases are meritorious? 

QGenoral Mansa, Yes, sir. We want to release certain men for 
still another reason so long as wo are not in an actual state of war. 
A man who is suffering a hardship by a continued absence from home, 
advorsely affects all of those around him. It is better for morale to 
release him, 

Mr, ‘Tosrason. I obsorve the resolution says that Congress hereby 
expressly declares a national emergency exists to the extent and for 
the purpose only of authorizing the President to exercise the same 
authority he now has under the selective service law. 

Tt. also confirms your statement that you do not have in mind any 
A. EI, or anything in the world except adequate and necessary 
defense of the country. 

Genoral Manstaty. Yes, sir, 

The Cruamman. May I interrupt there, if the gentleman would 
yield to mo, to sny that this resolution which I introduced yesterday 
is an exact duplicate of the one introduced in the Senate with the 
exception of the words just quoted by Mr, ‘Thomason, “to the extent and 
for the purpose only.” 

General Marsiann. I would like to have General Taislip make a 
tentative answer to that. 

General Haisu, Mr. Chairman, we have made a very hasty study 
of tho resolution this morning, and wo feel that it will not accomplish 
our current objectives. In the first. place, it: will not authorize the 
holding nor the calling of the National Guard of the United States 
in service, And then, secondly, it is probably insufficient to authorize 
tho holding of the selectees, because it does not. declare that the 
national interest is imperiled, which is the condition set out in the 
Selective Training and Service Act. 

The Cratrman. This resolution was introduced hurriedly. The 
committee will draft its own form, before it gets through with it, 
based upon all the testimony that we get. And we are glad to have 
that testimony. 

Mr. Anprews, Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee go into 
executive session for such questions as any members of the com- 
mittee may wish to ask the general. 

The Crairman. Without objection, the Chair will order that the 
committee go into executive session. 

(There was no objection.) 

(Before the executive session was called to order, the following 
occurred :) 

Mr. Crason. I think we ought to go ahead and let-the..general 
answer such questions as he can answer without going into executive 
session. 

The Cuamaan, The Chair has already directed that everyone leave 
but Members of Congress and Army officers. 

Mr. Ciason. The public apparently has a one-sided picture of the 
situation, and any questions asked now, even though they are proper 
questions, cannot be brought to the attention of the public. 

The Crairman. The Chair already thinks, Mr. Clason, that the 
eee has already told some things that ought not to have been 
told. ne 

Mr, Cuason. That is up to the general. 
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The Cuamaan. I understand that, but the Chair disagrees with 
the gentleman. ‘The public will please retire. That does not apply 
to Members of Congress and Army officers, 

pen the committee went into executive session.) 

e. ie Cuamman. We will hear next Mr, Grenville Clark, of New 
ork, 

Mr. Clark, will you state whom you represent and your associa- 
tion, and then proceed with your statement with respect to this reso- 
lution? 

(Lhe following testimony of the witness, Gen, George C. Marshall, 
was heard in executive session :) 


EXECUTIVE SESSION 


The Cuamman, Mr. Thomason, had you finished questioning the 
General? 

Mr. Tuostason, I want to ask one other question. Then, as I 
understand it, you say to this committee as Chief of Staff of the 
United States Reng that you do not think, but that you know, from 
information that perhaps you cannot divulge to anybody—at least 
somo of it—that the national interest is imperiled und that some 
sort of legislation of this character is necessary ? 

General Mansiaun, Emphatically so, sir. 

Mr. Tnomason, You do feel certain that the national interest is 
din yeniled and that this legislation is necessary ? 

foneral Mansirate. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ‘T1omason. Would you like to elaborate further as to troop 
sevens or troop integration, whether on the record or off the 
recor 

In other words, all of us want to know the necessity for this and 
the reasons for it. 

Genoral Manrsuatt, In a discussion off the record, I mentioned 
ax comparatively small number of troops in connection with reserve 
garrisons, I used the example of a couple of regiments. 

Mr. Kiipay. I made that suggestion, and that is why I wanted 
to get the rest of that story for the record, if you think it proper. 

General Mansuau. I also stated that there is 1 considerable num- 
ber of troops that must be sent to Alaska, and the commander on 
the west coast is trying to get them off right now. The situation 
demands it and I have ordered him to send them. We think we can 
modify or fix up the existing shelter sufficiently to provide for them. 
But I had to put a stay of execution on several regiments because 
the only suitable units that are available must be demobilized in Sep- 
tember and October. I still have to provide the garrisons, so I 
must wait for the decision here, I have told General DeWitt to go 
ahead with his other shipments. He wants to get them into their 
stations in time for the men to establish themselves, in a pretty harsh 
climate, before the cold of the early fall. 

I have already referred to the fact that a number of men are due 
to go to Trinidad. The War Department wants to send them within 
the next 10 days, because the tonnage happens to be available at the 
moment. I think the number is about 6,000 for Trinidad. 
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None of those units can be sent without our being involved in tho 
complication of existing a limitations. 

We havo men to go to Newfoundland. We are only waiting until 
the shelter there is n little further advanced. Then we must rush them 
up ahead of cold weather, They ought. to be there now. Again we 
are involved in the limitations of the law. The same condition ap- 
plies to a number of the other bases, 

(Discussion off the econ 

General Marenans. T still have the problem of the relief of the 
Marines in Iceland. I must not go into the matter of strength. ‘The 
German secret service is endeavoring to determine the English 
strengths there, and I must not advertise it here. 

Mr, Favprs, General, I notice in your report, you make a statement 
to this effect, that you believe the material phase of this program 
is much better understood than the personnel phase. 

General Marsuaty. Yes, sir, 

Mr. Iannis, That is, of course, very dangerous in this country. I 
believe that the people will become firmly entrenched in the view- 
point that we can meet. this situation merely by an output of matériel. 
And if we do as you would like to have them under the circumstances, 
it would certainly increase the appreciation of the people of the 
United States in the personnel phase of the situation. 

General Marsuaun, Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fapprs. Furthermore, I notice in your report—— 

General Marsuarn. May I add to that? 

Mr. Fapprs. Surely. 

General Marsuaun. One of the great difficulties we Jabor under 
is that the public does not understand that matériel is worthless un- 
less there is a highly trained personnel to operate it. People do not 
see the difference between a; force in France in 1918, in a stabilized 
sector, and the fast-moving team which mechanization and air render 
necessary, and which require far more training, far more develop- 
ment, than the slow-moving tactics of the old World War. They ag 
not recognize what an Army corps is, nor what a tremendously com- 
plicated agency it is; how much territory it covers, nor the diffi- 
culties under which it operates. 

The difference in our propien as compared to that of the Navy, 
for example, is this: Only a team can fight a ship and it requires 
much technical preparation to develop that team, both as to the indi- 
vidual’s knowledge of his job, and as to coordination among the 
members of the team. The team has to be so developed that de- 
spite the shock of battle, explosions, and so forth, it will continne 
to function according to a prescribed procedure. However, nobody 
runs from a ship, because there is no place to run and hiding in the 
hull is of no advantage. The ship is full of buttons and fixed 
gadgets that the electrical companies have built into them. And, 
Mr. Faddis, I think you will agree with me, that you never saw a 
button on a battlefield. There communications are not welded or 
built into the structure. They are scattered over the face of the 
earth. Your first er of a modern battlefield would be when 
you plunge forward on it. You do not see the artillery unit that is 
supporting you. You may never see it in your lifetime, yet it is 
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the unit that has to pour down the artillery fire at the place and 
the time you need it. 

There 1s an added complication, in complete contrast to the naval 
problem. A hostile vessel will lie somewhere between the horizon 
and your ship, and you fire directly at it. We have the problem of 
oractically never seeing our target straight to the front, becauso as 
ar ng possible the machine guns and the other weapons fire from 
enfilade, and are behind the hill or cover to your front. All of 
which presents a tremendously difficult problem and all of which 
requires a tremendous development of technique and the highest 
standard of discipline. Our men must be hardened and_ trained 
until they will respond to orders to do what they think is not humanly 
possible to do, 

We have had some tragic examples in our history of gout men, 
sound men, being involved in humiliating reactions on the battle- 
field and the very same men performing magnificently at a later 
date, when they had been thoroughly organized and trained. We 
had such situations in the Civil War. In fact, most of the Union 
army ran into the arms of Congress I think after the first Battle 
of Bull Run, And yet later on those same men did some of the 
heaviest fighting and took the heaviest punishment in the history 
of the world. But it took years to develop that state of discipline. 

The personnel phase, as you say, has been dwarfed by the material 
phase. The public interest has been focused on statistics, on huge 
sums in billions, and in debates as to whether the schedules are all 
that they should be, as to whether the weapon is the right type 
or not. 

Mr. Fappis. Do you not believe the reason for that is this, that 
ney are guilty of exactly what they accuse the War Department 
of being guilty of, all the time, in that they are always thinking 
of the next war in terms of the last war. 

General Marsiatu, Yes, sir. : 

Mr, Fapp1s, The public has its mind fashioned on the World War 
and the systems and methods used in the World War. The public 
in general has failed to grasp the idea that warfare today is geared 
to the spirit of the times, the machine age. 

General Marsiiau, Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fappis. Further along that thought, I gather that the actual 
training program has been badly broken into because it has been 
necessary to reach into the various outfits you had when it started, and 
take out valuable personnel and transfer them around to the new 
increments as they came in, and that it has been necessary ag to many 
of these units to break them up and make them into units of a differ- 
ent character because of the change in the methods of warfare. 

For instance, I see in your report where you broke up 17 cavalry 
divisions, I believe it was? 

General Marsua.u, Four cavalry divisions. 

Mr. Fappis. Seventeen cavalry regiments, I believe. 

General Marsnatn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Fappis. And you made them into mechanized cavalry and 
tank units and field artillery, and so forth. So that has interfered 
with the training program up to this point. And because of the 
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necessity of this reorganization and because of tho necessity of reach- 
ing in and getting valuable officers and noncommissioned officers, and 
transferring them around, our training: program: really has_ not. 
reached the state of efficiency that it might ive if that had not. been 
necessary, 

General Manrsnarn. Yes, sivy that is correct, The National Guard 
infantry divisions were kept as clear of changes as possible in order 
to pive them a full opportunity for development, The special units 
that you refer to were converted into corps cavalry, half mechanized 
and half horse units, and also into antiaireraft units, ATL Regular 
units had to provide cadre after cadre for the development of new 
units or for the setting up of the great replacement training centers— 
all of which interfered very seriously with the program of training. 
We are just. now coming out of the woods, 

Mr, Fappis, ‘That is all, 

Mr. Arenps. How large an army do you think it is necessary to 
have to defend the Western Hemisphere is eal 

General Marsnane. Under present. conditions, over and above the 
152,000 additional men for the Air Corps already provided for, we 
need about 150,000 more men. Specifically, we do not. want to create 
additional divisions at the present time. We wish to avoid that, if 
it. is possible to do so. We want to improve the quality of the divi- 
sions we now have. Wo want to establish one basically sound force. 
It. may be that later on, if the situation becomes more serious, we 
will have to add additional divisions, But. we would do that in the 
rear of eur present force, which we now have well on the way to 
dependable efficiency and without breaking up present. units. 

The additional 150,000 men are needed to restore to units men 
taken away in order to provide signal, engineer, antitank, and other 
special units that we need but for which we have had no authoriza- 
tion, Also we need men to replace those taken out of divisions to 
garrison the leased bases for which no men had been provided. 

If the situation develops into actual operations there would be a 
number of units that. would have to be hastily created, such as port 
units, military police companies, engineers, and elements of that sort. 
But as matters stand now, we do not want to increase the present. 
number of divisions of the continental Army, except for the Armored 
Force. 

Mr. Arenns. In other words, a million and a half or a million six 
hundred thousand more would be suflicient. 

General Marsnarn, About a million seven hundred thousand. 
There have been proposals that we take on 900,000 selectees in addi- 
tion to those that we wish to hold in service. We do not want to do 
that. In the first place, we have not the sheiter. _In the second place, 
such an increase is not needed at the moment. We will want. to in- 
duct. as many of the authorized 900,000 as we need, but we will want 
to exchange them for others that we will release from active service 
and send back home. 

Mr. Arenns. In other words, if these selectees remain in for a longer 
length of time, the induction will be slowed up with these new 
selectees? 

General Marsxauy. It will be slowed no more than is necessary. 
We have gone ahead in July and August to an overstrength in order 
to level off the numbers in our 3-month training centers. 
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Mr, Anenps. Following up Mr, Thomason’s inquiry, could we pos- 
sibly get wv list of the number of selectees going out over the period 
of the next 6 months beginning September 1? 

General Manstare. Wo have data here that shows the numbers 
inducted each month to include June 1941, The 12-month period of 
training and service will naturally be finished 1 year Jater, 

(‘The statement. referred to is ag follows :) 


Memorandum—Iinduetion of aclecteca by month 
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Total. 20. Be tes ein ee soa Retin s eeted ack sale tetas. 603, 596 


Mr, Anenps. Just one other thought [had in mind. Tecan see from 
your standpoint the desirability of a declaration of a national emer- 
gency, But T think it goes even a little further than the Army. I 
a «the national emergency goes pretty wide, probably beyond the 
Army. 

Gcekal Manrsia., There is now a national emergency in regard 
to everything but the military forees. The President hag declared 
an unlimited emergency, but. this does not affect the Army and Navy. 

Mr. Arenns. But not declared by Congress. 

General Marsnarn. No, sir. 

Mr. Arenps. I think there is a great. difference between that and a 
national emergency declared by Congress. That is all, 

Mr. Crason. General, T would like to ask you this, How many men 
would you expect to have in all branches of the Army by July 1, 1942, 
under your present plan ? 

General Mansyany. About 1,700,000. 

Mr. Crason. Then, on the theory either you are not going to kee 
these selectecs in very long, whom you now have in—that is, muc 
longer than 1 year’s service, or else you are not going to induct many 
new men. 

General Marsuaty. We are not. going to keep the present select ees, 
all of them, for an indefinite period. We are going to bring in as 
many new men as are needed to replace the ones we release. 

Mr. Clason, what I am trying to avoid is a fixed rule which cannot 
be applied without damage to the Army. 

Mr. Crason. Following’ your theory, then, certain inductees, if 
they happen to be unfortunate enough to get into certain regiments, 
may be Weld on for 2 years, while others, who were brought in at the 
same time, and are equally needing the training, are likely to get out 
at. the end of 12 months? 

General Marsuatt. Even a young man at isolated Dutch Harbor 
would not be held for such a long period as you mention. 

Mr. Crason. I thought your idea was that you want to keep up 
the regiments, filled to their enlisted strength, by using the selectees 
and keeping them there? 

General Marsnaty. We have already filled them up to full strength 
with selectees. 
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Mr. Crason, You wish to keop those men in those partioular repi- 
niontal 

CGonoral Manaiann. Not indefluttely, but wo should not) be eom- 
welled to releawa theme at the ond of 12 months ‘There tsa reginent 
Wa diviaion in Toxag, wo will aay: for whieh there id no immediate 
Prost of epeclal employment, Tt would ho very simple to meet 

hat problem. A cortain percontage por month could be released and 
thay would be replaced by others coming from the training contors, 
mon of Che new 100,000 authorized under the torma of the Selective 
"Training and Servies Act, 

Mr, Chavon, On tho other hand, you keep Regular troopy in the 
Philippines and in Thawaii and in Banama Canal Zone except for a 
Dumber possibly les than 4,400. Ef that ig true, and those plnees 
ave all built up and well-established fortiflentions, it seem to me, that 
if thoy need (he presonco of Rogulay troops, cortainty the Army whieh 
ia going into Teoland or going into Bragil, ought to be made up only 
of Regulars, well trained, HY men who are merely inductees, who 
have had from 3 to 6 months of training. 

Govoral Maraiann, How aro you going to got the Regulars? 

Mr, Coason. As Tundoratand, under tho records which were before 
this committeo the last. time wo had hearinga, you can got approxi 
mately 85,000 now enlistments avery month. 

Genoval Marsnann, T said tho lirgest number wo ever received was 
from July to September 1940, under the impotua of the solective- 
servicer debates, and undor the greatest veoruiting: campaign we had 
ever undertaken, and that number averaged about. 39,000 a month, 
Mon are going out all the time at the end of thoir services so that 
the number of onlistmonts does not represent tho net gain, 

Mr. Crason. Surely, 

Gonoral Maraiars, So whilo we aro onlisting 89,000, we ave losing 
somewhoers around 9,000, Tn other words, the net would be 30,000 
and we actually have requirements for 600,000 8-year mon. 

Mr, Chason., Where are you going to put those 600,000 men out- 
side of continental United States? It would take only a very small 
fraction of the number that would go to Iceland or to Brazil, unless 
you are thinking about. an expeditionary force. 

Gonoral Maraiann, Mr. Clason, we have our numerous bases and 
our regular overseas garrisons and wo havo got to maintain a con- 
tinontal army. TI must not. transfor from our homo forces all of the 
experienced soldiors, the 8-year mon. 

I have to provide 3-year mon for the huge Air Corps, which is 
strugeling to get such volunteors right now, even though it is a very 
popular service, Your scheme, I think, means attempting an im- 
possible proposition. 

The Air Corps must have 75 percent 8-year men. The Armored 
Forve has to have a substantial nucleus of 8-year men. 

Then there are other requirements. Each of the triangular divi- 
sions must have a nucleus of 8-year men. The National Guard divi- 
sions must have a similar, dependable corps or nucleus of 3-year men, 
Otherwise, we would have merely a training school, instead of an 
army. Training schools are necessary, but there must be an army, 
too. 
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Then there are tho outside or oversony considerations; the Philip- 
pines, Hawaii, and Panama, Those garrisons require d-yenr men, 

Tho conditions and requirements add up to an impossible prob- 
lem for solution on a volunteer basis. ‘And besides, please keep this 
in mind, Volunteoring ix an uncertain proposition, and we are not 
in a specilative situation, We are preparing to stand off a highly 
professional crow, Wo must know within reaxonable limits what 
wo are fo have in mon, 

Mr, Crason, Since September of nat: year, has any attempt been 
made, any rol attempt, Co sectire as many voluntary enlistments for 
B-yorr forme as Cho Army could getd 

Qoneral Hattie, You, sit, © have beon trying to got up to a 
xtrongth of 600,000 8-year mon and have not gotten it yet, 

Wo have 476,000 8-year mon in the Army now, 

Qoneral Mansinan., And wo must have a mininun of whatd 

General Hatsuir, About. 640,000, 

Qonoral Manaian., That is the very minimum we must have, and 
wo are working towards that. 

Mr. Cruason. Goneral, if understood the statements made by 
offlcers in the Army, about solectoes and the National Guard, ap- 
parently many of them are anxious to remain beyond the [2 months’ 
lime, Has any attempt been made to ascertain if that is #0? 

Goneral Mansuau. Mr. Clason, such an action would involve the 
question of a national vote, as it were, Wo must not use political 
methods within the Army, They are highly desirable for a democ- 
racy, but. not for an army. That. sort it hi is going on now and 
ix wrecking morale. All sorts of agencies are working upon the 
individual soldier to stir up dissension, No such army can be de- 
pended on to defend America, 

Mr, Crason, How many troops do you need in Teeland, for 
instance? 

General Marauar, I must not tell you that. 

Mr, Craton. How many do you expect to have in the bases you 
Kecured from the British? 

Gonoral Manrsiann. T do not want to give out that information, 
sir, Wo have 125,000 men on foreign service at the present time, 
and thore must be a further increase, 

Mr. Crason. Do you think it is fair, or proper to send. selectees 
with only a fow weeks’ or months’ training into Iceland, where they 
might be involved in war, since they are in contact with the enemy? 

onoral Mansiatn. No, sir; I do not think it is fair or proper to 


.do so and T think it is most unfair to the War Department to put 


it in the position of either doing it or failing to provide the necessary 
security, T am resisting such action because we cannot afford to 
send men to such distant localities and then have to bring them back 
by boat a few weeks or months later. 

Mr, Crason. Well, you would send Regulars there? 

General Marsuauy. Mr. Clason, I am trying to get a unified army 
and you are trying to have a collection of classified groups. . 
_ Mr. Cason. No; Iam wondering why a year ago, when the ques- 
tion was brought up, you did not pet a Regular Army of as many 3- 
Aare aaa as possible at that time, when they were coming 
into it 
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Qoneral Mansur, Woll, we did, but the minute the selective-service 
debates ceased, enlistments went down, We cannot build up large 
forces ona volunteer basis, Our history proves conclusively the waste- 
fulness of such a procedure. 

Mr, Cosrerio, General, do not. you think a lot of those men who 
might otherwise go into the Army are getting jobs in industry? 

eneral Maranars. You have brought up a very serious problem, 
Weare not at warand the men in the Army are giving us thoir services 
for small pay, not small in terms of soldiers’ pay in other parts of 
the world but. very small in terms of the wages now being received by 
other men in industry, , 

Ono serious consideration pertains to the possible future of the 
National Guard. Woe have had to make up our plans for the return 
of the National Guard at the end of 12 months, because of that require- 
ment in the law, What happens when a National Guard division 
woes home? Tt returns to its State status and becomes a State unit 
under the Governor; it ceases to be in the Army of the United States. 

The Federal Government has a contract relationship with the 
guard under which it provides iegulations for its (raining, its type 
of organization, its arms, its uniforms, its equipment, and the pay 
of its members for certain preseribed drills, and camps. 

Tho guardsman himself is at perfect liberty to go beyond the boun- 
davies of the State, ‘Take, for example, a division recruited largely 
froma farmae vostviet. When it returns to its homo district the 
men will disperse toward the jobs at high pray which are to be found 
in tho industrial centers. That division will be washed out, and 
Will cease to havea value asa military asset, 

The vory fact that this isa great industrial program introduces a 
complicated situation in the development. of an army while we are 
stil! on a peace basis. 

Mr. Crason. I thought the argument or the reason why we do 
not have more volunteers was that the trouble is not on account 
of ovr national interests being imperiled from abroad, but due to 
a change in economic conditions, whieh is an important one, 

QGeneval Mansitatn. I do not agree on that, sir From my point 
of view, that is not _a correct statement. of the cause. 

Mr. Crason, Before the Senate you testified, as T understand it, 
on page 9 of this report. of the hearings of July 9, 1941. You were 
asked questions in regard to this volunteering for service of those 
3-year men, and you said: 

Yes; we figure at the present time and under present conditions that) we 
showd have ao minimum of approximately 640,000) 8-year volunteers. How- . 
ever, as we oceupy the Atlantle bases and increase our overseas garrisons this 
figure will have to be increased progressively to approximately 800,000, 


Then the question was asked: 
Did I understand you to say 3-year volunteers? 
Your reply was: 


Yes; we should have a minimum of approxtmately 640,000 3-year men at 
the present time. * * * We now have 476,000, 


Now, as I understand that statement, it is not your intention to 
use these inductees in connection with the overseas bases, but to use 
3-year volunteer men, whom you plan to get. and use them when 
those bases are developed? 
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General Haran, ‘That statement was made under the assumption 
that the seleetees would go home at the end of 12 months, and that 
they could, therefore, not be used there, If the selectee stays in 
he will be sent. wherever needed, because, to all intents and purposes, 
all the men will be on the same basis. 

Mr. Crason. Then do I understand from your statement, General 
Haislip, your idea is to consider now these ailueties if this resolution 
goes through, as being in the position of 8-yeur service men? 

General FWAranie. Yes; but only in that they will not have to go 
out ona particular date and will then become part. of one Army, 
which is what the Chief of Staff is trying to get. He is trying to 
get all of his troops on the sume basis; then they can be used inter- 
changeably for any mission that. happens to come, 

1 might say, generally, the whole iden is to maintain and continue 
the Selective Training und Service Act by training men, releasing 
them, and building up a trained reserve, No one has the iden of 
freezing the Army as it is now, but the idea is to release men under 
: flexible system without destroying the efficiency of our present 

Orces, 

Mr. Crason. With reference to this 800,000 figure, the 800,000 
Regulars were going to be secured with this Selective Service Act 
remaining in effect, were they not? 

General Marsuars, 1 do not think that. we could possibly get them. 

Mr. Crason. What. effort. is being made to secure them at the present 
time, as compared with what was done a year ago between August 
und September? 

General Harsrar. Colonel Stout, will you answer thet question? 

Colonel Srour, ‘To pet 3-year men in the Army, the Adjutant 
General put. on a very intensive recruiting campaign. He tried radio 
broadcasts, paid advertising, and everything else. In addition to that, 
there had been much discussion in Congress and in the papers about 
selective service and many men were trying their best to get into the 
service of their own volition, instead of waiting to be drafted. The 
recruiting: went up in July to 32,000 men, and on up to 43,000 men 
in October. In November it went down to 24,000, and at that time 
we also took them in for 1 year—anything, to get them in. 

In November, when we took in our first selectees, the recruiting 
dropped down to 28,000 or 24,000, and it has averaged about, 18,000 
to 20,000 since then—because of 2 reasons, primarily: The big pres- 
sure of getting in first, which all Americans want to do, was off; 
the Selective Service Act. was law and, as they were subject to induc- 
tion, they waited for that. There was no incentive to volunteer. 
Another thing was the high rates of pay that were being paid in 
industry on the outside, And the whole history of recruiting has been 
that the higher the rates of pay on the outside, the harder it is to 
get. recruits and the poorer the quality of the recruits, I imagine if 
we made a graph of the recruiting records and a graph of the pay 
rates, we would fiud that. when the one went up, the other went 
down exactly in proportion. 

Mr. Smitu. General, if the national interests were not imperiled, 
it would be all right to let them go out? 

General Marsnatx. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Smurn. If the law states it is imperiled, you could plan on that; 
if the national interest is not imperiled, you could plan on that? 


etch 
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Genornl Marsiann, Yes, sir, 

Mv. Sater, And if the national interests were not imperiled, then 
thay could be replaced # 

Qoneral Manenars. Yos, sir, 

(‘The committes thereupon took a recess until 2 p.m.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


The comnittes resumed in executive session, at 2 p.m, Hon, An- 
drew J. May (chairman) presiding, 

Tho Cramaran, The committes will be in order, 

Mv, Clason, you may proceed, 

Mv, Crason, General Marshall, do you make any distrinetion be- 
tween the need for the National Guard and for tho solectecs 4 

Qenoral Marsan, No, sir 

Mr. Crason, You think one is just as essential (o keep in the service 
us the othor? 

General Manrsirann. Yes, sir, 

Mr. Chason, The National Guard apparently, according to your 
report, on page 8, was particularly necessary in order to provide 
what. really amounts to a skeleton organization for the training of 
ths electeos? 

General Manaitan. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Cuason, L understood this morning that you felt that the selec- 
tees might be allowed to leave tho service very shortly after the 12- 
month period, 

General Mansians. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Crason, Would you expect the same of the National Guard? 
General Marsttany, Generally, as to individuals, but not as to units, 
sit, 
or Crason. How about the selectees? ‘They aro not units, are 
they 

General Marstaun. ‘They are individuals. 

Mr. Crason, They are individuals. 

General Marsuatn. Iam speaking about. the organizations of the 
National Guard—regiments, brigades, and divisions. When I speak 
of solectees, I am talking about individuals. And IT would like to 
say, also, Mr, Clason, that, when I spoke nbout the National Guard 
being necessary for the training of the selectees, I was talking about 
it in that light because at that time we had no replacement training 
centers nor did we have the personnel to create them. Kkeplacement 
training centers had to be officered by Reserve officers, and they had 
to bo trained in order to be able to function. We utterly tacked the 
necessary amounts of matériel for the centers. ‘That matériel ex- 
isted in the hands of the National Guard. The officer force and tho 
noncommissioned officer force were present in the National Guard. 
So, as a plan for the prompt building up of the Army, not for its 
development over a period of years, it was essential from that point 
of view alone to utilize the National Guard by bringing it into active 
service. Otherwise, we would have had to emasculate it by taking 
away its equipment, and. psychologically, destroying it. 

However, we needed their regiments and divisions. We had been 
working on them for 20 years, trying to build up their efficiency, 
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trying to train staffs, T personally worked with division and brigade 
staffs and with the divisions generally of the National Guard, That 
had been part of my duties drhig the perio 1 of 20 years following 
tho World War. It seemed to me, aside from the fact that it was 
not in accordance with the national policy—it seemed to me out. of 
the question to abandon all of that development when we needed 
an armed force as quickly as we could get. it. 

Tf you recall, in the early summer, when the National Guard issue 
first came up, 1 spoke to you gentlemen specifically about. our urgent 
desire to bring in a first increment of 4 divisions, and FT think 26 
separate regiments, antiaircraft and const artillery. We wanted to 
put them in summer camps the ist of July; we wanted to get. them 
started on a schedule of intensive training beeause in case of an 
emergency we would have needed them urgently for specific assign: 
ments, 

I would have you keep in mind also that, at that time, we did not 
know whether or not the British Empire would be in existence at 
the end of the next 6 weeks or 2 months and whether or not we 
would find ourselves with the Atlantic completely open to naval 
forces hostile to our interests. 

All of those things came into the picture at that particular time— 
training: possibilities, matériel, the necessity for having units avail- 
able for specific purposes, 

IT recall saying then that we wanted to develop deliberately, and, 
again to use the phrase that T have used too much, we wanted to do 
things in a businesslike fashion. 

We wanted to start: with a modest increment. We did not want 
to bring all the guard in at once. We have never wanted to do that. 

Now, today, we do not want to let. them all go out at once, Tam not 
now speaking solely of the National Guard organizations, Tf the 
National Guard is sent home now, it is automatically necessary to 
create new units, and if that decision is made, it will change our 
military policy. It will eliminate the National Guard from further 
serious consideration as a factor in the national defense. It will 
have to be placed in a much lower category for the immediate defense 
of this country, and it would be necessary to maintain large forces of 
some other kind. 

Whether that other force is composed of some units of 3-year men, 
some units of 50 percent 3-year men, and other units of 25 percent 
8-year men, depending on the degree of readiness necessary, the 
organization of such a force would constitute a new national policy. 
You would be nullifying the National Defense Act of 1920. The 
Selective Training and Service Act is merely an amplification of the 
National Defense Act—a system that was wanted at the time of its 
passage, but which could not be voted. These are the reasons we 
are not considering at the present time the sending home of National 
Guard organizations, 

‘The selectee should enter the ranks of the National Guard exactly 
as he goes into the ranks of the Regular Army, from the replacement 
training center, after the completion of 8 months of individual train- 
ing. 

Once he is with his unit in the present situation, his period of service 
should depend on developments, If there is a prolonged period of 
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uncertainty, such as we now have, we wish to continue the rotation of 
the selectees as far as possible, in order to bring new men in for 
training. ‘The longer we freeze the men in the vais of the Army the 
more difficult it will be to maintain their morale, unless real trouble 
starts, Then morale takes care of itself, 

{ would like to rend an extract from my testimony before the 
Senate committee on July 17, which has not. yet been printed, Is that 
agreeable to you, Mr. Clason? 

Tho Cuamman. Go right ahead, General. 

General Marsuany (reading) : 

The President has deemed It expedient to declare an unlimited emergency con- 
cerning clvil functions and the War Department, and PE personally, now belleve 


ft to be urgently necessary in the publle interest for Congress to aeelare the 
existence of a nattonal emergency. 


Tn answer to a question of Senator Austin's, I made this reply: 


Senator Austin, on questions of legislative strategy, Tamia layman, a neylee, 
On the urgency of the situation, however, Ido not regard myself as a layman nor 
as a novice, but rather as no highly responsible military agent of the government. 

There {s no doubt In my mind whatsoever about the existence of an emergency, 

The declaration of an emergency does not create it. An emergency 
exists whether or not the Congress declares it. Tam asking you to 
recognize the fact—the fact that the national interest is imperiled and 
that an emergency exists. Dam not asking you to manufacture a faet, 

Because an emergency exists it is necessary that authority be 
granted to hold National Guard units, Reserves, and selectees in the 
service beyond 12 months. The emergency creates this necessity. 
What form of statute you enact is unimportant so Tong as it au- 
thorizes that. which the national interest requires. That 1s, the crea- 
tion and maintenance of a strong, ready, armed foree. One which 
can respond to whatever may be required. Not a force, fettered by 
inelastic rules, And, if T may say so, rules do not. recognize emer- 
gencies, nor do emergencies permit the existence of hampering rules. 

Mr. Chason. It seems to me—and I was wondering what your posi- 
tion might be—that the Congress might well consider the two groups 
in two different. resolutions, because it seems to me that the National 
Guard is in an entirely different position from the position of the 
selectees. It is contained in a different. law, contained in a different 
wording, and with an entirely different background. One is by 
nature a voluntary group, the National Guard; the other is a drafted 
group. 

Do you not feel that that would be a better way; and that the two 
types of men are in different positions? 

General Marsuan.. Practically all of the National Guard units 
have froin 30 to 50 percent. of selectees in their ranks. So the one 
includes the other. Practically all of the National Guard units have 
a certain number of Reserve officers. All of the National Guard 
units have the 3-year volunteers of the National Guard and the orig- 
inal officers commissioned in the National Guard. 

My problem is to create an army out of all of these differing cate- 
gories, several of which have not yet been mentioned. We also have 
the Regrilar Army Reserve. That is another category and a special 
law refers to it. We have brought the Regular Army Reserve into 
active service. 
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We have the Reserve officers in three different categories. We have 
the National Guard officers, and 3-year enlisted men who are a nor- 
mal part of the Guard, We have National Guard officers who have been 
given temporary commissions from noncommissioned rank and who 
will go buck to noncommissioned grades at the end of the emergency, 
Wo have the officers who have been commissioned, on 3, 4, 6, or 6 weeks’ 
preparation, in the National Guard, either as it was preparing to 
come into Federal service or shortly thereafter. 

We have the Regular Army units, with everything in their ranks but 
the National Guardsman, But the larger units such as the Army 
Corps, include a number of National Guard organizations, 

So we have a veritable mélange, a complete interweaving of all com- 
ponents in the Army, with separate laws applying to each, ; 

IL submit that the most effective service you can render the national 
defense at this time is to permit us to create a united army, that 1 
cnn treat. as an army, and eliminate the forced special consideration of 
various groups. 

As the Army exists today, I need a lawyer constantly at my side, 
but lawyers and legal complications are imappropriate to a battle- 
field, 

IT am utterly sincere in this, The other day I told a number of the 
leading Members of Congress that. the way to go at this matter is to 
recognize the emergency and do it boldly, and squarely, without quib- 
ble or cireumlocution, We are in a most serious situation, and I can- 
not. believe that. we will benefit. by any evasion of the fact. An Arm 
at best isu -very difficult instrument to create, and to maintain at. high 
eficiency, A scrambled army, an ineflicient army is both costly and 
a dubious investment. That is my sincere reaction, Mr, Clason, 

Mr. Fappis, Will the General yield for a question? 

General Manrsirans. Yes, sir. 

Mr, Fappis, Is it not a fact. that the piecemeal approach to this 
question has seriously hampered you? 

General Marsuanr. Very much so. Let me add this thought. You 
asked me a question this morning that gave me a fine opening, but I 
was too slow to take advantage of it. You were talking about the 
matériel phase being better understood by the public than the per- 
sonnel phase. I can get billions of dollars with comparative ease; 
but, when I get down to the practical proposition about personnel, 
then my real difficulties begin, T can go before a committee and get 
billions, and we have urgently needed them, Also, they appall me in 
their amount, but the point is, every one seems willing’ to do business 
on those terms. But all of that effort, all of those billions are futile 
unless you provide the highly trained personnel. 

T think it is a perfectly remarkable thing, in our form of democ- 
racy, with its complete liberty of the press and differing: points of 
view, that we were able to have the Selective Training and Service 
Act. written into the law as early, or as Inte, whichever way you 
want to put it, as September 1940. That was a truly remarkable 
aceomplishment. of democracy. Some may say that it might have 
been done earlier, I do not feel that way about it, though T suffer 
from the apparent. delay. For I do think that it was na splendid 
demonstration of the practical workings of democracy, that we were 
able to secure that. definite action in time of peace. — 
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T admit that we had to have a freightening situation, a catastrophic 
situation, but we did take the necessary, the great preliminary step 
of preparation, and everybody submitted to that decision. 

Throughout the winter the men in our new Army showed a fine 
state of morale, without evidence of the confused reactions of the 


civilian communities, and in great contrast to the present morale - 


in some units, I am sorry to say, as a result of all of this uncertainty 
and debate, these allegations and recriminations—and I have the 
responsibility of struggling with morale under the difficulties of 
the present situation. With a united public, with a united people, 
and a united front, my problem would be vastly simplified. 1 think 
now we have reached the point where we must be exceedingly direct 
and frank. 

Mr. Cuason. I notice you spoke of this as being a secret. proposi- 
tion. The newspapers carried the statement you had stated to a 
gioup of congressional leaders that _regardless of legislative hin- 
drances, if the time comes when the United States security requires 
troops to be dispatched outside of the Western Hemisphere they will 
be sent first and Congress will be informed of the action later. 

General Manrsuatu. That is not a correct statement, sir. There 
have been a great many statements credited to me that I have first 
learned of in the press, 

Mr. Crason. I agree with you. I notice on page 10 of your report 
you stated you called for the National Guard 2 weeks or a month earlier 
than you felt was necessary, for the purpose of securing the passage 
of the Selective Service Act. 

General Marsan. For the purpose of pventne its defeat. Iwas 
very intent on arranging matters in an efficient manner, but T had to 
send troops intended for New England to camps down in ‘Texas, It 
was necessary for me to arrange matters personally in order to meet 
the legislative situvtion. I had been reliably informed that had we 
delayed as much as a week in putting the men in camp we would have 
been charged with not being ready. We would have had a volunteer 
system forced on us instead of securing a democratic selective service 
system, or, at least, the selective service system would have been put 
off until after election, and then possibly would have been fatally 
emasculated into some volunteer compromise method. The emer- 
gency at that time did not permit of such delay or legislative 
compromise, in my opinion. 

So I had to neeeht the situation and do the best I could to manage 
things, accepting all the hazards involved. Later I had to meet the re- 
criminations and criticisms, but I expected that. It. cost about $900,- 
000, for example, to prepa the temporary tent camp for the Forty- 
fourth Division. We had planned to put the Forty-fourth Division in 
camp about the ist of July, which could have been done at small ex- 
pense, while the cantonment was being built. But we were not allowed 
to do that, all of which is an illustration of the extreme difficulties under 
which we have had to labor in such matters. 

The Cratrsaan. You have been ina strait jacket all the time? 

General Marsxwauu. The problems have been extremely difficult. 
That is why I say the time has come to meet this particular problem 
head on, without evasion, with cold logic rather than with political 
compromises. ‘The times are too serious for the latter, I think. 
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Mr, Crason. What ®6itld you say with regard to the item in the 
newspaper of Churchill’s speech on February 10, 1941? Do you agree 
with the things in his statement, which was to the effect that in the 
last war the United States sent 2,000,000 men across the Atlantic, but 
this is not a war of vast armies hurling immense masses of shells at one 
another. We do not nead the gallant armies which are formed through- 
out the American Union, We do not need them this year, nor the next 
year, or any year I can foresea. 

General Marsuauw. I do not. wish to comment on his statements. 

we Crason. You do not visualize, then, an expeditionary force at 
all?. 
General Marsuaty. I do not know where it could land, or where 
it could obtain the necessary shipping for « long time to come, un- 
less you are referring to the Iceland proposition as an A. E, I. 

Mr. Criason. You do not see it? 

General Mansnatu, Frankly, I do not see it today. ; 

Mr. Cuason. Do not you also feel that Russia, which at the time 
the Selective Service Act was passed was niding the Germans and is 
now an ally of the British, and with our fleet increased in power by 
the new battleships and other units, ard the fact England did with- 
stand the threat of its collapse in 6 months, according to Secretar 
Knox—do you not feel, so far as the international peril is sneered: 
that there is less danger today of attack on the United States by 
Hitler than there was at the time the Selective Service Act was 
passed ? 

General Marsuaty. No, sir; I think just the opposite is the case. 

Mr. Ciason. Then will you tell us why, please? 

The Cuamman. That is all foreign to the issue here. 

Mr. Crason. I think it. is very important to determine whether or 
not the Selective Service Act should be extended. 

The Cuamsan, I wish the gentleman would go ahead and get 
through as soon as he can, because we have a dozen other men who 
want to question the General. 

General Marsnay, I think the Russian campaign has delayed the 
possibility of attack on England, but it appears from the meager 
data available that the German armies are pretty well up to schedule. 
Whether bad weather, whether heavy ldss«3, whether later resistance 
will cause long delays or a crippling morale effect on the German 
Army, I cannot say at this time. But I feel, with Russia disposed of, 
as far as the Volga, for example, the next move will probably come 
quickly in a rush through Spain and Portugal into North Africa, 
and possibly a farther movement into the Near East. 

‘(After discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Crason. You do not expect any activity on the part of Ameri- 
can troops in any foreign country in the near future? 

General Marsuaty, No; I do not foresee any such activity. 

_ Mr. Cuason. What would you say about releasing the men from 
28 on, and all married men from selectees, in view of the legislatioa 
that has gone through? oe dt: o, 

General Manrsnats...As I have already said, we want to do that 
and intend to do it. I included that idea in my. biennial report. 

was talking about 28-year-old men and older then, but we can go 
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into the married cases also.. Some of thalygiaam vero quite different 
from others in their attitude toward martyg 

Mr. Harness. Gereral, you do not mean ‘y 
ried after the act was approved ? a, ie 

General MarsHatu. No; I am not reftrring to those cases. 
. Mr. Harness. You mean thoge who wef married at the time of 
the draft? ; TAS Gaal ct 

General Marsuaty. Yes. Some of .the-local boards inducted mar- 
ried men, others did not. As I said before, we are now releasing men 
from all components.. We can broaden the application of this policy 
when we see our way clear and have a legislative decision on existing 
limitations. We can then make replacements on a more businesslike 
basis. We intend to do those things because it is to the Army’s in- 
terest to do so, aside from questions of expediency. If we have men 
in the ranks who are in a mental foment, men who have reason to 
feel great anxiety as to their families back home, they should be 
released, if practicable. If the man is merely a stubborn, opinion- 
ated, undisciplined character, that is yet another matter. 

Mr, Cuason. I notice this joint resolution concerning this pro- 
vides— 

That the Congress hereby expressly declares that a national emergency exists, 
to the extent and for the purpose only of— . 


doing two things.) _° 

One, Reaping the selectees in the armed service? 

General Marswatu, Yes, sir. 

Mr. Cuason. In other words, there is no national emergency nor 
any other reason, so far as Congress is concerned, to release the law 
under which the selectees came into the service, which says they shall 
be discharged after 12 months except whenever Congress has declared 
the national interest is imperiled. Now, why does not that open up 
the entire controversy again, as to whether or not there has been a 
contract with those draftees? 

General Marsnaty. I do not favor that resolution, sir. IT think 
that is putting the cart before the horse. The existence of an emer- 
gency, in my opinion, is a fact, not a theory. I have the form of a 
resolution here—— 

The Crammnan. Is that the same one I have in my office? 

General Marsnaty, Yes, sir; that is the one you have. 

Mr. Cuason. I wonder if you would read that. Can you tell us 
what the purpose is? 

The CrarrmMan. I have copies here for the committee, and I am 
going to give a copy to each one of you as soon as we get through 
with the hearings. : 

Mr. Cason. We would like to see it now. - 

The Cuairman, If you want one, I'will give it to you now. 

Mr. Epmisron. General, I have been listening to your testimony 
very attentively and am very much inpressed by the seriousness 
of thé situation. The thought occurs to me that we are not going 
to have much trouble, I do not think, in remedying this situation 
so far as the members of this committee are concerned, who have 
the picture which you painted for us here: In other words, you can 
sell ‘it to thig committee because you can lay the cards on the table 
and talk, but we cannot go on the floor of the House with this off- 
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the-record testimony and say things there that have been said here. 
And the thought does occur to me, it seems to me, the country needg 
a little arousing; that; we should be permitted to tell the country 
more of the situation as it does exist. I do not want to be an 
alarmist, but I do think we are too complacently smug in America 
about what could happen to us and happen in a hell of a hurry. 
. General Marsuaut. I have tried in my limited way to meet that 
situation, because I find that, in general, what I have said had been 
so ignored in the major part and so distorted in the minor part 
that a state of confusion existed not only among the camps but also at 
home. So I have had the hearings of July 9, 1941, before the Senate 
Committee on Military Affairs reprinted and they are being sent to 
every organization in the Army, My biennial report. is being printed 
algo so that each company day room will have one, and the men 
can see exactly what was really recommended, and why, 
-. The question is how to bring the people to a realization of the situ- 
ation. They are laboring in a state of complete confusion. I agree 
with you that in some way or other we must make the situation 
apparent. . 
r. Epsiston. That was what I have in mind. 

- General Marsyauy. I have always felt an aversion to the .War 
Department undertaking anything that might be characterized as a 
propaganda service. As a matter of fact, our proposals are now. 
getting a much better reaction from the public. | 

Mr. Epsuston. Yes. Sigs gens 
. General Marsuau. I think the serious error with. regard to my 
report lay in the fact that I did not have a summary available for 
the telegraph services, so that the first news flashes would have 
presented 2 more accurate statement of what I had recommended. 
‘ Mr, Exston. General, you say you are getting a better reaction 
now from the public? 
’ General Mansuay. Yes, sir. 
' Mr, Exston. Because of the fact that the public is getting a little 
more information? : : 

General Marsuatt, I believe that is the reason, sir. 

Mr. Exston. Do not you think if the public is fully advised as 
to the danger of the country, that. reaction is going to be even 
better# Do not you believe that:today, a great many people are 
opposing this type of legislation because they feel they are in the 
dark; they feel they are confused, and they are confused; they do 
not know generally what the situation is in the country, and there 
tre too many people going out and making speeches and taking an 
entirely different view from what you take before this committee— 
talk of immediate war from the members of the Cabinet? There- 
fore, to the minds of the public that means an expeditionary forée, ..- 
And, because of those statements, we cannot blame the public for 
feeling like they do. 

Now, you have given us some information today, in executive 
session, which.is secret,.and of course, is something that won’t be 
violated, as to these dangers that we are confronted with—the dangers 
you § oke of in South merica. Now, Hitler knows all about that. 
does he not, because he is the one who is doing the threatening? 
eae f pie mnowe about that, why should not the American people 
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* General Marsiacy, You have put your question in 1 very effective 
form, Mr. Elston. We have frequently commented publicly on 
the tremendous German propaganda service in South America, But 
we ato restricted in talking about certain phases of tho matter. 
: (After discussion off the record.) 

fr. Smrru. General, you feel that the situation is such that it 
meets tho provisions that were put in the Selective Service Act? 

General Marsraun. Yes, sir. 

Mr, Sstrrn, And that our interests are in peril? 

General Mansuarr. ‘That is the situation exactly. 

Mr. Sstrrn. Unless we have a declaration by Congress? 

General Manrsiauy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sait. And you feol that if the Congress does not muke that 
declaration the Army will go through a process of disintegration? 

General Mansitat. Yes, sir, 

“Mr. Sari. And you are in the difficult situation whore the revela- 
tion of everything known to the Government would probably bring 
about a violent. public reaction which would carry us farther than 
we want to go? 

General AM Ansibaias Exactly that, sir. 

. Mr. Sairn. And we may be faced, if we do not pass this legisla- 
tion, with that alternative—either disintegration or acceptance of 
violent public reaction? 

General Mansraru. Yes, sir, 

Mr, Surry. That is all. 

Mr. Harness, General, following what Mr, Elston first asked you 
about the reaction of the public because of the lack of information, 
of course Hitler, as he said, and as we all know, knows what he is 
doing down in South America. Certainly, by letting the people 
know what we know about what he is doing is not going to divulge 
anything to any of our potential enemies. Don’t you think that if 
our people were adequately informed and advised of thece things, 
it would make this problem much simpler for everybody? Our 

ople would just insist that something be done to protect our 
interests if they knew the facts. 

General Marsuany. If you will read the President’s message to 
cones you will find he says that specifically about South America. 

Mr. Harness. But they are all generalities and nothing specific, 
and you know what has been happening in this‘country in the last 8 
years about pening in generalities. The people have gotten to the 
point where they do not know what to believe. They are confused. 

General Marsuatu. There has been so much in the press about 
South America that there is no reason why there should be any 
secrecy about the general fact that the tremendous German propa- 

nda and planning service that is working throughout Latin 

merica, is inimical to our interests, that it threatens our security in 
this hemisphere. 

Mr. Harness. I believe it, too. 

Just one other thing in this connection: I have gathered from 
everything you have said, every time you have been before this com- 
mittee, that your objective is to keep this country out of this war. 

General Marsan. That is my objective, sir. 

Mr. Harness. Yet we have Secretary Ickes and Secreta>y Knox 


’ making speeches demanding that we get in now. That creates an 
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additional state of confusion on the part of the people, and they are 
reluctant to grant these extraordinary powers that are requested be- 
cnuse-they just do not realize the necessity for them except to go to 
war. I do no know whether you want to comment on that or not. 

But going back to this proposal to keep the drafted men, has it 
come to your attention that under the acts that we passed in August 
of 1940 and in September of 1940 the President now has the power 
to keep these drafted men in for an additional year? 

: com Mansuaty. Will you please develop your thought further, 
sir 

Mr. Harness. Well, under the first act that we passed in August 
of 1940 we provided that the President had the right to call the re- 
serve component of the Army into service for a period of 12 months. 

General M(8suats, You mean to transfer the men into the reserve 
and then call them back to active duty? 

Mr, Harness. As soon as they are discharged, automatically the 
go into the reserve pompaneny of the Army and are subject to such 
additional training as the law provides, 

General Marsuaxy. That is correct, but I think it would be most 
unfortunate to do that at this time because the soldier would feel 
that he had been victimized by a maneuver, by sharp practice, under 
the cover of the law. Also we would have to release our soldiers, 
transfer them to the reserve, and go through the procedure of re- 
calling them to active duty. We would defeat our own purpose. We 
would be doing what is often done in law where through level ma- 
neuvers within the law mutters are managed contrary to what the 
normal person has. right to expect. 

We must not indulge in such a procedure, 

I want to go right straight down the road, to do what is best, 
and to do it frankly and without evasion. I think it would have a most 
unfortunate effect on morale if we adopted the other method. We 
would give our men the feeling that we were taking some unfair 
though legal advantage of them. That provision of the law was in- 
tended to meet a different situation. 

Mr. Harness, I agree with what you say, General, in what has been 
suggested here, that we ought to come out honestly and say what we 
are going todo. It just adds to the confusion. 

General Marsan. Otherwise we evade the issue. 

The Cuamman, Mr. Costello. 

Mr, Cosret1. This language does not say that we were entering 
into contract with the selectees that they be in for 1 year; the very lan- . 
guage itself shows that they could be kept in for a longer period in 
case there was a real emergency. 

General MarsHa.y, Yes, sir. 

Mr, Harness, I think the Congress knew the situation when the act 
was under consideration, that it did not mean to suggest a year’s 
service, 

_Mr. Coste. I think the fact that it sas discussed shows very defi- 
nitely there was no suggestion of a contract of 1 year. 

‘ Now General, what was the actual size of the Regular Army at that 
ime 

General Marsuaty. It was about 240,000. 

Mr. . And how many men were in foreign service and at 
points like Alaska? 
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~ General Mannan, About 70,000, Ae 

“oMly, Costanzo, ‘Thon you actually had about. 170,000 in the Rogular 
‘Army within this country available to aid and train gelecteos and holp 
with the National Guard. 

‘- General Maranarn. Less the Air Corps, which was about 25,000; 
less the overhead of depots and everything of that sort, probably about. 
‘80 or.40 thousand, leaving us about 100,000 available for the purpose. 

Mr, Costent.: My .pttrpose in asking this question, which as you 
have already said, the only manner in which you could train the 
selectees was to Increase the Regulars? 

General Mansnatt. Wo had two things to do at tho same time; 
first, to train the selectess; and second, to bring all units of the 
Regular Army and National Guard to, full strength as quickly as 
possible, The training had to be in the ranks of the Regulara and 
the Quard because we did not have the personnel prepared or the 
bquiphont available~—or the shelter to start at that time the ostablish- 
ment of training centers, Both requirements were met by ole ited 
selectees to units, It was the only way wo could have managed last 
fall ind early winter, Now wo proceod quite differently. 

Mr. Costento. That explains your reason for asking to send mon 
ont to these various places, 

« General Marsan. ‘There is no other way, 

* Mr, Cosrenro, Because it takes longer to train them, 
* QGoneral Manairars. If we had had a selective sorvice system 8 years 
earlier we could have gone about it gradually. My idea would have 
been to start with a much smaller number and gradually build up the 
system. At least, it would have been possible to have set up training 
centers initially, and to avoid sending untrained solectees to organized 
units, Also to have avoided assigning any selectess to certain units 
of a high priority of readiness, 

‘ Mr, Cosrenrvo, Your real purpose, your effort at the present time 
is to be ablo to train selectees, and to discharge those who can be con- 
viently discharged, 

General Marsiatn. Yes. But we must also train an army. We 
want to do pretty much what we have been doing, but without. in- 
elastic limitations which hinder or defeat. us in protecting the inter- 
ests of the Government and the country at large. 

Mr, Costerro. Kven if this legislation goes through, the effort of 
ue War Department would be to release selectees from service at 
vome, 

- General Marsnatts. Yes, sir. 

Mr, Costerzo. Even though you would have the foreign service, 
which might have to stay longer, for as much as 2 years? 

General Marsiatr. Well, I would hardly think so long as that, 
unless we get into deep trouble. It would largely be a question of 
ships, of tonnage. The extension would be a matter of months rather 
than a year or so. 
~ Mr. Cosretxo. So far ‘as the others aro concerned they would be 
released from the service just as fast a3 they could be released ? 

General MarsHauu. Yes, sir. 

Mr, Costri10. It is also proposed in this legislation to extend the 
time of the Regulars by increasing it to a 3-year period ¢ 
’ General Marsnatu. Yes, if you mean by extending. the time of the 
3-year men. : ; 
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Mr. Cosrenso, ‘That is proposed legislation that has besen submitted 
by the War Department 

Qonoral Mansiaue. Yos, sits porsonally TE would be in favor of giv- 
ing the 8-year man more consideration than the short-term men, be- 
cause many of the former havo already beon in the service for almost 
8 years, But we do not. want. to find ourselves in the situation of ony 
Army in the Philippine campaign in 1898, or the situation that con. 
fronted Genoral Scott in his campaign in Mexico when he had to mareh 
out of Vern Cruz and fight as quickly as possible because the term of 
service of his volunteers was about. to expire, And we must prevent 
the recurrence of another disaster like Bull Run, where an unprepared 
Army was rushed to the battle because it. was due to go home in a fow 
weeks, Wo must not do things that way any more, We are a great. 
Nation with a terrible responsibility. 

Tho Cuamaan, Mr. Martin. 

Mr. Marrin. Gonoral Marshall, T was very glad to hear your state- 
mont regarding the matter of discharges of the individual trainces as 
soon as practicable after 12 months in case the training period is 
extended, 

General Mansiauy, Yea, sir. 

Mr, Maurin, And I understand that policy would be in effect. both 
as to individuals in the National Guard and in the inductive force? 

General MansyAny, Yes, sir. : 

Mr. Martin, Tho general policy of discharging individuals 18 soon 
as practicable upon completion of the 12 months’ period of training? 

General Marsuaun, Yes, sir, 

Mr, Martin. And in some cases prior to the completion of the 12 
months’ period ? 

General Mansiann, Yes, sir. 

Mr, Manrin. So there will be ren) effort made to relieve any indi- 
vidual cases af distress. 

General Mansiaty. We do that now wherever possible. 

Mr. Manin. ‘There is one question as to officer personnel in the senior 
grade: We have a.very large number of wartime officers who are now 
serving in the field grades, so that there is a less shortage of officers in 
the field grades now than we have ever experienced before, and for 
that. reason individual cases can be given much more liberal considera- 
tion in the field grades, 

General MarsHarr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Martin. Now, as to the officer's in the senior grades, or field 
officer grades, there are a great many Reserve officers of the World 
War age in the field officer grades who are very anxious to come 
into duty, which makes more or less top heavy the officer personnel, 
but Tam wontlering why those officers cannot be called to duty even 
though it does result in a surplus, 

Genoral Haisnre, We are ordering some of them to active duty. 
However, there is a very definite understanding between the Reserve 
officers and the War Department that senior officers are not needed 
in our present stage of mobilization but that if we have another 
Jarge augmentation in the Army they will be needed to a much 
greater extent. 

In other words, the status of mobilization today docs not call for 
many senior Reserve officers on active duty. 
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' Mr. Martin. Of course, it would result in rather a large surplus 
of officors on duty if they were all called to duty. . 

Goenoral Marsuaty. Yos, sir. 

Mr. Marin. But possibly it would bring their training up to date 
and it seems to me it would bo a very good investment from our 
own national point of view to call them to duty even if there is a 
surplus, ' 

ow, as to the emergency that you have brought to our atten- 
tion hore today, General, and the suggestion that legislation be 
passed, or recommending that it be passed. Do you have any objec- 
tion to limiting the legislativo declaration of emergency to one affect- 
ie tas administration and control over the armed forces? 

enoral Marsuany, I was considering the legal difficulties. Gen- 
eral Haislip suggests n reference to the quotation I had read, to the 
effect that the emergency is now an actual fact. As long as you 
aro speaking in legal terms—— 

Mr, Martin (interposing). Wo have to make our legal concepts in 
dealing with legislation of this charactor, because it affects a groat 
host of othor legislative acts, and I would like the General's opinion 
on it. 

The Cramman. He has already told you what his opinion was 
aut we are going to get some lawyers up hore to discuss the legal 
phase. 

General, ho wants your legal opinion about it again. 

Mr, Martin, I want his opinion as Chief of the Staff of the Army 
as to whether or not the declaration of emergency he wants the 
Congress to pass should go beyond its effect on the armed forces. 

General Marsuann. My opinion is that you should recognize the 
emergency by declaring that the national interests are imperiled 
and that a national emergency exists, Under that declaration you 
have made an announcement to the world, and especially to Latin 
America, that wo mean business and are ready and determined to 
do whatover muy be necessary for the better security of this Nation 
and the Western Hemisphere. ; 

Mr. Marin. You would havo no objection to our limiting the 
effect of such a declaration to the armed forces? 

Genoral MausHaty, Well, I must not say that I have an objection, 
I made such a recommendation in my biennial report because the 
question of where or when our Army wag to be employed are matters 
to be decided by the Commander in Chief and the Congress, Also, 
as I understand the situation, it is the proposal of the administra- 
tion that you consider action in that manner, that is, as you have 
just expressed it. I personally prefer the more direct approach. 
Our interests are imperiled, there is a national emergency. Let’s 
put the Axis Powers on notice that we recognize those facts and 
are determined to meet the situation they are planning to create, 
without burying our heads in the sand until the last moment. 

Mr, Martin. By ss mean without any reservation ¢ 

General Marswatn. Without reservation. I think the cure by 
indirect methods is usually worse than the bite that frightens us 
from direct methods. 

Mr. Martin. But that the declaration of a national emergency 
by the Congress, to the extent that it affects the administration of the 
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armed forces would carry out all that you are personally asking 
here? 

General Mansirann. Yes, sir; or that I recommended in my report. 

The Cramaan, Mr. Brooks, 

Mr. Brooxs. General Marshall, I know you are tired, and T am 
inclined to go along with you in what is necessary, and IT think 
the people of the country I am from feel similarly. I merel 
want to ask one or two questions to summarize what has been said, 
As I understood you to say, you feel like a general resolution would 
have a deep moral effect. on the country as a whole? 

General Marsiave. That is my belief, sir. 

Mr. Brooks, In reference to the discharge of these men under the 
Solective Service Act, where training is authorized for a year, when 
you go beyond the year you are not holding the men so much for 
training purposes but because you need them for service purposes; 
is not that it? 

General Marsan, That is it, sir. 

Mr. Brooks. In releasing them, I know you will conscientiously 
try to be fair in releasing them in groups. But do you have any 
idea about how you would relieve them from servicat. Would you 
do it in units or groups, or individually, or how would you do it? 

T can recall when units of the A. Ic, F. were in service after the 
World War in France and Germany a notice was posted there one 
day that one outfit in the First Division, the Sixth field artillery, 
was about to be retained for service in Germany 4 years because the 
emergency would probably exist that long and they needed two Hite 
ments there in Ichrenbreitstein, and those men felt: preity badly 
about it. 

How would you work that out? Suppose you sent men to Iceland, 
to Alaska, or to the Philippines; are they apt to be forgotten in 
those places? 

General Marsiann. I feel sure they would not be forgotten. They 
might. not secure as much special pleadings in the press as they do 
while in the local camps. 

But we have a section of the staff devoted to those very consid- 
erations, to calculate and advise regarding those matters. We have 
a human interest in the men, and a deep professional interest in 
maintaining morale. Always this is a foremost thought. We must 
have morale. When you neglect or forget soldiers you lose their 
most important qualification, In the past we have had to stumble 
through. Now we are organized to pick ouv way with great dis- 
cretion. 

Mr. Brooxs. I think the illustration which you have given us in- 
formally indicates what I am driving at. Where you have a group 
that might possibly be overlooked, or pepap this emergency might 
continue or perhaps get just a little worse for a period, we will say 
8 years, and you would have men in Iceland or somewhere else that 
were peculiarly adapted to that type of climate and the country, who 
had been specially trained for it, would your plans contemplate some 
organized effort to replace them with men with a limited amount of 
extra sorvice, beyond a year’s period, rather than keeping those same 
men over there year in and year out? 

General Marsuaty. We would not keep them there. 
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Mr. Brooks. You could, under this resolution. 

General Marsuaty., But we must have morale in order to have 
efficient units. We cannot avoid considering the effect of such mat: 
ters. 

Mr. Brooxs. You think the question of morale would solve that. 

General Marsirar, Yes, sir, General Haislip is bringing up . 
question that I have mentioned two or three times. We desire to 
rotate the selectees so long as we are not in an actual state of war, 
because we must build up a reserve; we want to keep the Officers 
Reserve Corps alive, and we want to have places for the graduates 
of the R. O. T. C. and the Officer Candidate Schools. So we would 
wish to release Reserve officers as we do not desire to continually in- 
crease the active corps, like a rolling snowball. 

Mr. Brooxs. When that time comes and you have some selectees 
in Iceland and they have no plans for coming home, their morale 
will be a little low, will it not? 

General Marstrany. Yes; but if they have, as they will have, good 
leadership, they will be on the job. 

Mr. Brooks. You are going to put men serving under Regular 
Army enlistments on the same relative basis as far as extra train- 
ing is concerned as the selectees? In other words, those men enlist 
for 3 years, while the selectee enlists for 1 year. 

General Marsuauu. I would give the 3-year man the same consid- 
eration after 3 years as the selectee after 1 year. 

Mr. Brooks. Suppose he is in Iceland and his term runs out? Are 
you going to let him start home and leave the selectee there beyond 
his 1-year perc’! 

General Marstary. No, sir. 

Mr. Brooxs. You will treat them in relatively the same way? 

General Marsuaty, Yes. We would consider the interests of the 
3-year volunteer in the same way as we would the interests of the 
selectee who has been inducted for 12 months, However, the 3-year 
volunteer had no obligation to transfer to the Reserve. 

Mr. Brooxs. And the same thing would apply to the National 
Guard men? 

General Mansiuaty. Yes, sir; to the 3-year men. 

Mr. Durnam. General, your statement has been very enlightening 
and clarifying to me, and I for one would like to expedite considera- 
tion of this matter and deal with the problem in a businesslike way. 

I gather from your statement that Hitler, at the present time, 1s 
using his technique on the American continent that has been so effective 


‘in Europe. 


Is that correct? 

General Manrsuaty. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Kinpay. With reference to the proposal that we might limit the 
existence of the emergency to the armed forces, would not that put 
us in an inconsistent position if we did that? 

General Marsnaty. I am not an expert on the legal questions in- 
volved. From my own personal point of view, a direct, clear-cut ap- 
proach is the method to adopt. . 

Mr. Kirpay. Is there any reason for a boy who did not wait for his 
number to come up, but volunteered to be inducted, to feel that he is 
in a different category than the one who waited? There is a state- 
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ment that has been made that 2 man, if he desired, could, under the 
inducements of the provisions of this act, volunteer for a year and 
Bet it over with, and that such a man had done that and made his 

ans, 
General Marsnauy, You gave him the opportunity under the law, as 
I saw it, to select his time and not to continue on « speculative basis. 
Other than that, he is on the same basis as the other man. 

Mr. Kitpay. And he would be in the same category in the extension 
of his time. 

General MarsHany. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kitpay. He is subject to a 10-year reserve, and the Regular 
Army Volunteer would not be subject to that? 

General Marsuatu. That is right, provided he served 3 full years. 

Mr. Kinoay. Is there any objection on your part to including in the 
record a statement of the composition of our existing divisions, both 
Regulars and National Guard, as to the percentage of Regulars and 
draftees, to show how interwoven they sre. 

General Marsuaun. We have that data, and will put it in the record. 

(The statement above referred to is as follows) : 


Selecteca in Regular Army and ational Guard Divistons (proportion of 
actual strength ax of July 4%, 1941 


Percentage 


Percentage 
of 3-year 
enlistments] Of Selectees 
Melibaulor divisions: 

First Division.... 1 
Second Division 75 25 
Third Division. 67 33 
Fourth Division 61 39 
Fifth Division... . ‘61 39 
Sixth Divislon.... 0.25 soscc seen clacwes'stewevedecesseoecee cece see = 31 69 
Boventh Division.......-......-22-.2 cee ee eee ee ene eee Peesiniswtwielsws siveeas 21 i9 
6 BABAR DIVISIONS ooo ies oo cins oe Sees cae wivisie yc aaacnes sean cede tsiee ceweee scion 46 5 
Ninth: Divisions: <2 c30s c2cccc odes feces teucccsec de tescswsbeesds scideemeesae 50 50 

Armored divisions: 
First Armored Division. ...........--222 eee e eee ecw wee eee cee eee n ee cece eeres 50 50 
Second Armored Division. “ 55 45 
Third Armored Divsion... 23 72 
Fourth Armored Division. 20 80 

Cavalry divisions: 
First Cavalry Division .. ...-.. 2.22.02 -- sce e cen eee ce een eee ec eee nen eeees 63 37 
Second Cavalry Division... 2.2.20... 2.2. eee eee ne cee ence eee e ee eee re cecee 39 61 

Percentage P 

1 ercentage 
ae Guiard men | of selectees 
Natlonal Guard divisions: Se egy Oia 
Twenty-sixth Division. ....---2- 02.02. e eee cee eee eee cee ec ee ne en cree ence 45 55 
Twenty-seventh Division 3 57 43 
Twenty-eighth Division. 1 0 
Twenty-ninth Division. 44 5% 
Thirtieth Division..... 66 34 
Thirty-first Division. ... be 60 40 
Thirty-second Divislon.....2...-.2.2.- 2202 c cece cece ne cece cc ee cee enn ee rec ees B4 46 
Thirty-third Division. ............222 2222002 e ee eee nner ee eee 60 40 
Thirty-fourth Division............-.-. Mieweaien wa cacesuucu sine ea annus vakeees 60 40 
Thirty-filth Division's. .c.0s00c0 sd. mecceeseeetnc lds seceedeldcds.-bceseses 6 40 
Thirty-sixth Division.........2. 20.2... .-- eee e cece ence ene n ene were nace eeceee 61 39 
Thirty-seventh Division 4 3 
Thirty-cighth Division 43 87 
Fortieth Division... 55 45 
Forty-first Division. 62 38 
Forty-third Division 100 0 
Forty-fourth Division. 64 36 
i. Forty-fifth Division... - 0.20.22... ee ene eee cece ee cen cece ec eee cc enn eens 67 33 
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Mr. Kirpay, Will you also put ina furthor statement showing the 
increments by which they wore brought into these divisions, to show 
whether there would bo any large holes in these divisions by reason of 
the fact that their year of service would expire in gradual numbers 
or by large numbers at one time, so as to seriously disloeate the or- 
ganization? 

General Marsan. Yos, sir; wo will put that in the record, 

(‘Tho statement above referred to is as follows:) 


Nuunber of 
Division rien Porlods of greatest augmentation Ripuu pers 
Wal 

Firat Diviston. ..... 0.0... e eee eee eee OT0 Jo... eae Goes Btivn Sas aeckate liens Gareeee es tea rdeatkates 
Recund Division. . 22... oe igdae an eae DENA Pewee edhe Seeies nc asiete. . RewORe [hte eae Ne 
Thied Divlston......-..- Saale sreke eke 4,848 | Fob. wsto Marte... 0 Lee. wee 5,400 
Fourth Division. ......... 0... cee eee eee OUR NO ieee secaddnatoris tes cxos eee. J 6,300 
Fiftty Diviston.. 2... eee eee 8,383 | Mar. 3) to Apr. 18... 2, 000 
Sixth Dlviston 2... eee 4 8,032 | Juno tSto30 . . ... 100 

venth Division .6..0.. cee. cee eee ee 10,843 | Jan. 18 to Fob. 16 ies 5, 100 
Kighth Div iston..... 60. euieaclee a che 0, 688 | Fob. 2 to Mar. 18..........-...-.5 o-- 2, 300 
Ninth Diviston 2 oo... ee ee eee 6, 868 800 
First Atniored Diviston........ Sica be 8, 3,000 
Recond Armored Divison. ... eelseies K 2,300 
Third Armored Division. ..... ? 4, 200 


Fourth Armored Division..... : ‘ hese 6,300 


eo 


Mr, Merrrrr, ‘Tho big exodus will start in November, increasing in 
December and January ¢ 

General Marsiars.. ‘The numbers of selectees are comparatively 
small for November and December, but they begin to pile up into largo 
figures thereafter. 

1 would like you to have in mind when you look at those figures that 
there are only 9 Infantry divisions in the entire Regular Istablish- 
ment, and that the Nation woe are considering as antagonistic to our 
interests has about 800 divisions, all of which have the invaluable ex- 
perience of actual campaign, following a long, deliberate training 
schedule through a period of years, from boy to man to soldier, 
Thoirs is a highly developed huge army of veterans. Wo have only 
been doveloping our Army since last fall. 

Mr. Kinpay. These figures show that, after all, 476,000, which may 
sound to the average citizen as being a considerable number, when you 
take from the 476,000 the thousands of men in the Air Corps and those 
assigned to small organizations, it leaves you in a position so that you 
would not have available any considerable number of total units; is 
not that true? 

General MarsitAuy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kitpay. I have been much gratified with your statement, Gen- 
eral. I think perhaps the reason the country does not realize just what 
the situation is is the fact that everybody was running for oflice, from 
the President. down, and the country was led to believe that we were 
going to win the war without fighting it. 

So Iam hoping that the General Staff and the War Department can 
ses their way clear to take this mass of information and separate that 
which you could disclose from that which should not be disclosed, and 
let the poeple get some such idea of the situation as we have gotten 
today. Do you think it would be possible to do that? 


REMOVE RESTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSR 41 


Genoral Manatary, We are at work on that now, sir. 

Mr. Brooks. In the case of a man who contracts to serve for 8 years, 
do you have some sort of a stipulation by which you can keep him ovor 
that time? 

Gonoral MAnsiars.. In timo of war, only, as provided for in tho 
National Defense Act of 1920, In other words, if we should be« 
come involved in a state of war we can hold these men, In a nas 
tional emergency we cannot, ‘The picture changes analy if wo 
wero forced into actual hostilities, because everybody would want 
to seo things through, Our problem is the long period of maintains 
ing ourselves in a state of readiness, 

r Brooxs, It would take a declaration of an emergency by Con- 
gress to make that possible, to retain these men 4 

General Marsiaty, More than that. It would require a state of 
war, 

Mr. Marr, Along the line of Mr, Brooks’ questions, relative to 
limiting the period of the extension, could it be worked out in any 
practical way to put an outside limit on the length of the extension 
of tho service for the National Guard and the inductees 4 

Goneral Mansuann, I would urgently recommend’ against that. 
You can just as well, and with less possibility of doing harm, reserve 
to yourselves the congressional right to cancel the emergency when, 
in your opinion, it has censed to exist. 

Mr. Manin, What I had in mind was a definite period of limita- 
tion, 

General Mansnaty, I think that would be unwise, because you 
would be creating the basis of another political dilemma for your- 
selves, and an administrative dilemma for the War Department. 
If you reserve to yourselves the right to cancel the emergency when 

ou think the national interests are no longer imperiled, you: would 
ave a check on developments. 

Tho Cramman. General, on behalf of the. committee I want to 
thank you very much for the very excellent statement you have made, 
You have presented your case exceedingly well, and I think it has 
about solved your problem. 

General Marsyaty, I want to thank you gentlemen very much. 

Mr. Fapnis, I think this committee ought to express itself as hav- 
ing the fullest confidence in: the ys patriotism, ability, and 
professional qualities of the Chief of Staff. 

General Marsiatr, Thank you, sir. 


STATEMENT, OF GRENVILLE CLARK, NEW YORK, N. Y., REPRE- 
SENTING MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 
OF THE MILITARY TRAINING CAMPS ASSOCIATION OF THE 
UNITED STATES. : ue 


Mr, Crank. Mr. Chairman, I represent a group of members of the 
national emergency ‘committee of the Military Training Camps As-. 
sociation of the United States. his is substantially the same group 
of men who, as the national emergency conimittee, drafted the Burke- 
Wadsworth bill as introduced, and sponsored it, all of which was: 
fully’ stated on the records of the Senate Committee on Military Af-. 
tairs and of this committee a year ago. 58 
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Naturally, we liave retained a strong interest in the workings of the 
Selective Service Act. When the issue now before you came up, our 
committee being still in existence and functioning, it seemed to many 
of us that we would like to be heard in view of our original sponsor- 
a of the act. We have therefore prepared a written briof which 
will be sent to every Member of Congress and of which I have some 
copies here. 

- This brief represents the views of a group of perhaps 200 signers, 
although all of their names are not on copies now In print. The great 
majority of these men were in military service in the World War, and 
T think most of them served in command of troops in France. A good 
many of them have sons in the Army, the Navy, or the Marine Corps 
now. I think this will identify us. 

"We are here to support. the Chief of Staff in every respect on the 
policy he recommends, on the reasons he states, and on the measures he 
asks for. 

- We think it is absolutely essential and vital to the interests of the 
country that the request of the President and War Department be 
granted by the Congress. 

. We think also, as to the form of the legislation, that not only should 
it take the form, but almost must take the form already contemplated 
and provided for in section 3 (b) of the Selective Service Act, namely, 
a declaration that the national interest is imperiled. 

- This’ guestion of an extension of service beyond 12 months was 
discussed at length before the House and Senate committees a year 
ago, and I supposed it was thoroyghly understood that if a situation 
developed where further service Was required, it would be so required 
under a declaration that the national interest is imperiled. It is 
only a half truth to say that the Selective Service Act provides for 
a 12-months period of training, for there is that proviso, which was 
ulways in there from the beginning, that if the national interest is 
imperiled, according to the opinion of Congress, the service should 
goon. Every man inducted came in with notice that that was the law, 

What I have so far said fairly represents, I believe, the group 
view of those signing our briefs. What I now say represents, in the 
main, only my personal views, 

I will tell you frankly, and hore I know I speak for many others 
of our group who would say the same, that I have listened with a 

rofound sense of unreality to many of the questions asked here. 
Many of them have been directed to the situation that would exist 
if these were almost normal times, and as if all we needed to do to 
beat Hitler, is to raiso an Army but not to use it. 
. J do not think that isso. I think we are organizing a fighting army 
which will very likely have to fight on a great scale, possibly any- 
where at all. I think we are living ina fodl’s paradise if we indulge 
in the sort of wishful thinking that assumes we can prevent Hitler 
from dominating us without firing a shot. , 


e 


The important thing is not merely the passage of this law to lift 


~ the restrictions; I take it for granted that it must be passed, or else wo 


will stand before the world as making ourselves virtually helpless, 
so far'as power on land is concerned. The importent thing is to 
have the people in the country and the men in the Army understand 
why it‘is necessary to extend the service period. ; 


i 
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I saw a striking letter yecently from a major commanding a bat- 
talion mainly of selecteés, saying that the morale of the men is an 
will remain good, provided they know why their service has to be 
continued. great many persons say: “I-have a sense that there is a 
grave crisis; I don’t doubt that there is; but tell me more exactly 
what it is.” If you tell him, he will be satisfied. And gentlemen 
sit here and ask the same questions along that line. I sympathize 
with those inquiries; they should be answered. 

I think it is true, however, that the pyorige informed person who 
reads a good pemeniey, for example the New York Times, from 
cover to cover every day, has seen most of these things in the press, 
To illustrate, my law firm happens to represent the Pan American 
Airways Co., and has for many years; so I happen to have known 
something about the South American situation for many months. 
But. this enables me to know also that the essential facts about Nazi 
intrigue in South America were put in the New- York Times months 
ago, and any informed person could have read them. There were 
headlines the other day that General Marshall had made an important 
disclosure in the Senate committee hearing about South America. 
But for the most part he was simply mentioning things that were 
published some time ago. 

What does this crisis consist of? First of all it arises from the 
vast growth of Hitler’s power, combined with the Nazi hostility to us. 
Consider what Hitler has done. ‘ 

Hitler in less than 4 years has taken over or conquered 18 countries. 
Here is his record since 1938: Austria, with 7,000,000 population; 
Czechoslovakia, with 10,000,000; Poland, With, say, 20,000,000—now 
he has it all, but I refer to his share on the partition in September 
1939; Norway, with 3,000,000; Denmark, with 4,000,000; Holland, with 
8,000,000; Belgium, with 8,000,000; France, with 42,000,000; Hungary 
Rumania, and Bulgaria, with 35,000,000 together; Yugoslavia anc 
Greece, with 22,000,000 together—thus dominating and enslaving 
159,000,000 people, partly by coercion and partly by military conquest. 
Adding the 70,000,000 in the old Germany, he now has under control 
about 230,000,000, Adding Italy with 44,000,000 population, the total 
is 274,000,000; and if he conquers Russia, even up to the Urals, he 
will have under him about 100,000,000 more, or a total of some 375,- 
000,000 people. 

Besides the countries mentioned there remain in Europe: Sweden, 
with 6,000,000; Finland, with 4,000,000; Switzerland, with 4,000,000; 
Spain, with 25,000,000; and Portugal, with 6,000,000; making about 
45,000,000 more. ae cot 

So, if as General Marshall said, we-must. contemplate the possible 
overrunning by Hitler of Spain and Portugal, and remember that 
Sweden and Switzerland are at his mercy. We see that Hitler now 
has virtually all Europe in bondage. If he continues his schedule in 
Russia, he will have the complete domination of more than 500,000,000 
people. Nothing like that has happened either in the modern or 
ancient world, nothing even approaching it. ; 

What then does the real crisis consist of f It seems as if nearly. 
everyone wants to circle around it. 

The real crisis for us is the question of survival of the British Isles 
and the British Commonwealth of Nations, Every thoughtful per-. 
son knows that. So why not talk about it? 
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Tho real question for the United States is not this vague thing called 
“hemisphore defense”; it is the question whethor the British Common- 
wealth o Nations is to be conquered by Hitler, The issue for the 
United States, and what constitutes tho present crisis, is the question 
whethor tho British Isles and the British Commonwealth of Nations 
outside of this continent are to stand. Tf Hitler gets them, if he gets 
India, with 350,000,000 people; the British isles, with 45,000,000 peoples 
Australia, with 7,000,000; New Zealand, with 1,760,000; Singapore 
and Hongkong—all the British possessions all over the world (except 

Janada and iho British colonies in the Caribbean, beeause if he con- 
quers them he conquers us)—if he conquers all these, Hither would 
control, ever lenving out dapan, over a billion and a half people out 
of the less than 2,000,000,000 people in the world. 

It would be folly not to seo that. world domination is Hitler's pur- 
poso, and that following other conquests he would try to take possession 
or control of South America, and then attack us. But he cannot do 
those things if the British Isles survive, upon which survival, in turn, 
rests the British Commonwealth of Nations, 

If, on the other hand, he should foree the capitulation of the British 
Isles, then he will be ready to operate on us as surely as the sun will 
rise tomorrow, 

So when wo talk about. building an army, is it on the assumption 
that we are going to stand back on our own shores and wateh the 
British Commonwealth of Nations go downt We speak of being in 
readiness; but in readiness for what? Would it: be in readiness to 
stand aside and see the British Commonwealth of Nations gradually 
forced toward surrender for lack of our active participation, so that 
we would stand alone in the world? Or is ita readiness, if and when 
the people want to do it, to fight: Hitler, and fight him anywhere in 
the world where it is the most effective place to fight? What Tam 
driving at is the sense of unreality as to what we are facing that one 
gets from some of the questions raised in this discussion, What we 
aw facing, in my judgment, is the probability of a great. and arduous 
wir. Moreover, what most people do not realize, LE think, is that if we 
do not go into the war that would probably mean a bigger mobilization 
than if we should go into the war, By going in with the British Com- 
monwealth, Hitler can be stopped. But if we do not go into the war, 
and if, in consequence, the British have to capitulate, is it not clear 
that we would have to have a still bigger army and a longer period of 
mobilization—unless, indeed, we surrendered ourselves without 2 
struggle, which we would not do, 

Mr. Erston. Do you advocate a declaration of war? _ 

Mr. Cuark. Yes, But Ido not want any of you to think that I am 
any more warlike than others here, Perhaps | am less so for a good 
family reason. My purpose here is not to advacate war. That is not 
the present issue, but rather to present my analysis of this situation. I 
think it is time to tell the (ruth. It has been well said that the troublo 
is that there is too little plain speaking and hard thinking on what we 
actually are up ngainst. Unless there is plain speaking about the 
crisis, you cannot expect. to maintain the morale of the troops or the 
public. I think they should be told in plain language what this nature 
of the crisis is. ‘They should not only b- told that there is a crisis; 
thoy should be given specifications as to what it consists of. Unless 
that is done, many of them may not understand it, although they are 
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amply able to do so if thoy have the facts. You must remember that 
most of these selectecs are over 21 years of ago, and that they are above 
the average in intelligence with relation to the general population, as 
the figures show, What the informed people of the country are think- 
ing is indicated by the recent Gallup poll taken among people in Who's 
Wh only, showing that 45 percent of them favored an immediate 
declaration of war, This shows what people who know maps and dis- 
tances and populations and who cnn size up pretty well what. the 
situation is are thinking, It shows that. the well-informed people 
of this country understand pretty well what we are up against, This 
means, T believe, that. as the facts are better understood the whole 
people will come to the same conclusion, 

With further reference (o the nature of our problem T want. to 
ask if you gentlemen would like to have me send you copies of a 
pamphlet containing a reprint. of Professor Staley’s article entitled 
“The Myth of the Continents,” published in the April 1041 issue of 
Foreign Affairs. I think it, is one of the clearest and most forciblo 
articles I have seen in recent years on our strategic position in the 
world, 

The Cuamatan. I will be glad to have it. T think we would like to 
have this brief printed in the record also, 

Mr. Crank, This article explodes and destroys the idea that. so- 
culled hemisphere defense is feasible without. the aid of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations, It shows exactly what would happen 
if Britain should go down. Professor Staley in this article shows 
that. the distance from Madison, Wis., to Buenos Aires igs as great 
ag the distance from Madison, Wis. to Manchuria. He shows that it 
is farther from Madison, Wis,, to Buenos Aives than from Madison, 
Wis., to Cairo, Egypt. 

The fact is that the only way to defend South America and to 
prevent. Hitler from going there, is by a combination of sea and 
air power, It is true, as General Marshall publicly said, that. Pan- 
American Airways is building airfields, but they would be building 
them for the Germans if they should get there first, and not for us. 

Now, one word about the relative strength of our position, as com- 
pared to a year ago. A Member of Congress happened to sit down 
next to mo this morning; and he made the same remark that. has 
been made so often, that the thing to do is to explain to people what 
the nature of this crisis is, He pointed out that the President had 
said two distinct things: First, that there is a great. crisis, and sec- 
ondly that this crisis is greater for us than a year ago. You will - 
remember that in his message the President sharply stressed that 
the crisis is greater than it was a year ago, but that he did not assign | 
any reasons, He asked, in effect, that the people accept his judg- 
ment. It is time that the people should to a large extent follow 
the President’s judgment; it would be foolish for them not to de 
so, because he has sources of information from all over the world. 
However I do not blindly accept anyore’s judgment, for IT want to 
do my own thinking; just as I assume Congress wants to do its own - 
thinking, and most of the people want to arrive at their own con- 
clusions. 

There is a tendency, I believe, to underestimate the intelligence 
of the American people on an issue like this. 
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Tam not talking now only about the people in Who's Who, for 
there aro people of sound judgment, intelligence, and shrewdness 
reattored alt through the population. ‘There are tens of millions of 
them, and only 16,000 are represented in Who's Who. But our 
wople want to know the facta, They want to know what are the 
acta and inforences that justified dhe President in snying, first, 
that tho crisis exists, and, second, that it is greater than it) was a 
year ayo. T have no doubt. of their ability to appraise the situa. 
tion, if given the facts. ‘hoy know that we eannot afford to let 
Britain go down, Tf you bad put the question to the Who's Who 
roup in the Gallup pola little differently by asking, “Would you 
ana going into the war immediately if it appreent that otherwise 
the British Commonwealth of Nations is going down in defeat¢” it 
would not have been 45 pereent in favor of war, but it would be 
0 pereent, 
nha recent Gallup poll in England, some 40 percent of the people 
oled--n phirality of Chose voting---sald that. they holioved that 
thoy could not win this war without the participation of the United 
States, Now, FT believe that to he a military faet, and PT have seen 
hardly any informod military mon or observer who would not say xo, 

1 do not know any military authority of greater experience than 
Col, Frederick Palmer, the noted war correspondent, Perhaps he 
has seen more campaigns than anybody elso in this country, Pre. 
momber a conversation in: October 1930 with Colonel Palmer, — 1 
asked him if he could prevision tho course of the war, and he 
anawored about as follows: 

It fa rlaky and moaybo foollah to try an answer but Chave thls in mind. 1 
think Hitler evory day is making ils preparations for na campaign tn the West, 
I think he wilt Juvade Holland, Retglum, and Prauce in May or dune of 1010 
and UT think ho will probably conquer them. Now, if he does that, there will 
bo nothing to prevent him from conquering the whole of Hurope, 

Colonel Palmer did not say anything about Russia, but, he referred 
to every country on the continent of Burope oxeopt Russia, It came 
truo that France and those other countries collapsed and that Britain 
was isolated, Colonel Palmer had anticipated that, but he also said; 

T think tho Britlsh will not collapse even tf the Continent goes under, A great 
people Ike the British will not go down easily; they ave too brave and tough to 
go down without a great struggle. 


Then he went on to say about as follows: 


There Will probably come a thme when virtually all the ehtps fn the world will 
be concentrated on two routes, one from Halifax, ony the northern route, and one 
from New York, to the British Isles, Then at last all will know that we are 
facing the threat of Hitler's domination of the whole world; and, Indeed, tht 
would probably be the outcome unless the United States takes its part then, 
Before that time comes the United States will probably not have taken its part, 
because of Inertia, propaganda, and misinformation, But finally must come the 
grent decision for the United States and the world, 


‘It is amazing how right Colonel Palmer has been. TI think, there- 
fore, that we would be fooling ourselves if we should approach this 
problem from the standpoint of taking these men into the Army to 
remain there for 12 months for training, and then sending them home. 
If we do that, we would be dealing with the issue from a wholly unreal 
standpoint. 

You gentlemen, I suggest, should know precisely what you are doing 
when you vote on this question of maintaining the Army organization 
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and proventing its disintegration, You will really be voting on the 
question of the existence of a national peril. ‘Phe issue will not. be 
thint of going into war now, but it will be a question of having an effec- 
tive army ready in the event of war, if and when it should come about. 
1 bolieve also that the question should be determined with the thought 
in your minds that. very likely, and, indeed, probably war has got. to 
come about-—not, of course, because we want war, but because the 
alternative ia the probable complete domination of the entire world by 
Hitlor, As I veo it, the practical alternative is a surrender to Hitler 
or fighting it out with him, 

The likelihood that this alternative would develop id whit) we 
envisaged a year ago. ‘That is why we brought forward the Burke. 
Wadsworth bill, That is why we recommended an inventory of our 
manpower from 18 to 65 years of age—a proposal (hat was ahead of 
its (ime but will be adopted later, TF think, just as has been done in 
Kngland, Australia, and Canada, ‘That is why we added to the pro- 
vision for the training period a proviso that. the service could be ex- 
tended if the national interest. was imperiled. We were, indeed, hop- 
ing against hope that the present situation would not happen. But 
now, the situation is developing exactly as the signs of the times anc 
the events indicated all along. And if this matter is approached from 
the viewpoint that to snfeguard our interests we must have an army 
rondy to fight the necessary joint resolution would pass, not. by a vote 
of 2to Lord tod, but by a virtually unanimous vote, That is what I 
think the Congress of the United States should do. 

Mr. Ingron. The original Couseription Act, which, I believe, your 
association sponsored, provided, F think, for only 8 months of training. 

Mr. Crank, Yes, sins but always with the proviso that the service 
ho continued if Congress declared the national interest (o be imperiled, 
Our original suggestion for an 8-month training period was for the 
same reason that was mentioned by General Marshall, with reference 
to his acquiescence in the 12-months’ period. We thought that the 
people of the country did not visualize the situation of affairs clearly 
cnough to be willing to accept more than an 8-months training period 
at that time. As soon as we saw that they ‘would accept. more, we 
readily acquiesced in a longer period and, indeed, urged that the 
period be increased. 

Mr. Fanpis, Do you recognize the fact that the idea in the minds of 
many Amorican people that the war cannot be won except by some 
enemy, or except van offensive nation, would be broken down if they 
wore apprised of the truth, not only ag to this situation, but as to all 
like situations that the world has ever seen? ‘They have drawn the 
curtain over their minds and. refuse to see it. 

Mr, Crark. I think it is up to our leaders to warn them. There is 
a chapter in the Book of Ezekiel that is exactly in point. I cannot 
quote the language, but it refers to the wa:chman on the wall to warn 
against the enemy’s approach. The prophet says that the watcher was 
put there to warn the people of the approach of danger, and “woe be 
to him, if he fails in that duty.” Our leaders have warned us, but only 
in general terms. The President of the United States, going back to 
1988, has often visualized the world situation and has repeated! 
warned us against the aggressors. Yet he was accused of being rash 
and of urang the people to war; and that was the most unjust charge 
evermade. The Secretary of War has warned us; the Secretary of the 
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Navy has warned us; and tho Chief of Staff. But for various and 
sundry reasons that Ido not agreo with, they have, until very recontly 
at least, refrained from giving chapter aud verse and stating the spe- 
ciflo facta of tho aituatfon that compriso the threat, However, tho 
other day Goenoral Marshall spoke up publicly in mentionlie tho pos- 
aiblo or probable ovorrunning of Spain, Portugal, and North Aftica, 
and Iam very glad that he ‘lid that. Ho also publicly spoke of tho 

arrisonin of Kinske: Now, why do wo necd to garrison Alaskat I 
a not think there is any mystery about that. ‘Tho facts are plain on 
tho map. 

Tho ‘Cikatwaian, There is a series of air bases already established 
up there, and the Bering Strait is only about 50 miles wide, 

Mr. Crarn, Yes, siv; that is true. Jt is obvious that we should 
havo bases there. Wo do not know what the fete of Russia may be. 
It is very possible that Hitler may attack Russia beyond the Urals 
and advance into and conquer Siberia. In thet event, Hitler would 
stand right opposite our coast, 

Mr. Fapvis. Wo have today in the Army something slightly in excess 
of 1,600,000 men? 

My, Cran. Thore aro 1,400,000, I believe, 

Mr, Favors. ‘There are 1,400,000 men. Do you, or not, believe it is 
ridiculous for us to claim that it is military preparation to have an 
Army of that size hore that may have to face an army of at least 
6,000,000 mon? 

Mr. Crank, Genoral Marshall stated publicly to the Senate com- 
mitteo that 162,000 additional mon had been already authorized, 
which number he wanted to raise. He asked also for slightly less than 
150,000 more mon, bringing tho enlisted strongth up to 1,700,000 men, 
with, 1 suppose, about. 125,000 officers, or a total of over 1,800,000. ‘I'o 
that you would add the Marine Corps, and thore are 275,000 men in 
the Navy proper, With regard to the numerical strength of the Army, 
I was asked in the Sonate committee whether I thought the 1,800,000 
total strength, as indicated by Gonoral Marshall, was too small, and I 
said that I would not presume to express an opinion contrary to Gen- 
eral Marshall’s judgment. However, I sles the point that General 
Marshall was spenking only as of the present moment, and that he 
thought this would be a proper program under the present conditions, 
IT think General Marshall said hat he would assume that for the pro- 
tection of thig.iemisphere, that should be an adequate force undet 
pat conditions and if the men wore highly trained and equipped 

think the context. will show also that Goneral Marshall was assuming 
that the British still stood, and that if the British Isles did not stand 
he would not have answered in the same way. 

Mr. Fannrs, If Hitler should conquer Russia, or taking the portion 
of Russia already conquered by him, how many men could he raise over 
thore for his army ? : a, 4 

Mr. Cnark: I do not think that he could get dependable troops from 
all those countries, General Marshall said, [ think, that he has some- 
thing short of 300 divisions of German troops alone. If Hitler could. 
discipline all those other peoples to serve in his army, and assuming: 
that he defeated Russia, then he could raise ont of those 500,000,000 
people 40,000,000 or 50,000,000 men, I suppose. But that would Le 
after they were amalgamated and trained in his ideology.’ ~ 
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Mr. apni. OF course, hunger would have its effect, and he would 
control the food supply of Europe. 

Mr, Craus, Yes, siry and he now has Czechs making munitions for 
him, and the Norwegians, Danes, Dutch, Belgians, and French are 
building ships for him. I think they are also making planes for him 
in Trance. With the pressure of hunger over a period of years, he can, 
persuade many people that it is better to be on his side, ‘Phe point. is 
that in face of this vast, unprecedented and hostile force, to say that 
our national interests are not imperiled is, T think, to be willfully blind 
or hopelessly complacent. T have heard it said that if the American 
her are so blind that they cannot sce grave peril to the United States 
in that picture, it is time that Hitler did take us over. But T do not. 
like that cynical views; and I do not think it possible that. our people 
will be so blind as not to seo the danger at last. 

Mr, Crason, Did I understand you to state that you expected that 
the United States would engage in actual fighting before the war was 
over? 

Mr, Crank. Yes; but I want to give my answer very carefully. 
I think in the first place, that wo should have a well organized and 
trained force of troops so that it will be able to fight on good terns 
and not against hopeless odds against any force likely to be brought 
against them. ‘To answer more directly, I think it is very probable, 
or, at least, quite likely, that before the end, a part of our Army 
will bo in the fight. 

Mr, Crason, Outside of the Western Hemisphere? 

Mr, Cran, Yes, sit; some of them. 

Mr. Crason. It was the purpose of your committee to bring in tho 
first part of the Selective Service Act, and the committee thereby 
brought it into being? 

we Crank. Yes, sir; we had something to do with it. We pro- 
posed It, . 

Mr. Cuason. And the idea now is to keep this Army in a fighting 
ar ea and your committee has in mind using this Army in foreign 
ands, 

Mr. Crank. I expressed my personal views in saying that I be- 
lieved some, at least, of our Army would need to fight abroad before 
this Bn is over. I was expressing my personal-view to that effect, 
exeopt that I am sure that many of the members hold the ‘same 
opinion that I do. However, the committee contains some men who 
would certainly differ with me in that point. It contains, in fact 
a few men who are isolationists. However, I am certain that. ull of 
them hold the same view that I do about having the Army ready 
to fight. I want to be frank about the other question; and I believe 
that most of the members of our group think that part of our Army 
will probably or very likely have to fight outside of what is commonly 

called the Western Hemisphere. Please do not get that mixed up 
with the question of favoring a declaration of war now, because 
that is an entirely different matter. Some of our members would 
doubtless vote for an inimediate declaration of war, and some would 
not. There may even be one or two who, while advocating prepara- 
tion, would take chances on letting Hitler conquer the lic 6 world 
outside the Western Hemisphere without our trying to stop him, but 
fow, if any, of us would want to take that risk. 
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1 wish to make ft clear, however, that or committee ip not here to 
ndvoente wae, but all of our group flrmty believe that. the Army 
shod be prepared and vendy, fustias well prepared as if wo were 
vortaln now that ft would have to fyht, 

Mi, Charon, Ate you one of the Committee of Fight tur Mreedon, 
whieh fa interested th advaneiige theories or facta in regard to the war 
nittintion ? 

Mr, Ghat, Yes air, 2 personally belong to the fight for recede 
Commilttee, 

Mr, Crason, Ate you an offleer in that committee! 

Mr, Chant Dam on fits board of directora, 

Mr, Crason, Your are an active tember of that committee? 

Ma, Chan Yes, ales Tdo not have much Cine to give to it, butt 
helfeve dn it. DP personally chink that dt is dn the dnterest of the 
Uirited State, je ds the 45 percent of the people represented in Who's 
Who poll thin » to enter the wan 2 Chink itis Co the cold-blooded 
interest of Che United States Co enter the war now, DE think that fewer 
lives would be lost if we did it now, P thine that would be the wise 
voliey, TP think that most of (he people would bo for that if they had 
full information onthe world altuation, 

Mr, Chason. Do Fandevetand that if you shold read recent issties 
of the New York Times you woutd find all of the facts that have been 
biiyht ont in Chis hearing before the committee today? 

Mr Craw Now sity not atl Bat 2 think: about 90 percent of 
them would be found there, When Tsay this, P qualify if to this 
oxtent—that facts have been printed whieh, if rend by biforied readers, 
who could read between the lines, would give the information about 
South Ameriea and the intrigues going on down there in Uruguay, 
Avawntina, Bolivia, and so forth, that have been brought out. here. 
Those frets have been fully reported in the New York 'Fimes in great 
detail during (he last year, 

Mr. Martin, What size Army does your organization figure on keep- 
ing in tho service? 

Mr. Crank, We have no view on that as an organization, 

Mr, Marcin, Do you have any recommendation to make in that 
regand? 

Mr, Crank, No, sit, 

Mr. Martin, Ave you opposed to releasing any of the (rainees from 
the service? 

Mr, Chark, No, sit, On the contrary, men over 28 years of ayo 
sould go out, as well as all those men that would suffer undue hard- 
ship. 

Mr, Marin, You are not opposed to releasing individuals from the 
training? 

Mr. Crark, No, siry [am not opposed to that. We would be in 
favor of it in certain classes of cases, just. as General Marshall said 
publicly, That would apply te men over 28 years of age, and men 
who, by reason of marriage or other circumstatces, would be involved 
in undue hardship. 

Mr, Marrix. Did your organization write the provision in the orig- 
inal Conscription Act last year providing $5 per month for pay? 

Mr. Cuark. Yes, sir; we did. We made a mistake, and we took it 
back at the first session. 


IPMOVE HESTIUCTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE bl 


Mr. Ersion, Your organization aleo wrote in the bill the provision 
thet requires all men between the ages of 21 and 45 years to serve in 
combat forces, and that all between 18 and 21 and 46 and 64 years of 
age should be registered, 

Mi, Crank, As to the provision fot registration from 18 to 64 years 
of age and liability for military service Toi ¥1 to 4h, that. statement 
needs qualification. The bill carried a careful formula with respect 
to Cheanen in the various age ranges, As to those within the range 
from 30 to 46, F think not exceeding 7 percent of those inducted were 
to be in that age range; as to Chose within the age range from 8b to 
86, T think not exceeding: 10 percent of those inducted were to be in 
that age ronges and io the age range from 26 to 81—2 have forgotten 
the exact formulas, but they were so drawn that older men would, in 
practice, have been called apon only in sinadl ntnbers and only where 
they did not have dependents, A Ht this was explained in the hearings 
a year ago. “The theory was explained by Colonel Donovan when a 
wis here, Some thought that in the German Army the infiltration 
of some older men worked out very well, that a slight stiffening and 
sprinkling of older men would make for a better army, We were pro- 
cooding upon that theory, Whether Colonel Donovan was right about, 
it f do not knows but his arguments were not to be lightly ignored, 

Mr, Knsion, You just got through saying that you agreed with 
General Marshall that all of these men over 28 should be deferred 
from military service, 

Mr. Croan, That is my personal view. I have myself become edu- 
ented on that point. 

Mr. Exsron, When did you become educated to that? 

Mr. Coans. Gradually, believe, in the course of the last year, hear- 
ing reports from the camps and soon, Nevertheless, f think there was 
great inerit in Colonel Donovan's argument, which is in the minutes 
of this committee, that there should be a small sprinkling of older men. 
Of course, there is such a sprinkling in our Regular Army. But he 
thought it should apply, too, in this new draftarmy. It was, I believe 
what the Germans to and he thought that such a sprinkling would 
nuke the most offective Army, 

Our General Staff apparently does not think so. They apparently 
think that under the present conditions, at least, the older men do not 
fit-in very well, and had better be discharged, That isan expert opinion 
and J defer to it. 

Mr, Martin, When did you abandon your attitude on the matter of 
€5 n month? 

Mr, Cans. The first day the bill carne up. 

Mr. Mantin. The $5-1-month concept, then, did not carry over into 
the present. idea of unlimited service. 

Mr, Crank. The $5-a-month idea was simply to apply during an 
8-month training period. 

Mr. Manin. During an 8-month training period. 

Mr. Crank, That is, if the men were called into service, as distin- 
guished from the 8 months training, we never had any idea of $50 
month but on the contrary assumed they would have the regular pay. 
We looked on this idea of training for a limited period as a duty of 
citizenship. 

The Cuatnman. I think that is immaterial on the question of whether 
or not there is an emergency here now. 
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Mr. Marvin. Po have ono further question, Did your organization 
ngree with tho Amortean Legions national convention resolution of 
1010 drawing a distinetion between conscription for service and con- 
xeription for armed forces? 

Mr, Cram ‘Phe purpose of our association following the World 
Wan 

Mr. Marin, Did you agree with thoso resolutions of the first na- 
tional convention of the American Lagion drawing: a distinction 
hotween the twof 

Mr. Cran, Could you toll mo a tittle bit more about that? 

Mr. Martin, Tho distinction made in the resolution of tho first 
National Convention of the American Legion in) Minneapoliy in 
1019 was as between conscription for raining and conscription: for 
armed service, 

Mir. Chars. Noy wo never agreed with that. Our platform al- 
Ways was--compulsory military training in peaeo and compulsory 
selective servico in war, Wo thought every time you raiso an army 
for war, that the system adopted in 1017 was corrects that it: is a 
duty of citizenship, and that is the theory upon which the bill 
that we proposed in dune 1940 was drafted. 

Mr. Marvin, Did) your organization have anything to do with 
the shaping of the National Defonso Act of 10204 

Mr, Chan. T think only with regard to the eltizens military 
ga camps which wo were very much intorested in. 

Mv. Martin. Did you have any part in setting tho length of tine 
for training that was set out in that proposal for conseription, in 
that. act? 

Mr. Chann, Yes; we did, but that unfortunately did not pass; 
T was speaking of the National Defense Act, as enacted, 

Ve Martin, Do you know the longth of time specified in that 
vct 

Mr. Coark. Four months, 

Mr. Martin, Two months optional extension, was there not? 

Mr, Crank, Yes, airs and other features for further (raining as 
reservists, That was a peacetime measure, On that basis we 
thought 4 months was good enough, and also that it was all that 
could be passed. That training act passed the Senate committee 
and I think was unanimously recommended, But it failed in the 
Senato and never even got to the House. If it had passed Congress 
we would probably not be meeting here today; it would not have 
been necessary, I thank you for your patience. 

Tho Ciatraran, Thank you very much, Mr. Clark. 

(Mr. Clark filed the following brief :) 


REMOVAL Op TIME RESTRICTIONS ON ACTIVE SERVICE OF SELECTEES, NATIONAL GUARD 
Men AND RESERVE OFFICERS 


STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PRESIDENT AND THE WAR 
DEPARTMENT 


This devenment contains a short statement of the reasona why the 
restrictions on length of service should be removed by the Congress. 
The broad grounds upon which this action ts advocated are; (1) In 
view of the world situation and to prevent the disintegration of the Army 
of the United States, the Congress should forthwith dechare that .“the 
national interest is imperiled.” (2) If this disintegration were per- 
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mitted the power and fofluonce of the United States would be seriously 
doyyitred and ita Interests endangered. (8) Avy objection that. the 
exlonslon of seevico would {nvelye a breach of contract or of goud faith 
is unsound, 


(Stbinitted by Momberg of the Natlonal Hinergency Comiuilttes of the Milter 
jane Camps Agssoclation of the United States, New York, N. Y., daly 21, 
U 


RemovAL or Time Iestucions on Aurivé Sesvicn or Keeecress, NATIONAL 
(Guanes Men AND Ucsenve Orvicrns 


INTRODUCTION 


Tn this statement tho underalgned mombers of the natlonal emergency com- 
tnittes of the Milltary Tratniag Camps Assoclition of the Unlted States? support 
the urgent recommendation of the President and bis military advleers for the 
prompt removal of the legal reatrictions Cinder the Selective Keryvice Act) Mintle. 
{ng the thie of service of the selecteos and the restrictions (under Public Heso- 
lution 06 or August 27, 1940) with reapeet to the National Guard and Reserve 
components, 

Nearly all the undersigned are former officers of the Army of the United States, 
And most of us had expertence in the comunaud of troops in France i 1017-18, 
None of us faa professtonal soldlers and we are all now in civil fe, We are 
ab members of the Nattonal Minergency Committee of the Miltary Training 
Camps Aassoctation, which was formed in May 1840, to draft and sponsor the 
bill that was introduced by Senator Burke and Representative Wadsworth on 
vung 20-21, 1910, and became law on September 16, 1910, as the Selective Service 

et 

Representatives of our comunlttes appeared before the Committees on Military 
Affairs of the Senate and the Mouse in July 1940, in auptiort of the Burke- 
Wadsworth bil. We have retained a strong Interest in the workings of the 
Selective Service Act. We belleve It of crucial Sinportance that the Congress 
Kall declare that “the national foterest fs finperited” pursuant to section 3 (b) 
of the Selective Service Act, ko as to perinlt the President to extend the time 
of service of the selectees, We also belleve that alinilar action should be taken 
by the Congress with reapect to the thie of service of the Natlonal Guard and 
Reserve officers, 


1. IN VIEW OF THE WORLD KITUATION AND TO PREVENT THY PISINTRIBATION OF TI 
AHMY OF THE UNITED STATYA THY CONGRESS KHHOULD FORTHEWITIE DECLARK THAT 
THE NATIONAL INTEREBT 15 IMPRUILED 


The Chief of Staff conservatively and carefully stated to the Senate Miltary 
Affatra Committee on July 0 and July 17 that the practical effect of continuing 
the present restrictions would be to disintegrate the Ariny, and that the prob- 
lems presented In such event would be fasoluble, 

General Marshall also stated on July 9 and again on July 17 that onr Nation 
Js confronted by a grave crisis and that the dangers to this country are greater 
than a year ago, when the selective-service bill was under debate. He gave 
impressive reasons for his conclusions, We concur with those conclustons and 
those reasons, 

We belleve that what the Congress and the whole people have to face 1a that 
a great and conquering power 18 loose In the world; that the entire resources of 
an immensely powerful nation with a strong military tradition have been su- 
premely organized, nut only to conquer all Europe, but to dominate the whole 
world. Until we face up to these simple facts, we cannot visualize the nature 
and the degree of the threat to our Nation. 

Prior to the introduction of the Burke-Wadsworth bill on June 20, 1910, Nazi 
Germany had already taken Austria, Czechoslovakia, Norway, Holland, and 


1The Milltary Tealnles Camps Association of the United States war formed In 1916 to 
segs the so-called “Plattaburg Idea The association sponsored the pre-World War 
Plattsburg Camps, and alded the War Department in the organization of the great Officers 
training campa of 1917. After the World War it advocated, without success, the enactment 
of compulsory universal training. Subsequentiy, the association, for 20 years, aided the 
War Department in the recruitment of the Citizens Miltary Training Camysa—asinece 1922 
in a semiofficial relation with the War Department through the syatem of civilian alies to 
the Becretary of War. 
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Betglum. In the 18 months since June 20, 1040, this course of conquest has been 
steadily and relentlesaly pursued. We have seen the capitulation and complete 
subordination of France. We have watehed vast and destructive attacks upon 
Britain, both by sea warfare and by the bombing of her ports, factortes, and 
cities, While there attacks have failed to erush the spirit of the British peuple, 
they have fuflicted a greater loss of Hfe on sea and land than ds commonly 
realized tn this country. ‘They have destroyed an enormous tonnage of mer. 
chant vessels and a large manber of warships, and they have caused immense 
material damage to Industrial resources and homers fh Britain, We have wit- 
nessed the aubsugation of Rumania, Bulgaria, and Heaugary by cocrelon and 
threats. We have seon the military conquest of Yugoslavia, Albuata, and Greece, 

The net result of these vast events has been to give Nazi Germany actual posses: 
gion or dominance of virtually all Europe. Now, we are withessing the sudden 
and ruthless attack of Germany upon Russla—an attack which has already pene- 
trated far iuside the Russian borders and threatens to render Riuasia virtually, 
if nof entirely, finpotent. If Russia be conquered or rendered helpless, Hitler's 
conquests will have gone farther than those of any conqueror of modern thes; 
his power will have Increused to an extent that plainly constitutes a critical 
throat to every other country in the world, 

We must face the fact that this danger may become still greater. In his testi- 
mony on July 17, General Marshall mentioned the possibility of the sudden over- 
running of Spain, Portugal, and North Afrlea, Such an event would plainly 
endanger all of West Afriea, and Indeed the whole Afrlean coutinent, with tre: 
mendous finpiteations for us, General Marshall also mentioned the urgent neces: 
ality of reinforcing our garrisons In Alaska for reasons whieh he did not specify 
but which any reasoning pergon can perceive. If the German invaston of Russia 
should run its full course through Siberia, the threat to our foterests fn the 
Poelfic and our Northwestern territory ts plan, 

We must farther face the fact that German ambitions go beyond the conquest 
of yast territories and extend to the establishment of buses throughout the world 
and the ultimate control of all the oceans, as was publicly stated by Admiral 
Ravder, thief of the German Navy, fn January 1041" 

Beyond alt these things is the doubtful position of Japans and as to Latin 
America the various disquieting signs which make It clear that a yietorlous 
Germany would seek domination over some or wl of those countries, 

It is a literal fact that danger looms from every continent and from nearly 
every point of the compass The truth ts that the enetreloment of this Natlon is 
underway to ah extent Chiat few, until recently, have realized, 

In the face of these facts anyone who dentes the existence of a eritteal military 
danger to the United States and its Interests fs, we belteve, elther hopelessly 
complacent or willfally bid, 

With the world situation as ft exists today, Irrespective of the greater dangers 
which may well develop, ho reasonable man can deny that our “national interest 
is imperiled” and gravely so, It follows that the Congress is not only fully 
Justified in declaring, in the words of the Selective Service Act, that our “national 
interest (s fmperiled,” but is obligated to do so. This obligation Is {neseapable 
when the effect of a failure to make the declaration would disintegrate the Army 
which we have been building to mect the very threat which looms before us, 


VW. IF THE DISINTEGRATION OF OUR ARMY WERE NOW PERMITTED, THE POWER AND INFLU- 


ENCE OF THE UNITED STATES WOULD RE IMPAIRED AND ILS INTERESTS ENDANGERED 


It is obvious that the question of removing the existing restrictlons on length of 
service cannot be considered apart from the dangers of the world situation and the 
effect of a failure to Hft the restrictions upon the power, the influence, and the 
diplomacy of the United States. 

Nothing, we subinit, could be better caleulated to lower the prestige of the 
United States at this critical moment than the retention of restrictions on our 
Army which have been correctly and publicly announced as destructive of the 
Army's effectiveness, 


3 In a speech to German shipyard workers at Bremen, on January 28, 1941, Grand Admiral 
Erich Racder, Commander in Chtef of the Gorman Navy, tx reported as saying (N. Y, Timea 
January 20, 1941): “Our fleet will be developed and enlarged to a size befitting our world 
rower, It whl take the protection of German interests in the world into its strong 

ands and will carry the German flag and the German name together with the German 
merchant fleet over the ape of the globe, proclaiming the greatness and beauty of our 
country in which the socfalism of labor has become a reality. In our large naval bases 
overseas there will be plenty of work of all kinds.” 
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It goes without saying that a defeat of the pending proposal, strongly urged as It 
is by the President and hls military advisers, would mean to the whole world that 
our democratic system had broken down iu a eriaiss that gar professlons of oppo- 
altton to the totalitarian powers are empty; and that the United States does not 
ivally mean to go through with its resistance to the aggresston of the Axis Powers. 

Unquestionably, the general staffs of Nazi Germany and of the other totalitarian 
powers are watching with keen eye the action of the Congress of the United States 
on this issue. Noufhing could be better devised to encourage them in thelr bellef 
that demucracy, and especially the Untted States, 1s unable to fanction at a dan- 
gerous moment, than the defeat of the President's recommendation. It wold be 
treated and advertised by them as a repudiation of the President and of the whole 
polley of the United States under the Lend-Lease Act and many other measures, 

Just asa defeat of the President's recommendation would vastly encourage the 
Axis Powers, {t would have a correspondingly depressing effect upon the morale 
of the British Commonwealth of Natlons, to whose active support the United States 
hias been so strongly and so repeatedly pledged. 

It has been fairly sald that from the standpoint of our power aud prestige in the 
world the defeat of the President's recommendation would be equivalent to the 
sinking overnight of a third of our battleship force. 

We beg the Congress to estimate these considerations as of prime {mportance. 

We submit that it should be unthinkable {n so grave n crisl4 of world history 
that the United States should consclously and deliberately cripple its growing 
infiflary power, 


IIL. THE EXTENSION OF HERVICE INVOLVES NO BHEACII OF CONTHACT O# GOOD FAITH 


The suggestion fias been made that some sort of breach of contract, or at least a 
breach of falth, would be involved in an extension of the tlme of service of the 
selectees, National Guard, and Reserve officers. While no aetual or express con- 
tract has been asserted, it bas been said that, since both the Selective Service Act 
and Publle Resolution 06 provided for 12 months’ active duty, a “virtual contract” 
or something “In the nature of a contract” thereby arose. 

We belleve that such suggestions are frresponsible and without any foundation 
in fact or law, ’ 

It 1g flrat to be sald that even ff there were a contract it would necessarily have 
been made subject to the Inherent, sovercign right of the Nation to protect ita 
safety, This right ts fmpileit in every relation between a government ard its citl- 
zens. The self preservation of the Nation is the first and paramount law. In the 
present Instance, however, ft is unnecessary to invoke this principle because it Is 
platn that no contract, virtual or otherwise, can be spelled out. 

The statutory provisions regarding length of service are different in the case 
of the selectees from those relating (o the Reserve components, and therefore the 
questions are technically separate. 

With relation to the selectces we stress the fact that the Selective Service Act 
was not intended, advocated, or worded as a measure adapted to normal thines. 
This is true of the Burke-Wadsworth bill as introduced on June 20, 1810, and, we 
belleve, equally true of the bill. as it became law on September 16, 1410. 

The Burke-Wadsworth hill was conceived as an emergency measure to assist in 
raising and training a new emergency Army. That and only that was Its primary 
purpose, It may have been tn the minds of some te make a test of cotmpulsury 
military training that might be valuable for the framing of a more permanent 
long-thne system designed to avofd the errors of the past and to prevent us from 
once again being caught unprepared. However, any such purpose was purely 
subordinate and Incidental. 

It was repeatedly testified in the hearlngs when the bill was presented that it 
was framed to meet the emergency, which was envisaged as already existing and 
likely to grow greater, And it was distinctly stated that if ft had been intended 
to propose a measure adapted to quieter times the bill would have been framed 
on entirely different lines.” 


*Tho following witnesses represented the National Emergency Committee of the Military 
Training Campa Association before the Committees on Military Affairs of the Senate and 
the House in July 19409: Col. Jullus Ocha Adler, Grenville Clark, Jamea B. Conant, Col. 
Willlam J. Donovan, Col. Frederick Palmes, Brig. Gen. John McA. Palmer (retired), and 
Co). Lewis Sandera. AH of these witnesses advocated the bil as an emergency measure, 
and one (President Conant) made it clear that he was not committed to the principle of 
compulsory military training in normal times and supported the bill only because he deemed 
it necessary to the safety of the Nation in tlme of crisis. 
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The language of the bill, as introduced, was written strictly in accordance with 
this conception of the bill as qn emergency measure to raise an effective fighting 
force. As introduced. the bill contained the following (sec. 4 (b)) with regard to 
Mability for training and service: 

“If and so long as the United States is not at war, each man selected for train- 
ing and service shall serve for a training perlod of 8 consecutive months: Pro- 
vided, That {f during his training period the Congress shall declare that the 
national interest is imperiled, he shall be subject to service until the national 
interest permits lis being relieved from active service.” 

While under debate the above-quoted provision was amended to increase the 
training period to 12 months; and the language of that part of the provislon 
relating to an extension of the perlod of service was amended without, however, 
changing its substance. As enacted (sec. 3 (b)) the language is as follows: 

“Each man inducted under the provisions of subsection (a) shall serve for a 
training and serylce period of 12 consecutive months, unless sooner discharged, 
except that whenever the Congress has declared that the national. interest is 
imperiled, such 12-month period may be extended by the President to such time 
as may be necessary in the interests of national defense.” 

It {s clear, therefore, that not only the draftsmen of the original bill but the 
Congress contemplated and provided for the very contingency which has now 
occurred, This contingency was that the international situation was likely to 
beeping still more serious than it was in July, 1040, and thus require an extension 
of service. 

Accordingly we submit that the history of the bill while under discusston in the 
Congress evidences an intent that the period of service should be extended if the 
situation so developed that “the national interest 1s imperiled.” Beyond that, the 
precise language of the Jaw is such a8 to negative any iden of a contract, virtual 
or otherwise, against extending the 12-month period of service. 

Under all these circumstances, we submit that no man inducted under the 
Selective Service Act can with any justice, legal or otherwise, claim that his 
rights are being infringed upon by an extension of service made in accordance 
with the very terms of the law under which he was inducted, 

{t is true that it was hoped that the inducted men might be placed {fn thelr 
recerve status at the,end of 12 months’ training, But this was no more than 
a hope, It is true also that instances of undue hardship will arise from a service 
longer than 12 months because of home circumstances or other reasons, These 
casex, ns General Marshall has testified, will be taken care of considerately. 
The essxentlal point, however, is that the hope of restricting the active-duty period 
to 12 months and the cases of inevitable hardship have nothing to do with the 
aaron claim that any breach of contract is involved or any breach of 
good faith, 

We all hate the situation which has been brought about by the aggreesions of 
the dictators, We all haute war. We all hate the inconveniences and hardships 
that arise from the necessity of preparing to defend the country as the price of 
retaining our integrity and our independence as a free and uncoerced people. 
We all hope that the crisis will pass. But all these legitimate hates and hopes 
do not alter the fact that In the world as it is today we must have an effective 
army of trained men ready to fight. Nor do our emotions change the fact that 
we cannot have such an army unless the time of service restrictlons are removed. 

The problem as affecting the National Guard and the reserve components 
under Public Resolution 96 of August 27, 1940, and the provisions of the National 
Defense Act, fs technically different because of the difference in the wording of 
those laws from the language of the Selective Service Act. However, in sub- 
stance the underlying considerations are the same as in the ense of the selectces. 

The National Guard, the Reserve officers, the retired officers of the Regular 
Army, and the enlisted reserve all form, with the selectees, elements of a single 
Army of the United States. It need hardly be argued that if it is necessary 
to Invoke the provistons of the Selective Service Act to extend the service of tho 
selectees, the Natloual Guard and reserve components should not be treated 
differently. : 

CONCLUSION 


In conclusfon, we express the thought that there may be a tendency to under- 
estimate the common sense and intelligence of the American people as applted 
to this issue. 

We belleve that the American people fully comprehénd the absolute necessity 
at this time of having an effective fighting Army, even though this involves 
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{nconvenience or hardship to themselves or thelr relatives. We believe that 
the vast majority now perceive that it would be the grossest folly to disintegrate 
our Army of 1,600,000—now only partly trained—by leaving In force legal pro- 
visions that permit two-thirds of the men in the ranks and three-fourths of the 
officers to return to ctvil life nt the end of a year’s duty. 

The people perfectly understand that the practical effect of the present restric- 
tlons on time of service would be to dissipate the efforts of the past year and 
seriously impair our Army’s strength just at the moment that our power 1s 
growing to formidable proportions. 

The people do not want to diminish our strength in the present cra of ruthless 
power; they want to Increase It, They prize the dignity and prestige of thelr 
country. They would resent having it {mprovidently destroyed. If there be 
those that think the contrary, we believe that they underestimate the Intelligence 
of the people. ; 

We submit, thenefore, that—as recommended by the President, the Secretary 
of War, and the Chief of Staff—the Congress should forthwith declare chat 
“the national interest is imperlicd” as contemplated and provided by section 
3 (b) of the Selective Service Act, and thus empower the President to extend 
the time of service of the selectees, The Congress should also, by appropriate 
legislation, provide for a like extension of service of the National Guard, the 
Reserve officers, and other reserve components. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Paul Shipman Andrews, Francls R. Appleton, Douglas Arant, Charles 
Arbuthnot 38d, Ernest L. Bell, Jr., David M. Bowes, Dr. A. L. 
Boyce, Kenneth P, Budd, Edward R, Burke, Henry B. Cabot, Philip 
A. Carroll, Wiltam M, Chadbourne, Willlom CG, Chanter, Guytord 
Lee Clark, Grenville Clark, William Clark, James B. Conant, 
Dudley Davis, Harold W. Dodds, Willlam J. Donovan, Lewis W. 
Douglas, John P, Freeman, Duncan G. Harris, Henry 8, Hooker, 
Colgate Hoyt, Henry James, Robert H. Jamison, Benjamin Joy, 
Roger D. Lapham, Loyal Teale, Ralph Lowell, Tompkins Mcll- 
vane, J. Craig McLanahan, George G. MeMurty, Robert C. Rand, 
Charles B. Reeves, Alfred Roelker, Blthu Root, Jr., Harry 8. Sem- 
mes, Archibald G. Thacher, Dallas 8. Townsend, Samuel A. Wel- 
dou, Westmore Willcox, Jr., Tom R. Wyles. 


The Craimsman, The next witness is General Palmer. 


STATEMENT OF JOHN McKAY PALMER, BRIGADIER GENERAL, 
UNITE? STATES ARMY, RETIRED, HILL, N. H. 


The Cirairman, General Palmer, will you please give us your name, 
state your connection, if you have any, whom you re resent, and tell 
us of your past experience so that we may profitably weigh your 
testimony. 

General Psuater. My name is John McK. Palmer, brigadier gen- 
eral, United States Army, retired. My residence is Hill, N. H. 

The Crrvirman., What military experience have you had? 

General P+imer, I was on the General Staff both before and during 
the World War. I prepared a plan of military organization for Sec- 
retary Stimson and General Wood before the World War, in 1912. 
It was published by eed Stimson under the title “Organizn- 
tion of the Land Forces of the United States” and attached to his 
annual report for 1912, 
~ I was back on the General Staff just before the war, and took part 
in the organization of the war Army. Then I went to France as an 
Assistant Chief of Staff under General Pershing, and after the armis- 
tice I was sent back by him to take part in the plans for a permanent 
military: organization: 7 5. | \ 
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A little later I became the advisor of the Senate Military Committce 
and assisted in the preparation of the National Defense Act of 1920, 

In 1922, when General Pershing become Chief of Staff, T was de- 
ied as his vide-de-camp, and assisted in carrying that law into 
effect. 

1 retired from active service for disability in 1926, and since then 
have devoted myself to historical and literary work, principally on 
the subject of military institutions. 

Mr. Chairman, I have a short statement of certain historical inci- 
dents bearing upon the issue before the committes, and also upon the 
gonoral world situation. It is not a long statement. 
~The Cuamman. Is it in writing? 

Genoral Patmen. It is in writing, and if you prefer, I can simply 
hand it to the reporter. 

The Cuamman, I should prefer if you would do that, and we will 
print it in the record. We shall be glad to have you comment on it, 
generally, if you wish, 

(The statement filed by General Palmer is as foilows :) 


STATEMENT RY GENERAL PALACER 


There are certain incidents In our past history whieh throw a clear ght 
on the subject matter of these hearings and also upon the present world criata, 

In the snimer of 1919, the Senate Milltary Committee under Its chairman, 
James W. Wadsworth, sought to erect n sound and permanent military system 
upon our costly experlence in the World War. In the following January, after 
exhaustive hearings tn his committee, Wadsworth Introduced a bil in’ the 
Sennte. It provided that the divisions of the National Guard and Nattonal 
Army which had fought In the World War should be perpetuated as a permanent 
inatitution for the future, and that they should be kept full of trained men 
through'a system of universal military: training. Thts. plan was hot so novel 
us may appear, for Wadsworth simply proposed a modern adaptation of a plan 
which Washington transmitted to the First Congress in January 1700. 

If the Wadsworth bill had passed we would have been prepared for present 
world crisis which Hitler precipitated in 1940, In addition tothe Regular Army 
there would ‘have been 8 divisions in the Natlonal Guard and the Organized 
Reserves, all of them filled with men who had had military training and all of 
them commanded by officers accustomed to lead them in the fleld. In addition, 
there would have been an unorganized reserve of about 10,000,000 men who had 
graduated from the eltizen army during the past 20 years, In these elreum- 
stunces it would not ‘have been necessary to pass the Selective Service Act Inst 
summer for the reservoly of trained manpower would have been full. ‘The 
problem of further preparedness would have been the simple problem of calling 
out existing units for additional training, 

But Wadsworth was unable to get his plan through Congress. The country 
was not yet ready to accept the great Washingtonian principle of universal mili- 
tary training and service. As we had just won a war to end war, why spend 
money on future military training? As we had just made tho world safe for 
democracy, why arm her for the future? An so we joined Britain and our other 
sister democracies. in creating a culture medium of pacifism, appensement, and 
narrow Isolation for the bacillus of Hitlerism to thrive in. 

In the actual case, we were taken by surprise when Hitler overran Europe tn 
the spring of 1940. Instead of being filled, the reservoir of trained manpower 
was empty. It was obvious that a great army must be created and that the empty 
reservoir must be refilled. To do this under a system of voluntary recruitment 
was obviously impossible. The only possible solution was selective military 
training and service, and this solution was promptly adopted by Congress in the 
Selective Service Act of 1940—and in doing so it finally accepted a principle that 
Washington urged in the beginning as one of the essential foundations of the new 
American Republic. Ay 

With this great law on the statute books, the War Department, under the 
leadership of the Chief of Staff, has been creating a great modern army, and for 
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the first thie fn our history we have been able to make effective preparations to 
meet a great military erlsis. But now, that great constructive work fs threat- 
ene) by the fact that the whole organizatlon will begin to disintegrate in the near 
fulure unless the terms of service of citizen-soldfers now fn the ranks are ex- 
fended... Fortunately, it was provided In the orlginal law that the 12-month 
tratning perlod should be extended Ina time of great nattonal peril—and that 
the is now here, 

Since Congress las adopted a sclentifie solution of the manpower problem 
In the Selective Service Act of 1940, It may be interesting to consider a period 
Jn our history when the future of Amerlea was serlously threatened because 
Congress had adopted a bad manpower polley. 

In the summer of 1776, coon after the Battle of Bunker Hl, an adequate 
army might have been filled with men who were willing to enlist for the dura- 
tlon of the war. Whis was Washington's opinton, as) fornally exprensed, in 
letters to the President of Congress. If this polley had beeu adopted, the Con- 
titfita) Army would’ suon have become a veteran force, und It would. have 
outnumbered) the enemy on every subsequent: battlefleld. In these elreum- 
stances, the war should have ended in decisive Amerlean victory before the 
whiter of Valley Forge, before the collapse of the public eredlt and before It 
was necessary to call France in to bolster up mn tottering cause. But, the 
Continental Congress would not adopt this sound polley,  Inatead, all enlist- 
ments were made to terminate with the current year. When the flrst year 
ended, the enthusiasm fosplred by Bunker HAN had) subsided. Most of the 
volunteers of 1775 refused to reentist for the campaign of 1776, and now it 
became difficult to obtain even raw recruits. As a result of this, polley, It 
became necessary to form a new army each year, ind ench year the Army 
was siualler than it was the year before, Later, Congress adopted a longer 
perlod of seryice, but not until it was too late to malntain an effective army. 
If Washlogton had been permitted to retain the soldlers tralned in 1776, Howe's 
Army might have been defeated In 1776, and could not have survived the catm- 
palgn of 1777, 

And so, the war dragged on through 1778 and 1770. Washington had many 
opportunities to end ft but his Army was always too weak. In the fall of the 
latter year, word came to him that Rochambeau would come to Amerlea with 
French troops next spring, If Congress would give iim an effective Army to 
cooperate with the French the campalgn of 1780 should lead to decisive vie- 
tory, Washington reported the situation to Congresa. The organized strength 
of the Continental Army was about 40,000, but there were only 20,000 on the 
rolls and of these many were absent from sickness and other causes, By next 
ape Hh there would be only 10,000 men on the rolls and many of these would 
not be avollable for duty with the Army. There wonld be an unpredictabfe 
huniber of trained soldierg and an unpredictable number of raw recrults. ‘With 
such uncertain resources as these It would be impossible to plan an effective 
cooperation with the French. Washington, therefore, proposed that each State 
should draft enough men to fll its quota and that they shotld be sent to the 
Arm by New Year’s Day so that they could be trained before the spring cam- 
palgn. This was the only possible solution of the problem that confronted 
him, But, Congress pafd no heed to his recommendations, It would not pro- 
vide for a draft. It would not even establish the quotas until Iate In the 
spring and untill this was done not even voluntary recruiting could begin. 

By May of 1780 Washington had only 11,000 men under his Immedtate com- 
mand, and of these 2,000 would be discharged within the next 2 months. 
Small ag his Army was it was necessary for him to send reenforcements to 
South CaroHna, where General Lincoln was confronted by superior forces, In 
the fall of the following. year after providing a meager garrison to guard the 
strategic fortress at West Point, Washington had only about 2,000 Continentals 
to march with him from the Hudson down to Yorktown. 

Why did Congress ignore Washington's advice? Chief Justice John Mar- 
shalt gives us an answer to this question. In his Life of Washington, he 
wrote: 

“Notwithstanding the embarrassments with which Congress was surrounded 
it ts not easy to find adequate reasons for the neglect of representations so 
interesting, and of recommendations apparently so essential to the safety of 
the United States. 

“Private letters disclose the fact that two parties still agitated Congress, 
One entered freely into the views of the Commander in Chief. The other, 
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Jealous of the Army, and apprehensive of its hostility: to Hberty when peace 
shoutd be restored, remained unwilling to give stability to ita Conatltution b 
Increasing the numbers who were to serve during the war, bale seeined t 
dread tho danger from the enemy, leas than the danger which might bo appre- 
hended for the elvil authority from its permanent character, © % * 

What this bolld down to is thist Congress dented Warhington the certain 
means of apecdy victory because an obstructlonist faction feared that if given 
an effective army, he would make himself a dictator, This factlon was only 
a minority, but it was strong enough to thwart every attempt at effective 
military organisation since the beginning of the war. Thelrs was a delteate 
problem fn equillbritm. They would make their Army just barely strong 
enough to defeat King George, but not strong enough to make Washlugton an 
Atorican Cromwell after tho vietory, Thia was tho sole cause of a prolonged 
war with all of ifa attendant cconomle and soclal distresses, Tt ia well for 
us to remember that dn his atruggle for Amertean independence, Washington 
had much less opopsition from the British Army than he had from Jealous 
and narrow obstructlontata In the Contlaental Congress, 

The iillitary system whieh President: Washlogton proposed was strictly a 
nhatlonal-defense organization, ‘Though he proposed Ht as a means of preventing 
war, his countrymen rejected tt. But the military system which Fredertek the 
Great bequeathed (o Germany was never a defenslye organization. Tt was delib- 
erately dealgned va a conquest mitchine from the beginning. Frederick employed 
it to aggrandlze Prusaln within Germany, He probably never thought of world 
dominfon in his day. But the seeds of future world conquest were joherent. in 
the organization whlets he contrived and would tnevitably develop with growing 
opportunity to the future, Blamarck used the conquest machines firat, to erush a 
growing democratle movement in Germany, and then to unlte Germany wnder - 
autocratie Prussia, After Blamuarek’a vietortes over Austrin and France, a con. 
quest machine was no longer needed for the defense of Germany or for the 
protection of legitimate German interests, Tt retained, the Gorman Gomer 
Staff must flud geist for It outside of Germany, and se with growhng opportunity 
It would eventually and fnevitably atm at world domlnton. But for the unex- 
pected awakentog of Amertea this was all but accomplished tn 1018, 

Since World Wir FT the German General Staff hag consistently atmed at 
world domfuton as the ulllnmate goat of the German people, But the oppor. 
tunity crime sooner than was expected, The Nugilsh-speaking peoples to whom 
tho atrategic outposts of civilization were entrusted were found to be doped in 
pacitism, appeasement, and narrow fsolation. Herein es the real cause of the 
present erlals, Phere was a high barometer of overmilitarixm tn the region of 
dutocracy atid: a-tow: barometer of undermiiitarism in the reglon of democracy, 
Hence the tnevitable storm. Lhe complacent pacifism of the democractes gave 
Nagl militarism {ta tempting opportunity. 

After rejecting Washington's advice for 160 years, the American people returned 
to It in the Selective Sorvice Act of 1010. Our future and the future of clvillva- 
tlon depend upor preserving and perfecting the organization that our Government 
Is crenting under the provistons of that act. 

In my opinion, our pert] Is greater than it ever has been tn ovr biatory. All 
of the forces of nagl-ism are deployed agalnst ua. In order to achtove his clearly 
tevealod alm, Hitler must conquer or enclrele the United States, 


Genoral Paar. Roforring to the statement that T have filed for 
tho record, I would call attention to the fact that. if the bill introduced 
in the Senate by Chairman Wadsworth had_passed the Congress wo 
would have been fully prepared when this Hitler crisis occurred in 
1940. Thore would not have been any manpower problem and it would 
not have been necessary to pass 2 Selective Service Act. We would 
have had, in addition to the Regular Army, 5% divisions in the Na- 
tional Guard and the Organized Reserves, all filled with men who had 
had training, all units commanded by officers accustomed to lead them 
in the field. And in addition to that there would have been an unor- 
ganized reservoir of about 10,000,000 men in the country who had had 
some military training. . 
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If we had beon in that situation, the only thing that. would have been 
necessary would be to order existing: units out for such additional 
training as might bo necessary. But that bill failed to pass. ‘The 
country was not prepared for universal military (raining at that time. 

The actual situation whon the crisis did occur was that instead of 
having a reservoir full of trained manpower wo had an empty reser- 
voir, Jt was obvious that it was necessary to form nv great. Army and 
to refill (hat. reservoir as soon as possible, It was utterly impossible 
(o do it under the system of voluntary reernitment. The only way it 
could bo filled was under somo system of compulsory military training 
and service, Congress adopted that solution in passing the Seleetive 
Service Act. And in passing il, it adopted a principle which President 
Washington proposed to the First Congress 150 years before, 

Having adopted that rule, which is the only possible scientific way 
of securing manpower, wo have now reached a sittation in whieh the 
Army, being organized under those powers, is about, to disintegrate 
and it becomes necessary to extend the temporary service, as was indi- - 
cated in the original aet. itself, 

It scoms to me that. this should be dono, and it can be done without 
great hardship according to the arrangement proposed by General 
Marshall during his testimony, Tam satisied that it will be done, 

The Crmaan, Thon you are in favor of the declaration by Con- 
gress, through ea form of resolution, that the Nation is imperiled at 
this time in such manner as to require the retention of the different 
components of our present military forces, 

Goneral Pausaen. Yes, sir; Tam, 

The Crainman, ‘The other question which you mentioned, that of 
the Wadsworth bill, which was introduced into the Senate at. the time, 
I presume, when he was chairman of the Senate Military Affairs 
Committes? 

Gonoral Parsaen. Yes, sir, 

The Cuams an, And when you were his adviser? 

General Patmen. Yes, sir. 

The Cram an. That we would have over a period of 22 or 23 years 
built up in an orderly fashion trained personnel throughout. the 
country from which we could draw now without very much diflculty, 
and at very much leas expense than we are now put to. 

General Parmer. That. is correct. 

The Cramman, That was the error that we mado, 

QGoneral Pararer. I would like to call attention to the fact also that 
there was not anything particularly novel about the Wadsworth bill, 
because he proposed nothing in the world but a modern adaptation of a 
proposal that. President Washington mado to the First Congress in 
1790. 

Mr. Manrrin, This reservoir of trained men that you refer to, that 
could have been trained had that bill passed, would have had 4 months 
of training? . 

General Pararen. Yes, sir; unless Congress increased the period of 
tho training. But I would like to siy, sir, in that connection, that 4 
months would have been the amount of training of the nowest recruit 
inthe ranks, During a 4-year period aftor the mitiul training, each of 
these mon would have served cither in the National Guard or Organized 
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Reserves, and would have attended field maneuvers twiew, No man 
could have become a noncommissioned officer and later an officer, unless 
he had prepared himself by further training for ench step of pro- 
motion, 

Lado not menn to say that they would have had a sufficient amount of 
training. But suppose you had had 2,000,000 mena year ago who were 
organized and Id [inl that much (raining, and all of these could have 
beon called out immediately and given additional training. ‘That 
would have been a tremendots preparation, 

Mr. Crason, On the basis of your military experience, would you 
express an opinion as to whether or not. any of these American troops 
will bo called upon to fight outside of the Western Hemisphere? 

General Panmen E think that they should be prepared for that, 
if the national interest. demands it. 

Mr. Cuason, You; but that ix not the question, TP asked --we nave 
sure that is why they are being trained, to be ready for service, of 
courseo—but. Lasked now, based upon your knowledge of international 
affairs, have you any opinion as to whether or not any of Chem or any 
number of them will be called upon to fight outside the Western 
Hemisphere ¢ 

General Panaren. No, sivy TE iave not, ‘Mat is a question for the 
future, 

Mr, Crason, ‘Then you do not see anything in the present pieture, 
in the international crisis, or in Che European war, whieh would lead 
you to believe that any of these troops will be called upon to fight out- 
side the Western Hemisphere. 

General Parmen. Edo not know whether Chat situation will arise 
or not, But it may in the immediate future, Pf it does, of course, 
thoy ought to face it, : 

Mr. Chasox, Butoat the present moment, from what you know of 
the situation in connection with the Muropean war, or from what you 
know of the international crisis, is hore anything whieh lends you to 
helieve that any of these troops will be ealled upon to fight outside 
the Western Hemisphere? 

General Paamer, T ecannot say; Tdo not know, Tn the first place, 
T do not know what the Western Hemisphere is, 

Mr. Crason, Well, outside of North or South America, 

General Paumenr. 1 think some of these troops may have to be used 
to defend the necessary strategic outposts of the United States---just 
where, 1 do not know. Tam not on the General Staff. 2 believe 
this: That tosay that they shall or shall not do certain things on one 
side or the other of an imaginary line is an utter absurdity from the 
standpoint of military strategy and military history, 

Mr. Crason, ‘Then do you think this bill should include an amend- 
ment providing that these solectees, as well as others, may be used in 
the discretion of the President. or of the General Staff at any point 
in the world? 

General Paumer. What is that? 

Mr. Crason. Is it your opinion that this bill should be amended to 
rermit. the President or the General Staff to use theso troops in their 
discretion anywhere in the world? 

Gonoral Parmer. Mr. Clason, I do not. think I said anything that 
could be interpreted to mean that. : 
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The Coams an, ‘This bill does not have any effect like that, 

Mr, Cason, Tam asking the gontleman if he thought (he bill should 
he amonded to that effect. You have read the bill 

General Panaten, Yes, sir, 

Me. Crason, You know that according to this resolution and its 
relation to he present hay, the solectees cannot be used outside of the 
Western Hemisphere or the possessions of the United States, 

Ceneral Paraten Ef that is the law, Pdo not believe any such limi- 
dation should be written into the hw, 

My, Chason, You think the present law is defective in that respect ¢ 

CGenoral Papmen. Yes, sir, That is my personal opinion, 

Mr, Crason, ‘That is all. 

Tho Cram an, Whether or not troops should be used aad where 
they should be used generally should depend-—practically all the tine 
should depend---on the judgment of the mititury command in charge 
of thom, is that correct % 

Gener! Parser, Yes, sit, 

The Cram an, And subject to the orders of their superiors ¢ 

General Pauaen, Yes, sir, 

The Cnamoan, To the direction of the Sceeretary of War and the 
Chief of Statl, 

General Parmen. Yes, sir, 

The Cuataian. Suppose Chey were stationed on some of our istand 
bases and were attvcked. Would they not have to fight bret or do 
you think they should await an order from the Prosident, 

General Parsen They would hive to fight. © think there is a 
very serious danger of war, We do not know when it is going to come 
or how it is going to come, Bat if it does come, TF do not think we 
ought to be hampered. bE think our mission would be solely to defeut 
the onemy, 

The Custsax, On that very point, an army that is partly inst. 
ficient to meet the opposition is justas futile as one that is wholly 
insudliciont. 

General Pana. Yes, sin 

The Croatoa an, TF it loses even by a smal) margin, it hus lost. 

General Paraen, Yes, sir, 

The Crsmaran, Are there any further questions, gentlemen? We 
thank you for your appearance and your testimony, General, 

Mr. Marin, Mv. Chairman, FT should dike to ask one more question 
of Mr. Clark, 

The Cuamaan. Proceed, 

Mr. Marrix. Did) your organization help to draft. the National 
Defense Act of 19204 

Mr. Crank, No, Let ameexplain. Prior to the war and during the 
war, we worked with the War Department actively in organizing the 
officers’ (raining camps, and so forth, After the war we decided to 
continue, Let me explain chat our organization-—E speak of the Mili- 
tary Training Camps Association—came out of the first so-called 
Plattsburg Camp in 1915, The association was formed in 1916, 

When the previous war came on we offered our services to the War 
Department and sugested that. the best means--in fuet, the only 
meins-—of raising a corps of officers to officer the respective arms of 
the services, would be by adopting the system of the Plattshurg 
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camps. Wo wore asked to cooperate with the War Department, and 
wo took part jn that ina big way, We worked with them. 

Now, you are speaking of 1919. Wo decided to continue. Our 
roup of men did not want to see us caught again in the same pre- 

dicamont without any manpower, organized, trained manpower. Wo 
thought it was to the best interests of the country to have a system 
of univorsal training and service, both, That. was the principle that 
wo adopted in ow constitution, One purpose of our organization 
is to prepare, if possible, a Federal system of universal (raining and 
servico, L remember the words, We pushed that, We published a 
magazine called National Service. Wo had a committes that we 
called the military affairs committee of our association, ‘They put 
forward ideas and drafts for a system of universal training and 
sorvice, and had some touch with it. Aftor that, Colonel Palmer who, 
ns ho just testifled, was advisor to Chairman Wadsworth’s Senate 
Military Affairs Committee, wo had some touch with the framing 
of that act, which was recommended by the Senate Military Com- 
mittee, but failed in the Senate. We had some touch with it, We did 
not sponsor the bill, Wo did not draft it ourselves, 

Mr. Mantin, ‘Tho reason I was anette the question is that in that 
wroposal, in tho conseription part of the bill, they likewiso provide 

5a month pay, and 1 wondered whether you, in drafting the bill last 
year, just took that proposal from the original bill back in 1920, or 
whether you had sponsored that level of pay during all that inter- 
vening time. 

Mr. Crank. I think tho fact that it was in the prior draft of 20 
years before influonced us, because thore was a phtoaply behind it, 
namely, that for training in peacetime as distinguished from gsorvice 
in war, you had presented a different situation, ‘The young men, when 
thoy got in thore, received thoir clothes and their sholter and their 
food, and they were in for a relatively short time, And we thought 
that it should bo regarded as a duty of citizenship, 

Mr, Martin. 1 see quite a distinction, though, between conscriptin 
& man and forcing him to go into Army duty and taking him ‘iid 
inducing him to go into an officers’ training camp, I attended the 
first officers’ training camp before they decided to pay a cent of money. 
You also attended the one in Plattsburg. But we had a goal to shoot 
for, It was an ontively different. matter, We were not in the armed 
forces until the third training camp of the World War. We were not 
in the armed forces; that is, unless we hed been brought in from the 
armed forces. But, in offering a man traming for a commission, you 
were giving him a prize to work for. Wo were not in the Army. 

But when you conscript a man and put him in the armed forces 
that caused mo to wontor, whether ou or your organization hac 
sponsored the $5-compensation provision all during these yenrs, 

Mr. Crank. Wo did, but again I say for short terms of training in 
quiet times, in peacetimes; but not for service. And again I say I 
am not defending that. I think we made a mistake. 

Mr. Martin. You sponsored it a year ago, I appreciate that. 

Tho Craimosran, If there is nothing further, we thank you very 
much, Mr. Clark; and you, General Palmer, We appreciate your com- 
ing before the committee. 

The committee will now go into executive session. 

(Whereupon the committee went into executive session.) 


PROVIDING FOR THE NATIONAL DEFENSE BY REMOVING 
RESTRICTIONS ON NUMBERS AND LENGTIL OF SERVICE 
OF DRAETEES, 


FRIDAY, JULY 25, 1941 


Tlousn or Rerresentarives, 
Commrmne on Minrrany Arana, 
Washington, DO, 

The committee met at 10a. m., Hon, Andrew J. May (chairman), 
presiding, 

The Crramman. Let the committee please be in order, 

Gentlemen, we have a number of quite important witnesses this 
morning on this matter of the joint resolutions under consideration 
and, as many of you know—all of i know—Maj. (ton. Milton A. 
Reckord has been representative of the National Guard here for a 
numbor of years, General Reckord is present this morning. We will 
be glad to have you come around, General, and discuss this proposal in 
your own way, and make whatever statement you care to make about 
It; then, after you are through, maybe somo of the gentlemen will wish 
to ask you some questions, 


STATEMENT OF MAJ. GEN. MILTON A. RECKORD, COMMANDING 
GENERAL, TWENTY-NINTH DIVISION, FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, 
MD. 


General Reckorp, Mr, Chairman and gentlemen of the committee: 
I am vory glad to have this opportunity to speak pon the resolution, 
because it docs give mo a chance, perhaps, to refresh the minds of the 
members of the committee ag to the position of the National Guard of 
the country, as an institution, over a long period of years. 

The chairman may remember, in 1933, a large group of officers of 
the quart came before this very committee with what was then known 
as the National Guard bill. Up to that time, you may recall that 
section 111 of tho National Defense Act provided, that when Congress 
authorized the President to use troops in excess of the Regular Army 
members of the National Guard could be drafted into the Federal 
service as individuals. And in the World War, notwithstanding the 
fact that officers and members of the guard had volunteered, we had 
to be drafted for that service. 

That was not satisfactory to us, so we studied the subject within 
our own councils for many years and finally came before this com- 
mittee with a plan and a bill; the heart of the bill being a change of sec- 
tion 111 which would climinate the draft provision or draft feature 
and, in plaice of that feature, give us the preent section 111, which 
pravides that when the Congress shall declare a national emergency 
and authorize the President to use troops in excess of the Regular 
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Army, he may order the units of the National Guard and the mem- 
bers to aetive Federal service and that those units will then go into 
the active Federal service as oat that) time organized, as) far as 
practicable, : 

That. section is on the books. Té was enieted in 1933, Last: year, 
whon the selective-service legislation was being considered, the bill 
which was at first presented to the Congress was most unsatisfactory 
fo the guard, because we thought we saw this large group of trainees 
being: placed in between the National Guard and the Regular Army, 
which would result, ina few years, in eelegn tt the guard to the 
rear, or ton State status. So we came before your committee and 
also went before the Seeretary of War and the Chief of Stull and, if 
[T may, 1 will read from the letter whieh was signed by the president 
of the National Guard Association and the president of the Adjutants 
General Associntion, indicating the position of the National Guard. 
This was written July 9, 1010: 

Delberate mlsarepresentations, savoring of “Atth column” aetivitles, as to the 
attitude of the offlcers and men of the Nattonal Guard toward emergency phius 
for the defense of this country have been made. 

Tn order that: there may be no misunderstanding on your part oor tn the 
ninds of tho people of the United States, or the National Congress, or tn any 
other ageneles concerned, as to the attitude of the National Guard, the afore- 
mentioned organizations representing the Nattonal Guard of the United States 
do here state In the most emphatle manner possible that the Nacouat Guard 
stands ready and willing to enter inte the service of the Untted States, as 
provided tn the Natlonal Defense Act, today, tomorrow, or ut any time the 
President of the United States sees Mt to use the Natlonal Guard in the defense 
of this country, 

The National Guard does here and now vealirme its tradit@onal positton on 
matters pertaining to nattonal defense and desires to pledge to you and the 
War Department Its fullest and most complete cooperation for the development 
and tratning of the land forces of the United States, of whieh ft is a component, 
to mect the emergency that now confronts our country and our people, 


That. was signed by General DeLamater and General Grahl, 

Tho Cirsinaan. What positions did they occupy? 

General Reckorn. ‘They were, respectively, president of the Na- 
tional Guard Association of the United States and the Adjutants 
General Association of the United States. 

The Craman, If I remember correetly, you were urging this com- 
mittee last year, in the testimony on the Selective Service and Training 
Act, for it to be made possible that the guard cowd remain in the 
servico longer than tho period of 1 year, if necessary. Is that correct? 

General Reckorp. That is correct, And T might give the members 
of the committee the steps which took place in connection with that 
effort. The bill which was prepared in the War Department. and sent 
to the White House had in it Innguage to the effect that the Reserve 
components would be authorized to serve for not more than 1 year, 
The National Guard, in convention, passed this resolution on that 
feature—Resolution No, 8: 

Whereas the lnnguage in the Natlonul Guard bill recently enacted makes ft 
mandatory that the Natfonal Guard be returned from their aetlve Federal service 
at the end of 12 consecutive months; and . 

Whereas the Innguage of the Selectlve Service Act is contrary to the spirit of 
section 111 of the National Defense Act, In that it places men In training ahead 
of the National Guard of the United States in an emergency: ‘Therefore be it, 


Resolved, That the execcutlve council of the National Guard Association is 
hereby directed to take steps to amend the National Guard bill by deleting the 


REMOVE RESTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE 67 


words “twelve consecutlve months" and Insertlig, in Meu thereof, the words “not 
leas than one year” 


In other words, we desired then and have always desired ¢o rest our 
case on section Ht of the National Defense Act, which places the 
National Guard next behind the Regular Army, when troops in excess 
of the Regular Army are needed. So, we went to the Secretary of War 
and the Chief of Staff and asked them to change that language, but. the 
bill got. out-of the White House and down here and the language was 
not changed, 

Acting on this resolution, we appeared before this committee 
and the Senate committee and urged the committees to make the 
change, T reeall very distinctly in the Senate what happened, The 
selective service bill had been reported out of the Senate committee 
38 days before we appeared on the National Guard bill for a heay- 
ing. The Senators, as were you gentlemen, were very anxious to have 
the two bills parallel one another and they had reported the selec- 
tive service bili with the language in it’ reading “12 consecutive 
months” So, while they listened to us very attentively, they de- 
cided to parallel the Selective Service Act and to change that. lan- 
gitnge, but did not give the language we asked for, They used the 
identical language that was used in the Draft Act. 

So we are confronted today with a law which precludes the use 

of the National Guard after 12 months’ service, 
As explained by the Chief of Staff, in his judgment it is necessary 
that some amendment. (o the present. law I enacted, I am here 
to sry Thave felt all along that the Guard should be in such a posi- 
tion that it could serve indefinitely if the need for its service exists. 
Frankly, I think the need does exist. 

I have discussed this matter with many of my officers, some 
of whom would like to go home. 

The Cuamaan, If the country were at peace? 

General Recon, Tf the country were at peace, actual peace; yes, 
sir, [sat in a group of officers a few nights ago, One officer said: 


Well, he Just wished f€ were possible to have us all return home— 
but he said he— 


thought ft would be the helght of foolishness to disrupt these trained organ. 
izations, or organizations that are now partlally tralned, but at the end of the 
year will be tratned—to disrupt those organizations before we ure faced with 
a peaceful world. 


The Cuamman. General, T believe you are in command of Fort 
Meade, Ma? 

General Reckorp. I command the Twenty-ninth Division at Fort 
Meade, made np of National Guard troops of Virginia, the District 
of Columbia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. And it may be iter- 
esting to you gentlemen of the committee to know that our present 
strength in that division is 60 percent. selectees, Forty percent aro 
National Guard men and 60 percent are selectees. 

Mr. ‘Tutomtason. No Regulars at all? 

General Recxorp. No, sir; no regulars. 

Mr. Harter. What. about Reserve officers? 

General Recxorn. We were one of the National Guard divisions 
at went in with a full war-strength complement of National Guard 
officers. 
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In the National Guard Act, you may reeall, Mr. Harter, there was 
a provision which enabled the selected onlisted men, in timo of peace, 
to study and receive appointments as second lieutenants and we were 
able, in my division, to dake in with us, when we were inducted, 
ahout 37 Hine officers more than we required when wo went to war 
strength, In that respeet, we are very fortunate, 

Ty, Harren, You are quite different from the usual or ordinary 
National Guard division in that respect, ave you nott 

Goneral Reciorv, Yes, siry we are. 

You may remember FE had av lot. to do with the legislation. as the 
chairman said, LC have been around here and have spoken for the 
guard for many years and, in che 1033 Jegishition, wo provided that 
enlisted men who would study could continue as enlisted men on the 
active list, but could be examined for Heutenancies and be appointed, 
and those appointments would become active upon induction into 
tho Federal service, 

Mr. Hanren, As TE understand it, then, General, you have no Re- 
sorve ofleers with your division? 

General Recxorv, At present T have two engineer officers and one 
Signal Corps offlcer, and T have been authorized to ask for 15 addi- 
tional Reserve second lieutenants. Those 15 will be additional over 
and above our requirements, I think this is an effort on the part, 
probably, of General Marshall to give usa few over strength to com: 
pensate for those absent at school and other places, rom now on, 
as vacancies exist, we will have a few Reserve lieutenants, or will 
havo second licutenants to come to us from the training schools, 
rather than come up through tho grades. 

Tho Cimarwan, Assuming there is a large porcentage of the 
trainees that would be brought in under the Selective Service and 
Training Act, in all of tho divisions of the Army throughout the 
country and in the regiments as well, what in your judgment would be 
the effect of withdrawing all those young men fron: service at this 
particular timot Will you discuss that feature? 

General Recxorn. Mr. May, it would completely disrupt the entire 
Army in my judyment—completely disrupt it. ‘Puke the case of my 
own division: We went in on February 3. It took us practically a 
month before we were settled in camp and bedded down, We trained 
then for perhaps a month and a half or 2 months before we received 
our first solectee. Then, instead of getting our selectecs within a 
week, which was ph sically impossible, we received those selectees over 
about 3 months. ‘The division today is not yet trained for battle. We 
uro just about. ready to go into brigade exercises; following that, divi- 
sion exercises; then to the South for maneuvers. So that my division 
will give you the picture which exists in overy other division in the 
ay And, in addition to that, the Chief of Staff told you, when he 
was before your committee, there are certain National Guard units— 
two, at least—one in Hawaii and one in Alaska, and I think it would 
he almost a physical impossibility to make the exchanges thore in time 
to comply with the present law. 

The Cramsan. Then you are willing to say to this committee you 
think it would be an unwise move on the part of Congress if they did 
not continue the selectees, the National Guard, and the Reserve Corps 
at present for the duration of this emergency t 
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General Reckon, I make that. statement, Mr, Chairman, without 
any mental reservation whatsoever, And although Tam not clothed 
with authority to speak for the other oflicers of the National Guard 
Association and the Adjutants General Association, T was prosent 
with the representatives of those associntions last week at the Senate 
hearing und TE lnow that the National Guard, as an institution, desires 
the Congress to take the action necessary in order to permit. this—not 
only the National Quard, but the selectees, to be retained in the service 
as long asthe War Department or the administration feels there is an 
emergency. 

The Ciamsan, In what capacity: General, did you enter the United 
States Army or the National binrl, as the case may bed 

General Recon, J went in the National Guard as a private. 

Tho Ciramnan, Tow long agot 

General Recwonp, Tn 1901, 

The Cuamman, And you have been in military service, actively 
engaged in time of war, and interested in time of peace in the develop- 
mont. of an army, ever since that time? 

General RecKonv, Yes, sir that is true, [served in the World War 
ns a colonel of infantry. When I returned 1 was named by former 
Governor Ritchie as the Adjutant Genoral of Maryland and have been 
active in military matters, with special reference to the position of the 
National Guard in the great plan of national defenze, ever since. 

I believe, Mr. Chairman, in the one-army idea, the thres components, 
and Tam strongly of the opinion—and T know L voice the sentiment 
of 95 porcent, maybo 100 percent, of the officers of the entire National 
Guard of the country, and I would add, further, 90 percent of the 
enlisted men—I do not believe there is any doubt about the fact that 
tho officers and enlisted men of the National Guard knew, when they 
raised their right hands and took the oath and voluntarily identified 
themselves with the National Guard, that they volunteered for service 
to the State in a minor State emergency, and for service to the Nation 
in any emergency needing troops in excess of those of the Regular 
Army. ‘That is our position, we have maintained it steadily, and we 
certainly are not going to shirk now. 

Mr. Tn1ostason, Cenoral, you have answered the question I was 
going to ask, We know how the most of the generals and high-rankin 
officors feel about this situation, but, as I understand you, the rank an 
filo of tho onlisted mon now in the service would not especially object 
to longer service if the Commander in Chief and the heads of the War 
Department and Congress say that the national interest is imperiled? 

eneral Reckorp. I think that is absolutely correct. But I qualified 
my statement with respect to the enlisted men by saying 90 percent. 
I think there are certain individuals, perhaps, in the National Guard 
among the enlisted men, who have families, who would like to get home. 
In fact, I would like to get home myself if I could. But I believe each 
one of those individuals, Mr. Thomason, knows he has taken an obliga- 
tion to servo, and is ready and willing to serve, for such period of time 
as the Congress detormines is necessary. 

Mr, Tuosrason. What is the morale of the rank and file of the 
Army at this time? 

General Recxorp. I think it is splendid. 

Mr. Tromason. How is it in your outfit? 
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Goneral Reoxorn, Splendid. I would say it is superior, I do 
not like to throw bouquets at my own outfit, but I honestly believe 
that is the situation. 

Mr. ‘Tnomason. You say that with due modesty. I have some 
vory fine ideas about that unit myself. 

General Recxorp., I have addressed myself, as you have noted, 
primarily to the National Guard in this picture, but I believe the 
selectees should go side by side and step by step with the guard. * 

Mr. ‘T'Homason. How do you feel about this promise, I should 
say, of the President in his message a few days ago and later most 
emphatically repeated by General Marshall, Chief of Staff, before 
this committe, that men over 28 were going to be let out, permitted 
to return home as rapidly as possible, and that all hardship cases 
would be permitted to return? General Marshall testified that at 
this very time they are permitting about 2,000 men a month to go 
homo because their families or their business needs them, or for 
some other meritorious reason, Now, are you doing that with your 
organization ? 

General Recirorp. Yes, sir, we are; we are doing that right along. 

Mr. ‘Tromason, You are doing that right along? 

General Recixorv. Yes; but I think I sliouiel go further than 
that, and I believe the War Department will go further than that. 
And when T say “further,” I mean as soon as the selectees have 
completed sufliciont training to justify the Government for the time 
and money spent on them, all over 28 should be released. 

My. 'THomason. And that is now being done? 

General Reoxorp. No, sir; that is not now being done, 

ee ‘Tromason. Not in the case of men over 28, but hardship 
cases 

General Recxorp. The hardship cases are being released now. 
Any man who has a changed family condition subsequent to his 
induction is having that case reviewed and, in my own division, I 
have discharged a number of men. 

Mr, Suorr. General Reckord, the tribute you pay the National 
Guard is well deserved, because I do not believe anyone who is ac- 
quainted with it and its activities would question its patriotism. But 
it occurs to me if such an overwhelming majority of the men in the 
ruard are anxious to remain in service, they would volunteer. And 
1f 95 percent of your officer personnel and more than 90 percent of the 
enlisted men are so anxious to remain in service during the emer- 
gency, why is it necessary for Congress to make it compulsory ¢ 

General Reckorp. Mr. Short, you misunderstood me. I did not say 
anybody is anxious to stay in. I am the major general commanding 
the divison and I am not anxions to stay in. I would like to get home. 
But I believe it is my duty to stay in and I believe every other officer 
and man in the National Guard feels it is his duty to do so. 

-. Mr, Suorr, If they felt it their duty, they would remain, and you 
would not reject them if they wanted to remain, would you? 

General Reoxorn. I do not quite get the thought. 

. My, Sttort, Of course, when we called the men to active service, 
we told them it was to be for 1 year. Now, then, if a majority of them 
feel it is their duty to remain and they wish to remain, you would not 
refuse to take them, would you? ; 
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General Recxorn. No. But I do not think that is the way to ap- 
proach the question, I think it is too serious for that. I will say 
this, very frankly; I believe if I made a survey of the officers of the 
Twenty-ninth Division, I doubt. if half a dozen of them would go 
home, T think, out of practically a thousand officers there, we would 
not lose 10, 

Mr. Snorr, Can you tell us, General, how many National Guard 
men have been sent to insular or territorial possessions outside of the 
continental United States? 

General Reckorp, No, Mr. Short; IT do not have access to those 
figures. But I did hear the Chief of Staff make the statement. before 
the Senate committee with respect to certain troops in Alaska and 
Hawaii, I do not know anything other than that. 

Mr. Suorr. What type of division is the Twenty-ninth? 

General Recikorp. It is an infantry square division. 

Mr, Suorr, What equipment have you over at Fort Meade to train 
your division ? 

General Recxorn. We have sufficient, 

Mr. Snorr. Do you have a rifle for every man? 

General Recxorp, Oh, yes; yes, sir. We have sufficient equipment 
for training. 

Mr, Suorr. Do you have any armored equipment? 

General Reckorp. We have no armored equipment in the Infantry 
division; we do not have it in thet division. 

Mr. Suorr. Do you have sufficient rifle practice? 

General Recxorn. Yes, sir; even wp to combat practice with ball 
ammunition. We have had that. But even now we are not ready 
for battle. I stated a moment ago we are just about reaching the 
brigade phases of training. 

Mr. Srorr. Of course the first few months of training in any 
army is necessarily required to harden and toughen the men, and 
ordinary discipline, 

General Reoxorn., That is right. 

Mr. Suorr. They are not ready for combat service until they 
are broken in, 

General Recxorp. That is correct. 

Mr. Suorr. And it requires several months to do that? 

General Recxonrp. Yes, sir. At first, we went in with a certain 
number of National Guard men. Then we had all of these selectees 
superimposed upon us, and they came in brand new, so that we had 
to begin again at the bottom and carry that entire group forward. 
Now, we have just returned from the Virginia training area in 
Caroline County, known as the A. P. Hill Reservation, where we 
have carried all of the units through the regimental combat training, 
and now about to take on the brigade phases. 

Mr. Suorr. And in the interest of efficiency and esprit de corps, 
it is quite necessary that you mix many of those selectees with 
National Guard men who have had some military training and 
ser'vice ? 

General Recxorp. It is the best way to train them. - 

Mr, Snort. You have to have some experienced men to break in 
the raw rookies and recruits? _ 

General Reckorp. That is right. 
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Mr, UHarrer, Gonoral Reckord, the members or enlisted men in 
tho National Quard ave volunteors, are thoy not? 

Qenoral Recworn, Yos, sir. 

Mr, Hanren. And they take an oath of alleginnce, when thoy onlist 
in the Guard? 

Goneral Recxorv, Yes, sir, ‘ 

Mr, Hanren. Do they volunteer for a definite period? 

Goneral Rectonn, They volunteer usually for 3 years, Mr, Harter; 
but, in an emhergelicy, that period is extended for the duration of the 
emorgoney and perhaps for 6 months after the close of the emer- 

oncy. 
= M>. Harrer, And, of course, those men who enlisted camo in: at 
different times; the onlistments are dated at different times; many of 
them have not been in for 3 years, I suspect, 

General Reciorp, ‘That is correct. 

Mr. Harren, So that their torms of enlistment expire at different 
times? 

General Recworn, Yes, sir, 

Mr, Harter, Now, do the selectees that you have in your division 
pone son the same States and ‘Territory Chiat the Guardsmen come 

rom 

General Reckorp, We have been fortunate in that wo have been 
been ablo to draw practically 100 percent of our selectees from the 
area from which our units come, 

Mr, Harrer, You have told us you feel there is a very high mo- 
ralo in your division, Do you believe that morale has suffered in 
the last 2 weeks, or eri this period when there has been discus- 
sion of the continuance of the period of training? 

Goneral Rectorp. Mr. Hartor, I do not think the morale has suf- 
fered. I think there are cortain of tho older individuals who have 
discussed this matter—in fact I know that to be the case; men who 
aro 28 to 36. In fact, I know one man who is almost 86 years old. 
These men are fine, high type men, and thoy have been discussing 
this matter among themselves and how it would affect them anc 
whether the older men would be kept in indefinitely, or would be 
relegated to the Reserve and make room for younger men, But, 
so far as injury to the morale is concerned, I do not believe the 
morale has been hurt at all. 

I think there are some of those individuals who would like to be 
relieved and I believe they should be relieved; but I do not believe 
that the Congress should tie the hands of the War Department in 
order, perhaps, to release 2 few of the older men. I know General 
Marshall will work out a pen by which to relieve these older men if 
for no other reason than the Congress would not give him tiie money 
with which to maintain an army which is bigger than he needs. 

If you realize that many of these older men could be released and 
younger men who are now being drafted or have been drafted, who 
are in the training centers, could be sent to the division to fill the 
places, new men, having had the 13 weeks basic training, would fit 
right into the places made vacant by the older men who would re- 
turn to their homes. I am confident that is what General Marshall 
has in mind. 
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Mr, Warren. T think we are all satisfied General Marshall is going 
to take care of that. situation and climinate the older men, and pare 
ticularly the hardship cases, at the earliest possible moment, 

I just. want to ask you one or two more questions, Do you know 
whether any public officials in high places, or officials, have circular- 
ized your division or any of the men in it, asking that. certain propa- 
ganda information be conveyed to the President. or others? 

General Recnonn, IT know only what To have read in the papers on 
that, sir. 

Mr. Harren. Do you know whether anyone in your division has 
received communications of that kind? 

General Recxonn, TE have no personal knowledge of it. I may 
be speaking out of turn here, but I do not believe any of the men 
in the Twenty-ninth Division aro going to write letters such as you 
have beon reading about. I may be wrong; there is no way to control 
it, If a man does receive a letter from anyone in high authority, he 
might, in a weak moment, act on the suggestion; but, so far, none of 
them havo done so, 

Mr. Harren, General, has your division yet had an opportunity in 
its training to be part of what woe might call a combat team and 
have exercises in conjunction with motorized units and aircraft pro- 
tection? 

General Recxorn, Not yet, sir, 

Mr. Tarren. Do you expect to undergo such exercises 4 

General Reckonn, Yes, sir; we do, We will begin work with 
the air in Virginia in the latter part of September. Then wo go to 
the southern part of North Carolina for corps maneuvers for the 
month of October. And we remain down in that general area 
for the month of November for Army maneuvers, during which 
time all of those forces and arms will work together, 

Mr. Harter. No troops could be considered adequately trained for 
modern-day warfare unless they have had the advantage of such exer- 
cises and maneuvers, could they, General? 

General Recxorp. Positively not, today. 

Mr. Arenns. I am wondering, in connection with the present in- 
ductees and selectees that have already gone in, if it is not possible, 
with the situation that now faces us, and in view of the statement Gen- 
oral Marshall made the other day that we need only approximately 
150,000 to 200,006 more men to defend the United States, if we are not 
going to see many of those selectees retained in the Army if all this 
emergency exists 

General Reckonp, I do not think so, Mr. Arends, I think this is what 
will happen; I think in the situation which confronts us in Alaska and 
in Hawaii that the selectees may have to remain a few months longer- 
than some of the selectees in the United States; but I confidently believe. 
that all of those men will gradually, and as the War Department. can 
administratively work it out, be replaced. I say that for this reason: 
Tho Chief of Staff has stated upon a number of occasions that he 
needed only a certain number of officers and men in the Army to defend 
the Western Hemisphere. If we have that number, then, as new mer 
are coming in all the time, it stands to reason that he will then want to 
give his attention to building up the Resorve. And if you are familiar 
with the terms of the Selective Service Act, which I Enow you are, it 
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was designed specifically to build up a large Reserve. So that these 
excess men will not be the new men who como in, but they will be the 
men who had their year’s training, or maybe less in the case of the 
older group, pushed into the Reserve to make room for the new seloctees 
who come in, IT would respectfully urge the Congress not to tie the 
hands of the War Department as to how this whole problem: is to be 
administered, 

I frankly and honestly think the Congress should leave the adimin- 
istration to the War Department, Tam confident this committee has 
absolute confidence in the integrity of the present Chief of Staff, and 
I know the National Guard has such coutilhin: 

Mr. Anenns. You spoke awhile ago about morale and how. these 
National Guard and Reserve officers felt about: remaining in for an 
indefinite length of timo: What about the 60 percent of selectees who 
happen to be under your command? Do you have any iden how they 
feel about itt 

Gonoral Reckorn. Ves, sir; [do, ‘The 60 percent. are living right 
in with the National Guard, They are right in as part of the com- 
panies of the division, As I stated a moment ago, somo of (he older 
ones have beon sitting around discussing this very feature as to what. 
may happen to thom—-will they have to stay in Jonger than a year, or 
will the not? I havo stated to them, frankly, L think that the older 
men wil be released; I think the other men will bo released as the 
War Department builds up a sufficient. number of trained new men to 
take tho places, And itis not going to be hard to administer, except 
ina fow cases whore we find solectees overseas, 

Mr. Snore, General, do you think it is wise for us to increase the 
number of men in our Army until we catch up with equipment 4 
'Thore are many places where there is a woeful lack of equipment. 

General Reckorn. That. is true. 

Mr. Suort. And practically the only training those men have had 
is to march in the dust. 

General Reckorv. T would not say that; do not say thet, because that 
is not true. Back of all that marching in tho dust is training. ‘The 
point is that we do have sufficient equipment with which to train, 

Mr. Snort. I am wondering where m the world you are hiding it, 
I want. to say to you very frankly, Genoral, what you are saying here 
does not. coincide or is not. in agreement with some other generals with 
whom I have talked privately. 

General Reckorp. I did not say we had enongh for battle. 

Mr. Snort. Of course, generals can differ, the same as Members of 
Congress. 

General Recxonrp. That is true. We do have equipment for train- 
ing. I invite you to come over and visit us. 

Str. Suorr. [ think one of the most important. things this commit- 
tee could do, and that we’should do, and Iam going to ask the chuir- 
man to insist on it, is that we visit, as xacommittee, the different. arms 
and posts and see the equipment they have. 

General Reckorp. I will take this opportunity to invite you to 
come over to Meade on the 1ith and 12th of August, when I am 
going to have what-we call a division inspection, and I would be glad 
to have as many of you come over and observe as. will come. But 
the point is that we do have sufficient equipment with which to carry 
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on the training, And answering the question specifically, therefore, 
T would say that every individual who is going into the Army asa 
soldior needs certain basic training and education and we should 
have enough men (rained basically and have (hem for a period of 
time before they need the special weapons, 

Tho Criamnman, And that to release the selectees at this particular 
(ine, or at the expiration of the year, would be a tragic mistake us 
you seo itd 

General Recnonrn, TE think it is something Congress cannot do. 

Mi. Santa. General, you are fatmiline with the language of the 
Selective Service Act ¢ 

Gener Reciconn, Yes, sit. 

Mr. Savi Which provides that the selectees shall stay for 12 
months tnless Congress shall declare the national interest’ is im- 
periled¢ - 

General Reckorv, Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sarvit. Ig it your opinion the situation is sueh that the Con- 
gress should ioake such a declaration at this Gime? 

General Reckvorn, Yes, siry that is my opinion, 

Mv. Sarin. What would be the effect on your planning as an officer 
in command of the division, or the planning of the higher officers on 
duty with (hat division, if oe knew the law required GO porcent. of 
your division to be released, no matter where the division was, fay 
in the first 1 or 2 months of next year? : 

General Reokorn., [take it now that you are assuming: that the 
National Guard law would be amended and the Guard woul slay ing 

Mr. Somis, Tai morely speaking of the selectees; [assume the rest 
would stay in. 

Cieneral Reckorn, Yes, sir; then we would have completed our 
training with large units and would be back in our training camp at 
Meade, But by taking these 60 percent. away, you would totally dis- 
rupt the division wid NE spring we would iv to start all over 
again and repeat just what we have done, It would totally disrupt 
the division as a fighting organization, 

Mr. Saitic, But you do think it is possible over a period of montlis, 
sey 6 months, or starting the first of the year, as men with basic 
training come from the replacement centers, in an orderly fashion to 
replace the selectees without seriously impairing the efficiency of the 
division? 

General Reckorp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Sarita. Wherever the division may be? 

General Reckorn, Yes, sir; and the reason I say that is because the 
new men would then come through a different system. The system 
now used, is that we get all of our selectees front a reception center, 
where every one of those men has received no basic training what- 
ever, Howover, in the future our replacements will come from train- 
ing centers, ‘The men will have had 13 weeks basic training when 
they report to us, Each man will therefore quickly fit into his com- 
pany or battery. That isthe reason I say it will he easy to admin- 
istor from now on. | tive cs 

Mr. Suri. So long as you have some flexibility and are not required 
automatically to put out the men exactly on the 12 months’ date? ./ 
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Gonoral Reoxonn, That is right. And if wo put those mon out. a 
yoar from tho dato on which they came in, in my division they will be 
going out overy day for 8 months, Wo will bo losing a fow mon hore, 
a fow mon thoro, all over tho division for a 8-month poriod of timo. 

Mr, Wannese, CGonoral, T know what you say about somo of the troops 
hoing goad soldiors and having good morale fy true, because 1 spent the 
Inst weok-ond visiting two divisions in one of the air camps, T think 
thoy are making splendid soldiors, and T think the program is doing 
wonderful job, 

Somo references has been made to some shortage of 0 Mie, par- 
ticularly our antitank units, but that is oing to bo romedied within the 
noxt 60 days to some extent, T think, hat is true, is it not? 

Goneral Reckorn, Fam not ina position to answer that. question, 
However, wo do havo sufllciont antitank pra with which to train, 

Mr. Hanneas. T think that situation will bo helped greatly shortly. 

Now, I was interested in your statement, however, that 00 percont of 
these men, including the draftees, aro not concerned about this exten- 
sion of service, 

QGoneral Reeworn, T did not say that, My, Tarnesas TE did not. BY 
thoy were not concerned, I think every man is concerned about. it 
But I said 90 percont—— 

Mr, Harness. Do you anticipate any trouble with moralo, should 
this logislation bo enacted, with tho drafteos? 

Gonoral Reoworn, No, sir; I do not. anticipate any trouble with 
moralo, cither with tho draftees or the National Guard mon, I think 
if people will stop writing foolish letters and will lot us go on and 
attond to our business, and if hig nae will enact legislation that will 
givo the War Department what thoy havo asked for in these resolu- 
tions, just. stop stirring this thing up and got it out of the way and 
behind us, that tho divisions will go ahead and, in a short period of 
timo, wa will havo actual working, fighting machines, : 

Mr, Harness, Goneral, you do not mean to say that the letters that. 
may bo writton in opposition to keeping the draftees in are foolish 
letters, do you? 

Qoneral Reckorn, T think it is foolish, T think it is an absurd gitu- 
ation, when a group spreads propaganda like that at this time when 
the Nation is facing an omorgency. 

Mr, Harness, That was not what I had reference to there. 

Gonoral Recxorn. No, 

Mr, Harness, Now, it is ono thing to agreo with this program that 
the National Guard and the Resorves should bo kept in service, They 
aro somiprofossional soldiors. 

Goneral Rroxorp, Tho National Guard are what we like to call “citi- 
zen soldiers,” “civilian soldiers.” 

Mr. Harness, You aro in it as a profession, as part of tho Guard, 
and you need them around for tho training of the new men as they 
come in. 

General Rroxorn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Harness, Now, there is ono thing about this thing I cannot 
understand. We have about 600,000 draftess in the service now. 

General Reoxorp, I think that is about. right. 

Mr. Harness, We are authorized to take in about 900,009 - 
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General Reokonn, Yos, ait, 

Mv. Hauness, Tnstond of enacting a law hore to keep the draftees 
in the service beyond a year, in order to handle thease foreign poxses- 
sions, Why eannot wo enlist 800,000 new men right now--——= 

General Reoxonp, T think they are coming in now, 

My. Harness (continuing), And use them to supplant theses men in 
Hawai and Alaska without oxtonding their period of training beyond 
a yoar 

denoral Reokonn. OF course, F have had no contact with the Plan- 
ning Branch in the War Department and Edo not want to spent out 
of turn; but, just speaking as T think about your question and trying 
to anawor it, L would say there are certain additional organizations 
that have to be activated in order to make this large army workable, 
nnd thoy are not all completed yet, ‘Therefore the first men should yo 
to complete those units, 

Mr, Hanness. Right there: Let us take, for example, Hawai. Tf 
wo have draftees, National Guard men and Regular Army mon over 
there, the draftees will, at the ond of their period, unless the time is 
extended, be released and sent baele to the United States? 

General Reoxonn, Yea, sir. 

Mr. Harness, In the meantime, wo could call in these additional 
300,000 draftees and have them autiiciontly trained to take their plnees 
at the ond of the year? 

Goneral Reeworn, T know, but Todo not. think the Congressman 
has the correct picture, Let us stick to Hawaii, You have a Na- 
tional Guard unit in Hawaii, The organization is due, under the 
presont nw, to bo mustered out of service on the 15th of September. 
hat is, the officers and men, who went in from the National Guard, 
are due to go ont, The framework of that organizntion ia de- 
stroyed, leaving a lot of solecteos hanging there in the air belonging 
to nothing. 

Mr. Harness. T say Tam in favor and IT think we should keep the 
Reserves and National Guard in, 

Goneral Reckorn, I did not understand you to gay that. 

Mr. Iarness, I am questioning the advisability of keeping all of 
these trainees in beyond the period of their year, 

General Reoxorp, Here is what I think should be done in that 
ease: ‘The amondment should be enacted and the War Department, 
ns soon as they get trained mon—men trained to serve in that par- 
ticular unit—could then send those men over and release the men 
who are now serving in Hawaii. 

Mr, Hannyas. That is exactly what I had in mind. 

Goneral Reoxorp. That is right. . 

Mr. Harness. And I believe you would not need this legislation to 
keep the draftees beyond the year, 

enornl Recxorn. I do not agree. 

Mr. Harness, I say you would not need legislation, then, to extend 
the period of service of the draftees beyond a year, if you called in 
all of the draftees they could bring in now, or in the next 8 months? 

General Reckonn, FT really do not. ages with yon there. I think 
you do need it, because, as I indicated; the War Department needs 
trained men, we could not take those men out of that ‘regiment ‘in 

61280—41——-6 
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Hawaii ut the end of a year, What we should do is to give the War 
Department the opportunity to train a group of new men and send 
them over, releasing that entire group on some specifle date. 

Mr. Harness, Now, that enlls to my attention an experience that 
we had in France in the World War. You know as well as 1 do 
that while we were in the tine in France we had replacements sent 
up of men who had had 8 months’ training. 

General Reckonrp, Some of them had had less than that. 

Mr. Harness, That is right; some of them had never fired a rifle, 

General Recxonn, That. is correct, 

Mr, Harness. Wo do not want that thing ever to happen again. 

Gonoral Reckorn. You are arguing new for what L have just 
contended, 

Mv. Harness, ‘This is the point. We aro not at war now. We are 
at peace. We were at war then, and we had to do it. But we can 
bring it down so that in the next 6 months we will have 300,000 men, 
draftees, to supplant these other men when their period of training is. 
up and still have your National Guard and your Regulars and your 
Reserves as a nucleus to train theso now 300,000 men, And you are 
not yoing to disrupt your organization in Hawaii or Alaska or the 
Philippines, or anywhere else. 

Goneral Reckord. I differ with Male there, because you used the term 
“6 months.” If we had 6 months longer to carry those men in Hawaii, 
I think the problem could be solved, 

Mr. Harness. Most. of them were there in January, February, and 
March of this year, and have about 6 months yet to serve, 

General Reckorv. Yes; but you have got to train a man basically 
before he is uny good. We should not send a trained man home until 
vo have another trained man ready to take his place. 

Mr, Harness. Hero is anothor thing I cannot understand, —'This law 
was passed with the understanding—we all understood, and the War 
Department, and the Congress, and the people—that at. the end of 1 
year these men would be sent back home ag reserves. 

Genoral Reckorp, That is right, unless— 

Mr, Harness ae sing). Why, then, knowing that, did the War 
Department send draftees to Hawaii and Alaska, which brought this 
problem up; if they know now that it would disrupt the Army, cer- 
tainly they know it then. ; 

General Reoxorp. I must say that I think you are a bit inclined to 
be unjust there, because the thing to do when that regiment was sent 
to Hawaii was to send a regiment to Hawaii. They had to send a 
regiment that was available, and they had to fill it to strength. And 
the only way to fill it to strength was to fill it with selectees. 

Mr, Suorr. Iam amazed to find out that they have sent selectees 
and draftees to Hawaii and Alaska when they never had any military 
training. wt 

The Cie Is there anything further, Mr. Harness, 

Mr, Harness. Just one more question. The General says that he 
thinks—and I have a great deal of respect for his opinion—you say 
that you think this Congress should declare a national emergency now 
that would give power and authority to the Chief Executive to keep 
these men in service. ~ : cata 
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General Reckorp, I did not say that this morning. T have said it, 
and since you give me the opportunity to say it, I will repeat it. Ido 
think that. Tthink the best way to solve this problem is to solve it, 
and if I were sitting where you gentlemen are, frankly and honestly 
aftor very serious consideration on my part, I say that T would vote, if 
T had the right to vote, a national emergency and give the President 
the right to act. 

Mr. Harness, If we are going to keep the draftees in beyond the 
your, T think that is the only honorable way to do it. 

General Recxonn, That is what I think you should do, 

Mr, [Lanness, We promised them that unless the national security 
was endangered or in peril they would be released at the end of a year. 
I think every man in the Army would be pleased to stay if he thought 
that this country’s security was in peril, 

General Reckcrn, Congressman, maybe that is where Tam not quite 
in step with you, because Ido not know how you feel, but [honestly 
feel the security of the Nation is in peril, and for that reason I thin 
that we should declare a nutional emergency. 

Mr. Harness, I think so, too, if we think it, if we believe it, if the 
facts warrant it, that is the only solution; that is the only honorable 
way to keep thess men inthe service, And I think they would be glad 
to stay. But for my part Iam not yet convinced that the situation 
is go grave that we should declare a national emergency 

The Cramaan, Mr. Merritt, have you any questions? 

Mr, Mennirr. I was very happy, General, to hear your frank and 
candid statement, and T think the committee will benefit a whole lot 
by it. L have been very much interested in compulsory military train- 
ing, as you know, since I first came to Conyress, And I hope and 
trust. we will always have compulsory military training in this country. 
Bat Tam concerned about the ages. Twas wondering whether or not 
you had any opinion as to the maxinium age we should have for 
compulsory military training. 

‘Goneral Recronrp. I think the action that the Congress has taken, 
reducing it to 28, should be very satisfactory. 

Mr. Menwir. You think the lower age could be worked out to be 
just as well, having the future in mind? 

General Reckorp. Personally, I do, 

My, Menrnirr, I do, too. 

General Reckorp. That is another question, but since you ask it, 
I think we could take the men at a much younger period, with just as 
much profit. 

Mr. Meanitr. I am glad to hear your opinion on that, General. 

General Recxonp. Some of the best soldiers we had in the World 
War were boys only 18 years of age. 

Mr. Merniit. That is right. 

The Cuamman. Mr, Clason—— 

Mr. Chason.--Do ‘you not think it would be fair to pass legislation 
that would allow every man over 28 years of age that is in the Army 
now, who is a selectee, to return home? ; o 

General Recxorn. £ would say that it would not ‘be unfair, but I 
believe x better way to handle it would be to make the law broad and 
to rely upon the War Department to do that very thing. 
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Mr, Crason, Why do that? ‘Phere mon are there, ‘Phey are 28 
yoars of age. They are not going to take any more men who are over 
hat age. You aay, yourself, Chat younger men ave preferable, Tow 
in It potng to injure the Army if, when these men become 28, they are 
allowed to return home; eapectally in view of the fact Chat it ts possible 
to bring othor men tito take thely places? 

Qeneral Reecord, Edo not think dt will infuse dhe Army, but Tam 
not fea position to talk epeciflenlly about any unit exeept my own, 

Me Chason, You do not believe, based upon your knowledye of 
conditions in your particular command (hat i would have a bad alteet 
upon the Anny? 

Qoneral Reewonn, Fedo not think it woulds no, aie. Bat Tdo not 
believe that that is the way to do it, 

Mv, Crason, At any rate, you wold not think: i would have a bad 
offect In any way t 

Conoral Reesor, As far ug dT know, it would not, Bat tf do 
not have ¢he broad pleture that the War Department. has, 

Mr Sateen, Will the gentleman ylotdt 

May, Crason, Yos, 

Mi Savin Tf there are over 200,000 men above the age of 28 
in the Army, tho mandatory discharge of those men might disrupt 
many unite, is Chat correct? 

QonoralReckon, Tf thors is any number that will approximate 
200,000 that would disvupt the Army very materially. 

Mr. Chason, On the other hand, there is nowhere near 200,000 
over the age of 28 out of the 600,000 draftees that. wore brought in. 

Gonoral Reexorn, Udo not think #0, but I do not know, 

Mv, Chagon, As a matter of fact, it would not be 50,000, 

Mi. Satvrtn, Will tho gontloman yield? 

Mr, Chason, Yes, 

Mr. Saver Tho evidence was that there were 120,000 among the 
600,000 draftees, involuntarily inducted, over 28 years of ago, 

General: Reexonn, | really think, Mr. Congressman, the thing 
to do is to leave that. administrative feature to the War Department. 

Mr. Chason, Supposo that they decided that they do not want 
them to go out ant the Congress felt that it was unfair to theso 
boys to keep them in if they am over 28 years of agot I received 
letters from two of them today asking that thoy bo returned home. 
Why should not. tho Congress decide what the situation is inasmuch 
ng they represent the country? 

General Reckorn. Congress does represent tho country, Mr, Con- 
rressimar, but certainly the Chief of Staff has the responsibility of 
defending the country, and I think you ought to give him that much 
ielp, 

Bie Cuataman, A free hand. 

General Recxorp. Yes, sir. I would not want any one to come 
in and try to toll mo what I should do administratively in the conduct 
of the Twenty-ninth Division. I believe ae can rely upon General 
Marshall to do just what you have outlined. ; 

Mr. Cuason. How me would you say it would take to prepare 
a man properly, before he should be sent to an outlying possession 
like Hawaii? 


REMOVE RESTIHICTIONK ON NATIONAL DEFENHH 81 


Conoral Reowow. Well, FE think (hat in an emergency, wo might 
Kond men who hid no training whatever, expecting to give them 
training upon arrival, Answering your question specifically, 1 
believe 6 tonthy’ training would bo the miuinun, 

Mv. Cranon. On that basis thon, General, if a man ought to be 
trained O jynonths in continental United States, in camps such as 
YOUrE——= 

Genoral Recon (iterposing). Pardon me, L didi uot say that. 
I dlid vot say ho had to be évained in continental United States. Ho 
can be teained in Hawait as well as ia eoutinental United States, if 
you have the 6 months, ; 

I should not be hore defending the action of the War Departinent, 
L think they should defend their own action. But this is what I 
beliove happened. 1 think there was a necessity to have a regiment 
out there ina hurry; at least, the War Departinent thought so. 
They filled Che regiment to war strength and sent it out there figar- 
ing that they would have time to do that (raining, and they were 
correct, beenuse Chey have had the 6 months, 

Mr. Crason. Thore is no reason then why those inductees should 
vot be sent home if at the present Cine it is possible to bring others 
into fll up their positions, 

Genoral Recwoun, But L thaik we are circunsertbing our thought 
now and dealing in terms of one unit only, What we must deal 
with in this legislation is the broader picture, 

Mr. Cuason, You are always going to be faced with the picture, 
Somebody lias got to stop oub of a regiment and somebody else has 
got to slep in. 

General: Recxorv. When wo get to total strength—and that can 
always bo controlled by funds through the Appropriations Commit- 
teo; and therefore ny honest opinion hore is that this legislation 
should be broad, ‘The control would always rest with the Appropria- 
tions Committee, And if General Marshall or the Secretary of 
War asked for another million mon, Congress could refuse to giva 
them a million men by failing to appropriate for them. 

Mr, Crason. Just to follow this reasoning ont, though, you have 
at the present time 600,000 inductees in service, roughly? 

QGoneral Recxorp, I think that is the number. 

Mr, Crason, And it is possible to bring in 800,000 more. These 
young men come into conters and they get their basic training in 
about how many weeks? 

General Reckonn, Thirteen weeks, 

Mr, Cuason. At the training center—basic training ? 

General Reckorn. They do now; yes, sir. 

Mr, Crason. What about the reception centers? 

General Recxorp. The reception center is a different set-up. The 
reception center takes the men from the different boards in the 
States and sends the men to tho training center. There are many 
training centers throughout the country, different arms, branches, 
that train them for 13 weeks. Then a division commander requests 
the number of men that he needs, infantry, artillery, and so forth, 
that request goes to the training center and it is filled by men who 
have had 13 weeks training. 
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Mr. Crason. 300,000 of these inductees can be brought in from 
Now on, , 

General Reckorn. Tdo not know the exret number, 

Mr. Craton. ‘The Army is inv position to do it, and they have 
from now until next January to give them the 6 months’ training 
that is necessary, taking them in in inerements monthly suflicient to 
repines those that will be going out monthly in the future. 

foneral Reciorn, ‘That is being done. 

Mr. Crason, ‘That is the program you outlined, anyhow. 

General Reckorn, Toxcept far this. If you take the men in and 
out on the basis of the day that each man is inducted, it is very 
similar to the old plan of recruiting a National Guard company. 
The companies were never properly trained, because every Monday 
night some new recruit could come in, ‘The company, therefore, al- 
ways had a lot of poorly trained men in it. 

In the same way, these men would go out a year from the day 
they came in and you would have units all over the country disrupted 
all the time, instead of a situation which would be brought about if 
you had broader legislation, where you could keep some men maybe 
13 months, some mrybe 14 months, instead of 12 months. But they 
would be released in groups at the end of certain training periods. 

Mr. Crason, ‘That would not take more than 1 or 2 months ad- 
ditional in all fairness to these individuals. 

General Recxorn, IT think 38 months, probably at the outside, 

Mr, Crason. Then if the legislation provided that the men should 
limit their service to 12 months, but that in the discretion of the 
Chief of Staff or the President, or anybody else, if it were deemed 
advisablo that any individual or group should remain in for a period 
not exceeding 8 months longer, that might be done, that would cover 
the difficulty, would it. not? ; 

General Reckorn, T would have to know the whole picture before 
T could say ves, But some such arrangement as that is what T 
believe the Chief of Staff has in his mind. 

Mr. Crason. If that is so, then there is no reason why the public 
should not. have the true picture and all doubt could be erased, and 
we could have legislation basing it on either 8 months or, if the 
General Staff say so, 4 months longer. 

General Recxorn. That. would not be my approach to it. IT would 
make the legislation broad. 

Mr. Crason. Yes; but it would take care of the situation as you 
see it——- 

General Recxorp. I cannot. say that unless I know the whole 
picture. 

Mr. Crason. So far as you know the picture? 

General Recxorn. So far as I know the picture, some such nd- 
ministrative arrangement as that could be worked out. 

Mr. Crason. Then do I understand that at Camp Mead you have 
all the weanons necessary for proper training? 

General Reckorp. For proper training; yes, sir. 

Mr. Crason. Is every infantryman armed with a Garand rifle? 

General Recrorp. No, sir. : 

Mr. Crason. What percentage? 

General Recxorp. What percentage? 
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Mr, Cuason. Yes.. 

General Recnonn, Probably 380 percent, 385 percent. 

Mr. Crason, And the others havo suitable rifles? 

General RecKorn, The others have the erential 

Mr. Crason, Now, with regard to antinireraft guns, do you people 
have any there? : ; 

General Recxonn, No, sir; we do not have antiaireraft in’ the 
infantry division. 

Mr. Crason. How about antitank guns? Do you have any of 
those? 

General Reckorp. We have some; yes, sir. 

Mr. Crason. Do you have sufficient for training purposes? 

General Reckonn. Sufficient for training; yes, 

Mr, Crason, But. not. sufficient—— 

Goneral Reoworv, Not full equipment, ; 

Mr. Crason. In other words, you are not sufficiently supplied at 
the present time to carry on the training as you would like to carry 
it on. 

Genoral Recnorn. I do not say that, Mr. Congressman, I said 
we had sufficient, 

The Cnamman. Just a moment, General. Mr. Clason, we have 
Genoral Devers waiting to be heard—~— 

Mr, Crason. T cannot help it. I have got to ask these questions 
in my own way. LT have had only 10 minutes, 

The Cuamuman. If you want me to rule that all of the testimony 
you are bringing out. is incompetent, I can do that. 

Mr. Crason. Go ahead, rule any way you want, 

The Cuamman. But, I do not want to do that. 

Mr. Crason. Go ahead and rule. You made a lot of remarks 
here containing personal opinions which certainly are not in line, 

The Cruaiman. The question we have before us is not whether 
the Army is equipped. 

Mr. Crason. Yes, it is, too. If they are not properly equipped, 
not. sufficiently equipped to train these men, then I do not think we 
ought to bring them in at the present time. 

Tho Cuainsan. I am just trying to confine this testimony to the 
particular issue that is before the committee, . 

Mr. Cxiason. I have got to go along as I seo the situation, and 
if you want to rule my questions out of order, you may do so. 

The Cuamman. I do not want to rule that way, but I should like 
to get ahend as fast as we can. 

Mr. Crason. I do not. care if you rule my questions out; go ahead. 

General Recxorv. I did not mean to create’ any misunderstanding, 
Mr. Chairman, but I do not want to be misquoted. 

‘The Cnairman. You have a right not to be misquoted. 

General Reoxorp. I said we had sufficient equipment with which 
to train, and I think you used a little different statement when you 
put that question to me, 

Mr. Cusson. Do you not feel that in order to train the men in 
your command properly you would be better off if you had more 
equipment? —. 

General Reckorp. Why, everybody knows that is the case; yes, sir. 

Mr. Crason. In other words, you are not sufficiently supplied 
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with equipment at this time to carry on the training as well as it 
could be carried out if you were properly or fully supplied. , 

General Reoxorp. I will not say yes to that question, ag our train- 
ing is progressing satisfactorily. 

The CHamman, Just a moment, General. Is it the gentleman’s 
idea that’ wa ought to withdraw 100,000 troops or 5,000 troops from 
a regiment in order to do less training because we have not got 
sufficient equipment ? 

Mr, Crason. No; but it is my idea that if you wait until we get 
enough equipment, you are going to keep some of these boys in for 
a long, long time. That is my opinion and that is why I asked the 
question. he 

The Cnairman. I think the issue here is simply this, regardless 
of the equipment. Should the Congress declare that there is such an 
emergency existing as to require these selectees to ba kept in service 
and rely on the productive capacity of the Army and the Government 
to furnish them the equipment. 

Mr. Cuason. I think a better way to determine that is the ques- 
tion whether or not the Army is in a position to take care of all of 
these trainees properly at the present time. I think that is the 
important factor. 

The Cuairman. All that I have in mind is to expedite the hearings. 

Mr. Cuason. If the selectees of their own accord were given the 
opportunity to leave the Army at the end of the year, if they saw 
fit to do so, what percentage of the selectees would you say would 
leave, and what percentage would remain? 

General Reckorp. That is too difficult for me. I think many of 
them would never have been in the Army if they had considered only 
iba om desires. I would not have any way of making an estimate 
on that. 

Mr. Crason. If the opportunity were given to these men to volun- 
teer for 3 years’ service, or for 1 year’s service in the Regular Army, 
at, the end of their 12 months’ period, based upon your knowledge 
of these men and your experience with them, what percentage of 
them would you say would remain? 

. General Reoxorp. I think that is an unfair question. I could take 
any pre No one could contradict me. And yet I might be 
far, far off, ; 

Mr. Cuason. I would only ask for your honest opinion. 

General Recxorp. I really do not have an opinion on it. But J 
will say frankly that I do not think that is the way the question 
should be approached. -I think we are facing an emergency and the 
Congress has got to act: 

Mr. Cuason. You say that it is facing an emergency. Do you 
‘think the emergency facing the United States at the present time 
is worse than it was September 16, 1940? 

; . General Recxorp: I do. 

Mr. Cuason. Will you state the reasons for that opinion? 

‘General Recxorn. Well, I think the whole world practically, is 
aflame. And here we sit with evérything that everybody else would 
like to have, with a higher standard of fiving than any other coun- 
try in the world, and if we want to continue ‘to live as—to use an 
pon . : . ; ; 5 ’ 
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expression that we see in the papers and everywhere else—to live 
‘in the American way, we have got to protect it. And I think we 
have got to prepare to protect them; that is my only thought. 

And the only reason I am in the Army is because I have played 
soldier all these years, and now when the emergency confronts us 
I could not back away, just because I would rather be home. 

Mr, Cuason. I appreciate your position, and: I respect your 
opinion. But I would like to know if you have in your own mind 
any thought of any specific eventualities which are likely to occur 
in the next year which you feel places the national interest of the 
United States in graver peril than it’ was on September 16, 1940. 

General Recxorp. I folt it was in peril then, and I stood here be- 
fore this committee and respectfully urged the committee to make 
it possible to hold the National Guard more than a year if it became 
necessary. And I am repeating today orily what I said a year ago. 

Mr, Crason. That does not answer my question. Yon were asked 
* point blank, do you think the national interest is in peril and your 
answer was yes. You have an opinion on the subject, and I am asking 
what your reasons are. You are giving general reasons, 

General Recxorp. I do not evade the question. I do not know 
that I am qualified to answer specifically to your satisfaction, but I 
can answer the question in my own mind, to my satisfaction. 

Mr, Ciason. You have dn opinion, and I am asking you to state 
the basis of your opinion. : 

General Recxorp, My opioion is, with Europe and Asia—I cer- 
tainly can include Asia now, when we see what Japan did only yes- 
terday—with Europe and Asia in flames, America and America’s 
interests are in much greater peril now than they were a year ago. 

The Caran. And. with open revolution in Ecuador and in 
Argentine, and Peru. 

eneral Reckorp. I do not know how a thinking individual can 
feel otherwise. 

Mr. Cuason. You do not know of a single eventuality that would 
occur in the next 12 months which forms the basis for your opinion? 

General Recxorp. It may occur in the next 80 days. 

Mr. Cuason. What eventuality have you in mind that might occur 
in the next 12 months. so co 

General Reckorp. I do not care to answer that specific question. 

Mr. Crason. That is all. 

Mr. Brooxs. I want to say to General Reckord that I have listened 
to everything that has been said here, and I have pretty well made 
up my mind on the facts. But I wanted to ask you this. These men 
were taken in with the thought of training them in 12 months. I 
think you said that you thought 12 months was an adequate period 
of training, ‘ obo se 

General Recxorp. No, sir; Ido not say that. ° 

Mr. Brooxs. What is your belief? Do you think it should be 
longer than 12 months or less than 12 months in order to train them 
properly. - re en 

‘General Recxorp. I: think’ you can dd a pretty good job in 12 
months, Mr. Congressman. But we must learn to cope with certain 
difficulties. We must learn how ‘to cooperate. with the armored 
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forces and with the air,.and work as a team with all of the different 
‘arms and branches, For that I should any 18 months probably would 
be the. Pe ain 

.Mr. Brooxs. You think it. should be 18 months; in other words, 
that would represent the additional. period 

General .Recxorp. I think go; 

Mr. Brooxs. That being the case, is it your thought that. if. we 
extend the time in which the. selectees should be kept in er vieey) it 
should. be extended with tho idea of further training them? 

; General Recxorp. Further training and. service. : 

Mr. Brooxs. That is the point that I.am getting.at. Do you think 
we should do it under.a resolution which says the national interest is 
imperiled, which would not be perhaps for the purpose of training, 
but for the’ purpose of service? |. | 

‘General KoRD. Mr. Brooks, I do not know whether. you were’ 
hore when I.made the statement-—— . 

r. Brooks, I have been. here all along.: Fo 

General Recxorp, 1: think a correct a proach to the olution ‘of 
this problem is for the . Congress to declare a national emergency. 
That is my honest. opinion. 

Mr. tan ‘In spite of me fact that you think they need further 
trnining 

‘General Rroxorp. Yes; sir. If you go. back to the Selective Service 
Act, the term training and service is used in that. act. - It’ was 
designed : ‘by op oes Pal -when they passed that.act, in my opinion—it 
was certninly designed. by those:who prepared the bill and Congress 
passed it—that they be prepared to train and if necessary to.serve. 

Mr,, Brooxs. The thought was then that if you had trained: them 
in less, than. 12 months, t this balance of the time would be -in service. 

General Reckorp. I do not believe that was the thought. I think 
the thought: behind it was that something might: happen during. the 
12 months penioy and py w a Haven in adc ition to being trained, 
to serve, ; oy 
+» Mr. BRooxe.. Suppose this. emorgenoy: lasts, \ we will say, for 8 bi 10 
years. Do you think the futture trainee, selectea, pkougne 2 me the 
service for_12. months, would be adequate? .— ee 

General Reckorp. I think 80; yes, sir. 

‘Mr. Brooks, And therefore your fundamental idea at. the. peeent 
time is that the  CMERBENGY not the training, makes it ee, to 

keep these man in ee 
‘ "Ganeral Reroxorp. I agree with that thought absolutely. . I ‘think 
the. situation confronting the country warrants the Congress i in per: 
mitting.the War Department .to continue these trainees in service. 

Mr. Brooxs. And that -would. mete according to your idea, 
as a means of working it out, refer to the resolution declaring the 
country in peril, rather: than any. ae of-.a bill which -would -extend 
the, time for ron ike urposes,.f io. a aT 

eneral; Reokorp. ‘That is ri ht, : 
Mr, Brooks, There is one other point I want to ask you abou 

J have..often . wondered about: this... These. men ,are- in service a8 
geleqtees:for 1 ‘year. currently,.;;Have any of those men been. gryen an 
ppportunity ito‘be transferred to:a 8-year basis? fifi iti 
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* General Recxonp. Yes, sir. «- 

Mr. Brooxs. Or would it- be practical is ees ‘that if saeaih 
men warited to transfer to a ‘8-year basis they would be in.a position 
to-be sent out to the insular possessions, whereas.those who were on 
a 12-month basis might not bo in that position. . 

Genoral Recxorp. That is correct. .. They have that privilege and 
some have already accepted, — 

Mr, Brooks. Could you say about how. many havo accepted ? 

General Recxorp. In my own division, we released, or discharged, 
about 450 men, many of whom wore selectees. I do not know. the 
_percentage exactly. It. is probably 60 percent. And they have 
enlisted in the Air Corps. . 

7 Brooxs. Do you discharge them: before the 12-month period 
is up 

Genoral Reoxonp. Yes, sir 3: we. dlisdliatge them for the pur pore of 
enlisting in the Regular Army. 

Mr. Brooxs. And then they become 8-year, voluntegra,’ 

General Recxorn, They become eyenr volunteers. And that goes 
on_all the time. 

Mr, Manrin. General Recs ou testified ‘here that you would 
like to h..ra us declarg, pHs dita testified ere th Would you 
have any objectiogxf0' our ae ithe of power to. specific 
powers pertainigf to the management of the forces? 
General Rgfkorp. Will you restate your quest ; Mr. Congress- 
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The Crainman, General Devers, will you tell us something about 
your rank, where you are stationed, and make such statement as you 
wish with respect to the resolution that is bofore the committee, as 
to what you think ought to be done, and why? 

General Devers, 1 am Maj. Gen. Jacob L. Devers, Mr. Chairman 
and gentlemen. I command the Ninth Triangular Division of the 
United States Army, stationed at Fort Bragg, N.C. 

That division was organized almost 1 year ago, on August 1 of lust 
year. It was the last of the nine triangular divisions to get started, 

It was low on priorities, in equipment, men, and evorything. It 
pot away to a slow start. Building had not. started at. Fort. Bragg. 
They only had about 10,000 troops there at the time that I was sent 
to the division and the post of Fort. Bragg—November 4. 

When I arrived there, I could not. get to the post. The roads were 
- jammed. In fact, there were practically no roads, ‘There were 18,000 
workmen and they were getting off to a start which was not as fast 
as the War Department expected, 

We got roads in there within the next 10 or 15 days, stepped the 
construction work up to 30,000 workmen, and built that post so that 
today we can take cara of 70,000 soldiers at Fort Bragg, if we want 
to. We actually have 55,000 and will have 65,000 as soon as the 
present selectees come in. 

Wo have every arm of the service there except tanks. We are well 
but not fully equipped, and I speak not only of my division but of the 
whole post. 

I am here primarily to tell this committee the effect of letting the 
selectees go after 1 year. 

Tho CHamman. That is right. 

General Devers. When I arrived at Fort Bragg, the Ninth Division 
was in camp. It had 6,000 3-year men. That we stepped up to 8,000 
by December. Then we began to sond out cadres until we got back 
again to 6,000. In February, we received 4,000 selectees. In the 
next 2 months we received 2,000 more. 

At this particular time, 79 percent of my officers are what you 
gentlemen call Reserve officers. I call them officers of less experience 
than the others, because we are all one army at Fort Bragg. We have 
no divisions down there. We have National Guard troops, but, as 
far as I am concerned, they are all the same. We have selectees in all 
of the units in my division, 

And that is one thing that I am equipped to talk about more than 
anything else—my division. My division has 79 percent officers of 
less experience than the others. In other words, they have come in 
during the past year. 

T have exactly 50 percent 8-year men and 50 percent selectees. Now 
I want to correct one thing. We have an induction center, a reception 
- center, and a replacement training center at Fort Bragg. We have 
everything. 

Our training at the replacement center is not 6 months. I want to 
correct that statement. It is 18 weeks, The basic training is 18 
weeks. I am sure that is understood. 
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During all this period, before these replacement centers got going, 
we wore going through the 138 weeks’ training within the units them- 
selves and we were getting smallpox and chicken a and every other 
kind of pox. At the end of 4 weeks we still had 13 weeks’ training 
to go through. However, we finally set a date and that was our 138 
weeks’ basic training. a 

I am just giving you this because these are some of the administra- 
tive difliculties that we are up against. ‘Therefore, we do not like to 
have a lot of rules and regulations, and laws, tied to us so that we 
cannot operate. We would like to be free so that we can go forward 
and do the job. 

Some of the men did not get 13 weeks’ training. They were out 
for 10 or 12 days in a hospital and we had to pick them up later, and 
complete their training. 

That brings me up to January, when we received the selectees. We 
carried through their training and worked them into the division, 
and after the 18 weeks were up, we had 14,000. I managed to get 
an extra thousand as an overstrength, because we had the buildings 
and [ pushed and pulled to get more men, because I knew I was losing 
about 200 men « month out of my division; emergency cases, cases of 
men having to meet. emergencies at home, or who had gotten in there 
through some mistake, because when they got there, they had some- 
thing wrong with them and we had to send them back, 

All this time we were building what we called training aids such 
as known-distance target ees combat ranges, artillery ranges, 
moving target ranges, and so forth. 

That takes time. We had to get our buildings up and our roads in, 

Now, at the end of this 13 weeks of training—that would be 
February, March, and April—we started what 1 call my team play. 
This individual training, this training that they get during the base 
training period, has to do with men sere) care of themselves as 
individuals; getting over the environment of their homes; living in 
one big room and being thrown in with a lot of other men; learnin 
how to handle a gas mask; learning how to handle their hands an 
feet. You would be surprised how long it takes to train men, to 
harden them. A farmer boy can do it, but the city boy has a 
hard time with some of those things. On the other hand, the city 
boy has the advantage over the farmer boy because sometimes he 
thinks a little differently and maybe meets people easier and adjusts 
himself more quickly. 

When we got into our team play, this man has to adjust himself 
within the organization. I am talking now about the squad. He 
has to know John on his right and George on his left. He has got 
to realize that those two are his buddies. Some officer called it 
the buddy system. . 

In any case, he must know that he cannot fall out of there, because 
he has sore feet, or a scratch over his eye which hurts him, or he has 
a pain in here [indicating the old stomach], because if he does, John 
and George are going to lose their lives, And that is the training. 
We have got to get across the idea of teain play. 

. Now, I get the squad going and then I have got to go to the com- 
pany. And in the company that means that each squad must do 
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the same with the squads on thely right and with the squads on 
thor left. ‘They must know the sergeant herve and they must know 
tho sorgeant. there, and the company nist know the company on 
their vight and the company on thoir left, 

All of this takes timo, gentlemen, Tam trying to give you the 
picture, because this takes you on from the 8 months and gives you 
your 6 months’ training, that T think General Reckord was talking 
about. ‘That is just gotting his teams together. And still he las 
not gotten to his combat teams, 

The next. stop is to take the regiment, with its supporting arma, 
Some of you spoke about alr We are getting planes, We have 
an observation squadron at Mort Bragg, but we only have 12 planes 
in it. It is an Ohio outfit, from Cleveland, a splendid outfit, well 
commanded and very willing: 

Wo got as many of those planes out over us as we ean. | My com- 
plaint has been that we will do better when we pret more plano over 
us, and Goneral Arnold is pushing that. He told me just today 
what he was going to do for me, when T yet to the armored force, 

We are getting termwork in my division. We can operate with 
motors in the fleld as a combat team, if vou want to call it: that, 
T have got to weld these combut teams into the division team, because 
wo have threo regiments, two regiments generally in the line and 
one in reserve, with the artillery back there, too, And that: takes 
term play of the highest order, You have got to know these fellows. 
You havo, got to be able to call them by their first name. We are 
not quite ns formal in the Army ax you may think, 

We have prot. to know that fellow and we have got to have confidence 
in him. We do not want. to give hima lot of rules and regulations 
to go on, but we want to be able to say to him “Plan A, oporate;” 
that is all that is necessary, and he knows what to do. But aim order 
to do that, ho must. know mo, and T must know him. And he must 
know that 1 am not going to be picayunish about. the little things, 
just. so he gets results. ‘That is all that T demand—results, How to 
get thom Ido not care, as long as he does it, and it does not cost too 
much life and just: so that it is done properly. 

Now, to carry on: My division is ready to go. I just came from 
the field, and Trecoived this radiogram while I was talking to Con- 
gressman Fish, at my command post which was in the field about. 80 
miles west. of our home station at Fort Bragg. Wo had been fight- 
ing, too, for the last three nights with what the soldiers and I call 
the brass hats. I suppose the soldiers call me that, too. But we are 
all trying to do our best. Tho men are fighting. 

The selectees are wonderful. Thoy were wet. and muddy, they had 
gone through the grass in the morning. ‘They have a riffe. Each 
one of them has a rifle. Wo are getting a lot. of these M~1 rifles, which 
is the new rifle. They have been coming in in the past. 2 weeks, Wo 
have pretty nearly all of them that we need. 

I have not gotten the 105 howitzers, but I have the 75 gun. _T have 
my 155 howitzers. I have all of my 60 mm. guns. I am short on 
the 81mm. Each day we get a few more. 

I have gotten practically all of my trucks, and my radios are 
flowing in very fast, ; : 
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Now, the solectec is fine, Hoe knows what ho ia doing, He is fittin 
into this team, And with one or two more of these maneuvers, which 
will take us the rest of this month and part of August, T would say 
that the division had gotten its team togethor, But we tre just 
starting, We have got a corps of three divisions with all of the classer 
of antilleiy that go behind it, And at the end of December, when 
they have been through the corps maneuvers, and the Army manauvers, 
wo ought to be trained, December comes along, and the Christmas 
holidays, Then we are back in January and we will have to discharge 
tics selectees, "That brings me up to my story of what is going to 
appen, 

pein say frankly, than when T have to discharge those selectecs, 
after I have this iii. lane football team together, that can liek 
any team that any enemy puts against uy—then To have to discharge 
them,and Phave nothing. Fifty percent are gone and Thave no team, 
L have no reserve to throw in there, Somebody says “You are going 
to have them in these replacement centers.” But that. is only the 
basic (raining again, and Thave got to get. teamplay. All over again, 
they have got to learn to know John and George and work: all the 
way up to what T have deseribed. We have got to depend on these 
individuals This is not the kind of war that we had in the last 
war at all, 

I have more trouble with these truckdrivers, getting them to keep 
their speed and keep their proper distances correct, go that they do 
not jam. They are afraid bint they will get lost, They have got to 
think for themselves, We have got to develop some thinking on the 
part of the individual, 

I simply say, gentlemen, if you ask me, that in the next 6 months T 
an sunk if some powerful enemy is going to strike and we are not 
weparing for any second-rate nation, We are preparing for the 
es in the world, one that has already defeated other nations who 
were too Jato, and they are going to keep on doing it, beeause they are 
keyed up to it. 

Ve owe to the selecteo, leadership. T think he is going to get it, 
Our officers that came in, m January, looked hopeless, “But they have 
developed and we have built confidence into them, They have got to 
have confidence in themselves. 

Wo ave getting the weapons. T think this country can outdo any 
nation in the world, and we are going to do it. T might not be fully 
equipped, 100 percent at this time, but we are getting these weapons, 
and by the end of December, we are going to ‘have them. 

But. on top of all of this, we need this terumplay that T have talked 
about, and we are getting that, too. 

You are going to ask me, how long would you keep these men jn 
and you are going to ask me about their ages. General Marshall 
auswered those questions. Iam for having young men. But I be- 
lieve in doing something to cut the red tape. I do not believe in 
giving a man—whether he is running a corporation or an army, or 
whatever kind of a job he is given—I do not believe in giving a man 
that job and tying him down with a lot of red tape. 

T have been cutting it in the War Department and they have giver 
me that reputation, But I do it, and I get results. Then I go 
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and toll Che man above, and Chere da not much that he can may. Bue 

fall, ov use poor Judgment, £ will go by tho wayside Butt 
wonldl frst as Koon go Cine way, because at lone Pahl Kew chat e 
have done my best. 

Gondlomon, vou have gat to keep chit Comm Cogethor You ean: 
not tala ‘ football Coram and uit! ont sour key mon, You ennnot 
do it, gont myer sind win your top gant, You might one or tye of 
these “bronthors” that they talk acnit, hut you are hot golig to 
win that big game, And that ta what wo ave pliying for. We do 
hot want to fake any chances when wo yet to the bly grime, 

The Cratnaran. Tioother words, 1 you daorganive vour team, tho 
other follow will get the ball, 

Qoneral Devens, ‘Che other follow will get dhe balk Ele will tate 
it away from you. LU know, beeanoe Dam an Army manand & have 
been in this athtetio game, LE have been teyhag (a bot Notre Dame 
fow 10 years on apivit alone, beeauso Choy prepared away ahead of us 

My. Thanneas, And TE xhould Uke to avy that you are never poling 
todo it, cither, 

General Devews. You would be surprised. Wo can come awfully 
close just on spitit, Bat Edo nat think we ought to tale dint chance 
in war, with human life at stake, 

T boliove that ia my atory, Me. Chairman, 

The Cuamanin, That isa mighty fine story, General, 

What do you think about the idea of what it would do to your 
organization, if you Cook these men out right now?) What tind of 
a predicament would you be in bet woen now and next April 

Yonoral Devers, T would not have any team. T would lose all ny 
hig Dattlos, ‘That is what Tosaid, TP have got to keop thoge mon 
duving this poviod, 

The Cuateanan, Ape thei any questions, gontloment 

Mr, Kitpay, You made a statement a moment ago, General, (hat T 
saw tho newspaper boys pay some attention to, and FE think: you 
might want to explain it. You said something about 6 months from 
now when you wer going to meet that big enemy. You were not 
referring to any ono specifleally and you did not mean to have these 
boys publish it in that way. ; 

Qoneral Devers, T know nothing about any war, gentlomen, any- 
wher Lam just. trying to get ready, and FP think i will bo ready at. 
the end of December, But T have got to stay ready. Fennnot. throw 
that all away, if an emergency exists. I have no inside information 
and do not ask mo any questions about it, beeause T do not. have any of 
that information, 

Mr. Kiroay, T just wanted to give yeu a chance to get that story 
straight. 

General Devers, ‘Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Kunpay. You have atriangular division, What) is your 
strength? 

General Devsrs, Fourteen thousand five hundred. 

Mr. Kitoay. As compared with the square division strength of 
how muchf 

General Devers. About 18,000. ; 

Mr. Kirpay. What is your artillery complement on your stream- 
lined division f 
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(enorval Deve, To the streamlined division, wo hive threes bat- 
(atlonsd, of 105 mm. howltzers--one for cach lafantry enyimont, 

Mr. Kianay. You do not have the 106% naw, 

Qoneral Devens, No, wo have 7h'n now, We alno have J battalion 
of 166 howltzorn, 

Mr. Kampay, Do you hove any 7's at all? 

Qonoral Deven, You, wo havey wo have antitank Th, 

Mer. Kinpay. But your 7b's will bo all autitant? 

Conor! Devew, That ln correct, 

Me. Kinnay. Do you have that equipment nowt 

Conor) Devens, We have Just four antitnuk guna at proant, But 
they are combi off the Tne, Tons informed, 

Mr. Kinay, They are modernized 

Cone! Devens, Modernized 7's for antitank work, 

Mi, Kitnay, An to your 106s, you do not have any? 

General Devens. Wo have nota single one, 

Mr. Kiepsy, Bat you have a 75 for every place you are supposed 
hereafter to have a to6d 

General Devens, You, abe, 

Mr. Kienay, How about your 1bbiad 

Goneral Devens, E have all 12 of thom, 

Mr, Kuanay, You havea full complement of 16540? 

Coenoral Devens, You, sin. 

Mi. Kanpay, And your mortarse? 

General Devens, Phe Ooanitlineter gama we have all of thes I 
forget Che exnet number, some 60, § believe, 

My, Kunsy. But you have your fall complement? 

Coenen! Devens, We have our fill complement, We have about 
SO percent of our 87-milfimeter pains and we are getting: more all the 
tino. ‘That is the antitanle gan. 

My, Kispay, Any antiaircraft? 

Cenoral Devens, Wo have no antiaircraft in the division. 

Mr. Kisoay, Did you say you have all of your 67's4 

General Devens, No. We have about 80 percent of thers enough 
(o train with, and we ave getting those slowly, but they are coming, 

Mr. Kispay. Then in the artillery you are only short your 165’s and 
some of your antitanks? 

Cenornl Devens, Yes, 

Myr. Kiuay. ‘That is all, 

Mr. Suore, The General has painted a very vivid and interesting 
picture so that he almost makes me want to join his outfit. I hope 
we can come down to see you. 

General Devens. I hope so, Mr. Congressman. 

Mr. Harness, General, I was impressed by your story of your foot- 
ball team, and T go along with you all the way up to one point. That 
is, if we are getting ready to go to war, if war is imminent, then we 
ought to do just what you say, keep your football team intact. But 
if we are morly training a reserve, and war is not inevitable, then I do 
not know why it wont not be all right to train a new football team. 

General Devers. Lagree with you, if there is no emergeney, and you 
are willing to take the chance that somebody will not come in and hit 
you. But people say that there is an emergency. 

61230—41——7 
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You Inww, there is a story that we used to tell, that. we would always 
like to go after the Britieh on weelc onds beens they all go to tho 
country, Maybe that ought not to be quoted, but that ts an old story. 
But it gets my polnt across, And [joke with my Navy friends, that if 
I wore poing X ftoe the ey 1 would always get after them on Saturday 
and Sunday, beeanse that is when they were ashore, 

Mr. TTanness, And the Beltish are at war, too, are they not? 

QGenoral Devens, Yos, sir. 

Mr, Crason, Ag To understand ff, your argument: for kesping the 
solectees in with your division ds on the basis that you want. to keep 
your division up to first-class (ghting strength so fong as somebody 
olse tells you there is an emergency. 

General Devers, Yes, sir, 

My, Crason, And you are not basing it upon any opinion that you 
“avs formed as to the emergency, You are leaving that to somebody 
else, ; 

General Devens, None whatever, 

Mr. Crason, Do T understand that all of your selectees camo into 
your division at the same time 

General Devens. Four thousand of them eame in from Upton and 
Dix in January, and then we got 2,000 more in the next group, from 
Dix and Devens, Most of my selectees—1 guess I have 6,800 altogethor, 
beeause I was ablo to piek up some two or three hundred that wore 
at these training centers where housing was incomplete and T had tho 
‘lace for them—came from New York, the New England States, and 
Ponneylvanin They came from Upton, Dix, and Devons, 

Mr. Crason, Is it your idea that these seleetees should be sent home 
at difforent times or as a group, or at the end of 12 months or 18 
months or 1 monthsf Ave they all going to go out at oncet 

Gonoral Devers, If you do not set this hidebound “box” as Teall it— 
and Tam in there and T can not get out—if you will give us some 
leoway, this thing will take care of itself. No ono in this Army is 
going to keep these men in when there is no necessity for keeping them 
In-at least, I feel that way about it. Thavea great deal of confidence 
in the penis over me—my leaders. T feel that if you will just give 
them the rein, you he apeemia all, you are the leaders in it, and if 
we do not do something about it, we are going to breed something T 
do not like, Iam afraid we are going to get too much like Soviet 
Russia, You do not want to breed that idea into our young mon. 
IT have no opinion as to whethor these mon want to stay 1 year or 2 
years, and I have never asked them, but I do know that when thoy 
came they knew they probably would have to stay more than a year, 
I do know that because wo have all said that right along. I have 
heard it mentioned many times. 

Mr. Srrorr. But, General, you do want to rotate these men? I think 
the success of Notre Dame’s team is that you always had about 2 or 8 
teams, and you always had a reserve that you could throw in there. 

General Devers. As long as you do not take 50 percent of them. If 
IT have 50 percent to pull me out, I can get along. 

Mr. Cuason. You have an induction center, General? 

General Devers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Cuason. Men are coming in there right along? 
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Qoneral Davens, Yeu, sir, 

Mr. Cranon. And thon after that they go inte this replacement 
center { 

Goneral Davena. Yes, sir, the replacemont training centor, 

Mr. Crason, You have got men in there? 

Ceneral Devens. You, air, 

Mr, Crason, Where aro those men going? 

General Davens, Those mon all come in as one, because the train- 
ing is set-up that way, We bave 16,600 of them, 1,500 of them are 
volored. Ming inane artillery replacement center, as large as any in 
the United States, one of the three in’ the artillery. I believe the 
infantry have five, and cach of the other arms have one, They all 
come in thore together, ‘There are trained specialists in these centers 
and we try to carry on the things that the men are equipped for, such 
as radio, folephone, ete. That training is very intensive, ‘That is a 
44-hour week for 13 weeks, and they all start from serateh, Bo wo 
try to got thom all in there in trainlonds and start them off on the 
same day or the same week, 

Mr, Ciason, Now, one general comes in here and tells us he does 
not want his selectees to yo out daily, 1 today and 2 or 8 tomorrow 
and 16 tho next day, and so on, because if he has to let them ont daily 
that breaks up his division or his regitnent. You say that if all of 
them come in the same month they could all go out, say, 4,000 in 
January, 2,000 in February, and if they could be taken out from your 
replacement center 4,000 at a time, 2,000 at a time, which would you 
say would be the best way to replace them, daily or a Jot of them 
in one fell swoop 4 

General Davens. I would want them all in one fell awoop, so I 
can start off with all of them, Remember, this individual thing you 
are talking about means nothing to me. it is the tenin that T want. 
T can not do anything with these individuals, If you are going to 
bring in a few today and a few tomorrow, you would have every one 
of my unit commanders on my neck—“Cive me all of them today.” 
We have got to start from scratch, We do not do anything as 
inefficiently as that. 

Mr. Crason, Your ides of training them is to put them in either 
with Regular Army men or with National Guardsmen who have had 
sufficient training? 

General Devens. Or with other selectees that have had a year’s 
training. 

Mr. Grason. In other words, you keep some of the selectees in 
for the purpose of building up farther divisions or regiments in order 
to train further selectees coming in? 

Genoral Devers. Yes, sir; because we have a turn-over on some- 
body’s family conditions that may have to be investigated, and we 
do that very carefully because we should not put this up to the 
individual, It is not fair to the individual. He may be a patriotic 
boy who may want one thing and somebody else may want another. 
We investigate the situation, not just on paper or on what somebody 
writes, but we actually have a way of going into the home and finding 
out the conditions. Some boy may have flat feet or he may have 
something internally wrong that «did not develop until the pressure 
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was put onhim. Remember, the only soldier is the man that can take 
it when the heat is turned on. ‘Thnt. is the reason I mentioned the 
football team. 

Mr, Cuason. That is all right for individuals, but how long ought 
tho selectees to remain in the service before they should be used as 
trainers for othor selecteos? 

Gonoral Devers. I told the Senate that. if they asked mo T would 
say nnother 8 months, if you are going to pin me down, But I do 
not believe in being pinned down, because during that. 8 months there 
will - some turnover, a small percentage, so the team would not. be 
ruined, 

Mr. Cuason. I understood from General Marshall that he expected 
these inductees to go back for a month or 2 months, a very short time 
after their 12 months are up, if it was possible to do it, but your 
opinion is that instead of doing that we ought to understand that they 
are going to stay 8 months longer if we are going to have an army? 

General Devers. General Marshall is right, but General Marshall 
is speaking about the whole army. He can take one unit and turn 
that over, and that unit is fixed you see, for another year. Then he 
can take another unit—take the Eighth Division or the Sixth Divi- 
sion. But he has got something to fight. with, at least, in this turn- 
over. Ho has somo teams all the time. He has not broken up all 
tho teams at once. That is the point, I think, General Marshall had 
in mind. I do not want to quote him. I believe everything he suid 
100 percent. 

Mr. Crason. How long ao you think selectees ought to stay in the 

service in order to become properly trained men? 
. General Devers, ‘To become properly trained men T think they 
ought to be in 1 year and 8 months, and FT add 2 months extra over the 
6 months as most people say, because we waste a month getting them 
in and we waste a month getting them out. 

Mr. Crason. If we could increase the period of 12 months by 8 
months additional, making it 20 months, would you say we were 
taking care of the situation? 

General Devers. No, U think as soon as you tie a box like that 
around it you make it so nobody can operate. Something else will 
come up. You have got to have confidence in your people that you 
put in charge of this job. I would not want to limit them in any 
way at all. 

Mr. Cuason, If you leave out the emergency feature altogether, 
do you still think that the United States Government ought to bring 
boys in and keep them in the Service? 

General Devers. No, if you take the emergency out and want to 
turn them off, I will go along with what I think General Marshall told 
you. I think you can do it at the end of one year if you are willing 
to take that period in there when you do not care whether you are 
tops or not. If you are willing to take a chance that something will 
not hit you. Take the emergency away, and the whole picture changes. 

Mr, Crasow. That is the point then, that if there is not an actual 
emergency at the present time sufficient to require this staying in the 
Service, there is no reason why they should not go out 

The Cuatrrsan. Is not that the question asked of Congress? 
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Mr. Ciason, ‘That is the question I am asking him. 

The Cuamman. You ave asking him whether there is a national 
emorgency. 

General Devers. I do not know whether or not there is a national 
emorgency. 

Mr. CrAson. That is tho first question everybody asks. 

Tho Cuamman. All right. I think that 1s a question for Con- 
gress. Is there anything further of this witness? 

Mr. Duriuam. Mr. Chairman, General Devers is stationed in North 
Carolina but he is going to the State of Kentucky, and I want to 
congratulate the State of Kentucky. 

The Cuamman. We are very glad to have him. IT have been down 
to his camp in North Carolina, and Iam very proud of what he is 
doing down there. I did not know quite as much about it until he 
testified here, but he has the samo idea that is set forth in a lengthy 
article in the last month’s Reader’s Digest about Germany’s team- 
work. I hope he has read it. If he has not, I recommend it to him, 
because it is right along that line. 

Mr. ‘Tuomeson. General Devers has certainly made « very good 
record, so far as that is concerned, 

Mr. Martin. General, you are training large divisions, as I under- 
stand it, so they will be ready to go forth into combat on short notice? 

General Devens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Martin. If you had the Ne assigned to you to take in a large 
body, several thousand boys, who had had at some time in the past 
a year of training, how long would you estimate it would take you 
to develop the teamwork necessary in building into your present 
division? 

General Devers. Well, you ask me to put a time limit on it. It 
depends on where they were trained, who trained them, how far along 
they went, what kind of boys they were, and where they came from. 

Mr. Martin. Suppose they are a fair type of boys, and at some 
time in the recent past they have had a year year of training and 
have completed that and have gone home, and then they are recalled 
to the service; how long would it take to develop the necessary team- 
work with that basic training in the background? 

General Devers. In my own opinion, if those boys came back to 
the same locality and_the same kind of work they had before, that 
would be one thing. I would say that in case these boys are brought 
back and they have not gotten married in the meantime and cannot 
come back—in 3 months lots of things change, attitudes and every- 
thing else—I would say that I could work them in, if you did not 
give me too many of them—say, give me 10 percent—in 3 months 
I would have them moving a Pus. Probably in an emergency I 
could do it in less than that—if they were really skilled when they 
went out, well trained, could handle a particular weapon and went 
back to that particular weapon. ne cere . 

Mr, Martin. I am trying to divide the matter into individual train- 
ing and teamwork. Which takes the longer? E peaks 

eneral Devers. I think the teamwork takes longer than individual 
training. Individual training takes about 13 weeks. That is what 
we goon. From that time on a great. deal depends on the personality 
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of your leaders and on the personality of your noncommissioned 
officers. .There are a number of things that make one outfit a little 
better than another. 

Mr. Martin. The longest time then is in the building of the team, 
rather than individual soldier training? 

General Devers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Martin. Now, while you are developing this team training, 
team organization, you are also carrying on a great many training 
points that cannot be covered in that 13 weeks? 

General Devers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Martin. What. has been the situation in your division as to 
the supply of ammunition? Have you had enough ammunition to 
carry oul your fire problems through your own troops? 

General Devers. My answer to that would be yes, I have. We 
had a lot of ammunition before they cut down our allowance. We 
have always had at Fort Bragg, 37 millimeter and 75 ammunition 
for artillery, and I told my officers, “You do not need to worry 
about the ammunition. Throw a rifle at these selectees”’—to use a 
slang expression that. we use down there—the second day after he 
comes in he has a rifle, and the third day he is out shooting—and 
you will be surprised how well they do it. We put them on the 

nown distance range, and that gives them confidence. ‘Then we 

try to get a small group on the combat range, to get the team play, 
and count the results of the group handling. By the time we pot 
through with our known distance firing, with the 9,000 or 10,000 
men that we had to put through on those ranges, we got more 
ammunition. 

I would say that in the Ninth Division there is no one single item 
that has slowed us up in all our training. We have always had 
plenty of equipment. We have had to pass it around, you under- 
stand, but by handling our schedules properly—and we worked the 
full 44 hours a week too, particularly during the 18 weeks training— 
we have cut it to 40 hours now, because we like to give them an 
afternoon off in the middle of the week to attend to personal business. 
We have arranged it so that all are not off at once. ‘There is always 
someone there to attend to business, 

Mr. Martin. How far have you gone in the matter of combat 
firing? Have you gotten up to division combat firing? 

General Devers. We have carried it through the battalion. We 
have never fired the whole division with service ammunition, if that 
is what you mean. We have not tried that. We have not tried to 
throw artillery shells over infantry us yet. We are getting to the 
point where we are going to do it, but we have not quite reached 
that point. 

Mr. Martin. You have enough ammunition to carry out your de- 
fensive combat progena 

General Devers. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Martin. That is all. 

The Cuatrstan. General, we thank you very much. You have 
made a very impressive statement and have enlightened the com- 
mittee a great deal. I am sorry to have had to bring you up here, 
but I hope you will return and do some more teamwork. 
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General Devers. Thank you, sir. 

Mr, Kipay. One question, Mr. Chairman. How long have you 
been in the Army, General ? 

General Devers. I went to West Point in 1905 from York Penn- 
sylvania High School, and I have been in it ever since. 

Mr. Kitpay. What is your rank now? 

General Devers. My permanent rank is Brigadier General of the 
line. I was given that rank about a year ago. 

The Coamman. Thank you very much, General Devers. 

Is Brigadier General Hershey in the room. Will you come for- 
mard General, and give us, if you can, a very brief statement of 
what the selective service organization thinks about this proposed 
resolution ? 


STATEMENT OF BRIG. GEN. LEWIS B. HERSHEY, DIRECTOR, 
SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM 


General Hrersney. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee 
I am appearing here as the person responsible for the operation of 
the Selective Service System. Anything I say has nothing to do 
with the War Department or the Army, although I happen to be 
a member of that organization. 

We, in the Selective Service System, have a very distinct. interest, 
not only in the selectees but in the National Guardsmen, because we 
have responsibilities of procurement of selectees and reemployment 
responsibilities to both. 

I would like to very briefly discuss the Selective Training and 
Service Act of 1940, to the extent of calling the attention of the 
committe to the things they already know about it with respect to 
its dual function. The very title of the act sets out training, and 
it. cites service, because I think Congress was attempting last year 
to do two things. 

Virst, it declared that it was imperative to increase and train the 
personnel of the armed forces of the United States, which means 
make an army and train them. 

Secondly, it also stated, to accom that same purpose, that it 
was the intent of Congress to use the National Guard for national 
security at any time troops were needed beyond the Regular Army. 

And third, it provided for the building up of a Reserve, because it 
set the limit of service at 11 years, 10 years in the Reserve, unless 
something should happen to lengthen the period of the 1 year. 

That the purpose was to establish staan | besides the training 
system, I think is quite plain. Men were made available up to 36. 
If it had been intended as a training system solely, I am quite sure 
the Congress would have stopped in the early twenties. This act 
specifically provided not only for the extending of service beyond the 
year—that is, to take more of the 11 years in an active status—but it 
specifically set up the way and time—that is, a time in the sense of 

escribing a condition which indicated, I believe, that Congress at 
that time realized that the necessity that called the act forth in the 
first place, if it became more acute, would necessitate the keeping 
of the men. 
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As we have studied the congressional debates we find somo differ- 
ences of opinion as to whether or not the joint resolution of August 
27, 1940, had not already placed in the Executive the power to order 
these individuals out for anothor year as Reservists, but we find little 
evidence of anyone talking about the absolute definiteness of n year’s 
limitation. We find no individuls pointing out that this was deii- 
nitely only o year’s training. ‘There was anxiety, and there was 
discussion of the possibility of a longer period, and there were many 
statemonts to indicate that, of course, the period would be increased 
if tho necessity called for it. 

Mr. Snort. General, do you not think that not a fow but several 
members of Congress voted for the original act on the basis that is 
called for only 1 year’s service? 

General Hersney. Of course, I think probably there were people 
that might have voted for the act because Congress reserved to itself 
the right to say when more than 1 year should bo required, but I 
do not believe—and I have great faith in Congress—that there was 
anyone who voted for the bill believing that the 1 year was definite 
because the 11 years was made the obligation of the man so selecte 
and so trained, with the provision that unless Congress—Congress 
should see fit to extend it, whetner he would train only 1 year or not. 
Tho restriction, though, was reserved to Congress, 

Mr, Suorr, The members of this committeo, I think, had a thorough 
understanding of those provisions, but the general public did not. 

General Hensney. Well, I do not want to argue that point, but J 
have found during the last 10 months that the one thing, as I havo 

one from forum to forum and school to school—the one thing that 
the young men have asked mo is “Do you think we will get out in a 
year?” which showed that there was no great certainty that they 
would, and I have repeatedly told young men who have asked my 

ersonal advice on whether to enlist or not, whether to volunteer for 
induction, I have said very candidly: “You are volunteering for 1 
year, but remember, if you volunteer to be inducted, you waive your 
rights to get out at the end of the year if other peanle are held in.” 
Not only that, but I have known many a man to enlist in the Regular 
Army with this background in his thought: “If this emergency is 
over, they will let me out of the Regular Army, even though I signed 
up for 3 years. If it is not, I wouldn’t get out even if I was inducted 
under the Selective Service Act, so I might as well enlist and get 
in the unit I want to get into, becauso my obligations are going to 
be no greater.” 

Mr. Suorr. I agree with you on that. I have had them say the 
same thing to me. 

Mr. Kinpay. You advised them the same thing? [Laughter.] 

Mr. Suorr. I will not say what I advised them. I will say that 
I always tell the truth. [Laughter.] 

General Hrrsuey. I would Tike to point out in a passing way that 
ae Congress did set. up two methods to be used in procurement. I 
read: 

In a free soctety, the obligations and privileges of military training and 
service should be shared generally, in accordance with a fair and just system 
of selective, compulsory training and service. 


That is policy No. 1. 
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Policy No. 2: 

No bonus shall be paid to Induce any person to enlist In or be inducted into 
the land or naval forces of the United States, 

I submit these principles were enunciated by Congress after most 
careful consideration of the personnel procurement. history of the 
United States, especially in times when Nar 6 numbers of men were 
needed. I submit that Congress saw in their minds eyo George 
Washington as he looked at site army melt time after time because 
the bounty was not. high enough, even though it was going up and 
up. I ballavs Congress remembered that it was untrained men who 
fled at Bladensburg because they had found it impossible to en- 
courage men to volunteer for long periods of time. I believe that 
Scott, half way between Vera Cruz and Mexico City, immobilized for 
months in a foreign country because 40 percent of his men had left 
him because their year was up, and it was not extended, I believe 
they thought of the days of 1861,.when Patterson, up in the Shenan- 
doah, was not able to hold the forces opposite him because men wont 
home at the end of their period of time, as time expired men, as 
Kipling would say, while to the east the guns of Manassas roared 
in their ears. 

I believe those things were in the mind of Congress when they 
set up these principles. I believe that the experience of the World 
War, when, for tho first. time, suitablo sufficient men were available 
at the time they were desired, made them turn to the system of the 
World War and away from the system of volunteering and bonuses 
of the years that have gone before. This was a Selective Service Act. 
in 1940. I believe it shunned the systems that had failed in our 
personnel procurement history. I believe it provided for the syste 
that. had succeeded. 

Now, Congress reserved the right to judge tho situation after a year 
and act accordingly, That year is past. Are we in peril or will we 
be if wo demobilize the National Guard and selective forces? That 
is one question we ask ourselves. If we answer “No; we are not in 
reril,” then we say “Are we doubtful of our safety or will we be 
doubtful if we let go home these National Guardsmen and these 
sclectees?” If you answer “No,” then you should answer “Yes” to 
this question: “Will we feel secure if we demobilize our National 
Guard and our selectees?” If you say “Yes,” then there is no point 
in worrying about keeping the people. T shall not argue that. ques- 
tion at all, if you can say that we are safe. But if we are in peril 
or in doubt, what is the conservative action? Who shall judge our 
poril? That is the question that I will not attempt to answer. The 
Commander in Chief and responsible officer of the United States 
is the one upon whom the responsibility lies if wo are in peril, and 
if we do get into tragedy has stated other things than have been 
stated from other sources. I nm not the possessor of information 
that cannot. be gleaned from the newspapers, and T make no tn 
at a judgment. If I were in a responsible position I probably would 
tend to accept the information from responsible sources. 

‘If wo must have trained men—and I think we must, if tho first 
two conditions apply—as a personnel procurer I must. tell you that 
there are no other sources of trained and seasoned mon—and I 
emphasize “seasoned men” because there are several weeks’ difference 
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between trained mon and seasoned men—outside the Regular Army 
there are no sources except the presont National Guard and solectees 
from which to secure such mon, 

ow, if you want them to stay, there are two methods that you 
can uso to got thom. You can ask for volunteers, ‘This involves a 
recruiting campaign in ench unit, a name-calling process, 2 disorderl 
mothod of compelling ench man to make a lealioii ns to what his 
duty is, and to bo called a slacker or something olse if he does not, 
Selective Servico, of course, feols that that is not fair to the organi- 
gation, that it is not fair to the individual, and it is not fair to the 
Nation. Howover, that is one method of trying to keep in the 
organization the man who is trained and seasoned—if you feol you 
must keep him. 

Thoro is ono othor mothod. T might say, however, that to get this 
volunteering done, in addition to name-calling, you can go a little 
farthor and add bounties of one kind or another, regardless of whether 
thoy nro paid now or whon ho leaves the service, or to his family if he 
never docs, If you do that, you must face the necessity of setting up 
within each of these companies that General Devers has told you 
about, some men who are going to get $60 a month and some that. are 

ing to get $380 a month, and some that are going to get some other 

ure, 

a havo been an enlisted man, T have lived most. of my life as a 
battery commander. No ono thinks more highly of soldiers than I 
do, real, genuine admiration—whatever IT may be, they have made me, 
and T say it very freely, and IT would like to seo them get every nickel 
that the Federal Government. can pay them—but in the outfit. that: 
T command I say pay the samo amount. for the same service. Make 
them alike, because I do not beliove you cnn havo morale, training, 
and efficiency in a unit that has ono man drawing $60 a month and 
another one drawing $30 for being a private. 

Now, I offer as a solution of this problom, tho retention of these 
units intact by the uso of the law which you gentlemen in your wis- 
dom passed last year, T believe, to meet the situation with which you 
aro now faced. I believe the operation of that law will give you 
efficiency, security, and will bo in accord with what was planned, at 
least. by not a few of you Inst year, to meet an emergency, should it 
come, if you believe that the national interest is imporiled. 

I would like to say in conclusion that the Selective Service System 
has lasting interest in the selecteo as an individual, and T am not. 
claiming anything except the selfishness of an organization, if you 
want to express it that way. We select him for induction. We ve- 
ceive him on discharge and attempt to have him reemployed. His 
well-being during his service is reflected in at least one of our 6.600 
local board areas. The public reaction to selective service creates 
a public opinion which permits or prohibits our operation. The lone 
range best interest of the soldier. and of all soldiers, is of vital 
importance to the Selective Service System, but the long-ranma interest 
of the soldier is likewise the long range best interest. of the Notion. _ 

I appreciate the desires of some, perhaps many, to terminate their 
service, 

T lived as a small farmer, as 2 small farmer lives in that great 
Midwest. From my own experience I know something of the public 
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school-teachor’s life, and how college students think, and of their 
aims and their homes. IT know something of what an enlisted man 
of the National Guard thinks, and an officer of the National Guard, 
and the problems that come to them, I have lived through ono 
situation quite similar to this one. I was on tho border in 1016 
in vw National Guard unit, wondering from day to day when wo were 
roing to go home—and I wanted to go home, and all the rest of 
them in the unit wanted to go home, especially when Purdue—not 
Notre Dame but Purdue—had wv college unit next door to mine, and 
they came home because they let the college people come home. 
My unit was two-thirds college, but we came from town and wo 
wore known as a town unit, The result was we did not come home 
until December. We got out in the snow on December 29, 1916, and 
I went. back to Angola. 

Now, what did getting out at that time do for met? Another 
fellow had my school, the eehool that T had been teaching. 

Mr. Trrostason. Where was this, North Carolina? 

General Hersuey, Indiana. Angola, Ind. 

The Cuamman. Did you never hear of Angola, Ind.? (Laughter. ] 

Mr, ‘Trostason. No. 

Goneral Henrstrey. I did not get. my school back. A great many 
of the other boys did not get their Jobs back, because in less than 
au month we broke diplomatic relations with Germany, and then what 
was the use of putting me back in the school? I was going away in 
the summer anyway. What was the uso putting these other men 
baek in their jobs? The employer would say: “I want somebody that 
is going to at least be with me a little while.” Not only that, but 
I had this question of uncertainty: first, we were going to be mo- 
bilized in April, then in May, then in June, and finally in the latter 
part of June wo found that the date was August 5, and that date 
stuck, and we were mobilized on August 5. But I did not engage 
in anything gainful—perhaps it may take a stretch of the imagina- 
tion for anyone to believe that I had before, but I had, I engaged 
in nothing gainful, and tho great majority of my fellow soldiers 
did not either, because some of them could not get jobs. Some of 
them said, “It is only going to be a month or so, and I am going 
to sort of ease out of town. Iam not going to work these last 2 
or 3 weeks.” And a great many people said, “Well, I am sorry, 
but I can’t uso you. If I teach you how to do the job I want to 
keep you.” 

Mr. Suorr. Tho very thing that is likely to occur now. 

General Hersney. I was working up, emotionally or otherwise, to 
a situation where you would see where I am sitting with 800,000 
people coming at me in the next few months wanting me to. find 
them a job, telling their to-be employer that they are members of the 
Guard and will be likely to be called out any time, or that they are 
in the Reserves and are subject to recall at a moment’s notice to join 
their forces. 

I remember that when I left the border my company was not a 
very large company, but it was nr very well seasoned company. 
We could march three or three and a quarter miles an hour, a good 
many hours a day, if we had to. When we next came together in 
August, it was in May or June 1918, before my unit approached 
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what they were in Decembor 1916, I may not have had too good an 
experience, because in the first place a lot of our boys went to train- 
ing camp and became officers—and I am vory glad they did. We 
did expand into an artillery unit and take on more mon, but we wero 
not sensoned when again we met in August 1917. 

In conclusion I want to say ono sentence and I will be finished. 
Congress has provided an efficient method, which they provided after 
long thought, to meet a condition where there is a peril to the 
Nation. The Selective Sorvice System recommends that that policy 
be employed. 

Tho Cuaman. General, you have been before the committee so 
often and have been so helpful to us that it seems as though por- 
haps no one on tho committes will want to ask you any further 

uestions. Your statement has beon so excellent that I am going to 
thank you on behalf of the committee, and if there are no questions 
we will proceed with the next witness. 

Mr. CLison, General, have you any documents, any printed docu- 
monts, in which you carry the enlistments or the inductions of selectees 
by months? 

General Hensney. Are you speaking of inductions into the 1 year, 
into the training poriod, or enlistments in the Army? 

Mr. Criason. I am reforring to the Selective Servico Act. 

General Hersury. Oh, yes, I can furnish you that. I will bo 
glad to do so. 

Mr. Crason. I wish you would furnish that. 

Genoral Hersney. Yes, I will, 

Tho CuHatrman. Thank you, General. 

Now, we have two more very brief witnesses, and then I want 
the committee to remain, because I have an announcement to make, 

Our next witness is Mr, Frank Murray, president, National Parents 
of Selectees, Inc. Let me ask you a fow questions, and then you 
can present your statement. Where do you live? 


STATEMENT OF FRANK MURRAY, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL 
PARENTS OF SELECTEES, INC. 


Mr. Murray. I live in South Bend, Ind. 

The Crairsan. What is your connection? Whom do you 
represent ? 

r. Murray. I represent the National Parents of Selectees, Inc. 

That is an Indiana corporation. 

The CHarrman. When was it organized ? 

Mr. Murray. May 21, 1941. 

The Crarrman. What character of corporation is it? Is it a non- 
profit organization ? 

Mr. Murray. It is a nonprofit corporation. 

The CHarmman. How is it supported in its activities? 

Mr, Morray. By the contributions of its members, contributions 
of parents who are not members, and regular membership dues, 

The Carman. How do you obtain contributions from the parents? 

Mr. Murray. By sending letters to them asking them either to 
attend a meeting, take part in the volunteer work, or send in somo 
money. 
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The Cyaimman, How do you obtain your finances other than 
thut, if you have any? 

Mr. Murray. We do not have any: 

The Ciramman. Aro you on a salary? 

Mr. Munray. Not with the National Parents of Selectees, That 
is a purely voluntary organization, and all work is volunteered by 
the parents themselves. 

The Crrainman, What are the duties of yourself and your assist- 
ants? What activities do you engage in? 

Mr. Murray. You mean other than the National Parents of 
Selectees? 

The Cuamman. What is your work? 

Mr. Murray. My work is hond of a taxpayers organization, 

The Ciaran, A taxpayers organization set up as a branch of 
your parents of selectecs# 

Mr, Murray. No, sir; that is a local organization that has been 
in existence for some time, 

Mr. Harness, This is an organization of the parents of these 
boys who have been drafted in Indiana, 

‘he Cuamman., Well, I am simply trying to find out about it, 
How do you get. your finances with which to operate this particular 
organization ¢ : 

fr, Murray. Just in the manner which I have stated, sir. 

The Cuamsan, All right. What is your position with respect 
to this resolution? Are you for it or against it 

Mr. Murray. I am opposed to it, sir. 

The Craiman. Very well. Proceed with your statement. 

Mr. Murnay, First, Tam from South Bend, Ind., where the Notre 
Dame team is located. We know when the Notre Dame team is 
going good, and it is going good when its morale is high. It goes 
good when it has trust and confidence in its coach and the officers 
of the team, And we know that when it is going bad, is when its 
morale is low and confidence is lacking. This 1s the main point that 
I want to present to your gentlemen today, the attitude of mind of 
the parents and the boys in the ranks. It is a question of our 
morale and the morale of the boys that is the greatest question before 
you, It is not what may be the attitude of the Congress today or 
what you thought you were doing, that affects the morale, it is 
what has been communicated to the parents and our boys that are 
in cainp, and what they and we understand. 

T have been here only a few hours, but in that few hours I find an 
atmosphere that. is entirely different than the atmosphere back home. 
The understanding is different. than our understanding at home. 
I could not help but note, as the generals talked here today, that 
everything they had to say in support of this resolution should 
have been existent on paper or in their minds at the time the act: was 
yassed by Congress. There has been absolutely no change whatever 
in the needs of the Army. 

It so_happens that I served better than 4 years in the United 
States Marine Corps. About 2 years of that time was spent in 
recruiting service, and I have some idea of bringing men into the 
service, I know that part of it. I know what it is to enlist men 
and have them dropping out of the ranks over a period of time. 
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Records will show that each recruiting sergeant. would take in 
three or four mena week. ‘Those men had to be dropped out from 
day to day as their enlistments expired, ‘That problem has always 
faced the Army, the Marine Corps, the Navy, and when the Selective 
Servico Act wus passed, the men in charge of the Army knew of 
that condition. 'Mherefore, as far as we are concerned as parents, 
what you have in the act as to the period of 12 months of training 
was just exactly what we expected, and that iy precisoly what. our 
boys expected, and not more than 12 months unless there was a war. 
In interpreting the act to the parents or to the boys who asked 
questions about time limit or what the words national emergoncy, 
or the Nation is in peril, it was understood that “in peril” meant 
war, And that was what was in our minds—not that the time 
would bo extended by declaring an emergency while conditions were 
not changed, IT want to get to that point now, this emergency it 
is said we have before us, 

It is true that T come from a State where most everybody is in 
olities; where wo take an interest. in our Government. We perhaps 
we More means and methods of making democracy work in our 
State than any other State in the Union. ‘That is more or less its 
record, and most all States, especially their citizen organizations, 
are continuously attempting to follow the Indiana plan to give the 
people the right to operate their government, 

Based on this background, we took an interest. in the emergency 
ut the time of the passage of the 1940 Selective Service Act. What 
were we thinking was the emergency at the (ime this act. was passed 4 
T will tell you what wo were thinking in Indiana, that the British 
Government would move to Canada, Gue newspapers were carrying 
it, ‘That was our understanding, that the English could not last 
on the island, and it was only a matter of just a short time until 
they would have to leave. It was our understanding at that time 
that Germany, Italy, Russia, and Japan were in a combination 
against the democracies. We considered that the emergency was 
of such character that our boys should go into training and get 
ready for it. 

We also considered that Spain, Germany, and Italy were active 
in South America, It was our general understanding that they had 
entire colonies down there where the people were trained to fight; 
that there was a sufficient number of Spaniards, Italians, and Ger- 
mans in South America, that they could control what the South 
American countries were doing; that they could actually vote and 
had sufficient numbers in the various legislative bodies so that they 
controlled the government. itself. That was our understanding of 
the emergency at the time our boys went in. There is absolutely 
no difference in the emergency today, as presented by the leaders 
of our Government, and what we understood the emergency to be at 
that time. 

Mr. Snort. Will you suffer an interruption, Mr. Murray? Do 
you not think the emergency should be less now because Russia was 
not fighting Germany then, but they are in a death struggle now. 

Mr. Murray. Well, thank you, I have covered that point right in 
my notes. 
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The Ciamman, What about the revolutions that are going on in 
South American countries now 4 

Mr. Munnay, Tho one between Peru and Ecuador is a matter of 
vory long standing. I think that in South America we were having 
tt war ora fight between a couple of other countries right at the time 
thal this Selective Service Act was passed. 

Mr. Hanven. Is it not.a fact that various other countries have fallen 
under the domination of Hitler since a year agot 

Mr. Munnay. Is it your thought that they have people in South 
America who now are added to their forces? 

Mr. Harren. I am not talking about South America. How about 
the whole Balkan Peninsula? 

Mr, Munnay. My attitude toward that has been the same as if 
Mexico would be invaded, and that is that the United States would 

0 in there immediately as I personally would be ready to yo in there 
if Germany landed troops. 1 though that the Balkans were as good 
as in ti orbit of Germany at the time the Selective Service Act was 
mnaged. 
Mr, Hantrn. You know that. the war is going on continuously and 
relentlessly and that more countries are becoming involved all the 
time, and yet you say that this country is in no greater danger than 
it was last September? 

Mr. Munrnay, I would say it is in less danger now, because there 
are more Germans being killed and more of their ammunition and more 
of their tanks and equipment are being destroyed than were destroyed 
before. So that the emergency today is less than it was before. 

Mr. Hanrren. And you would be willing to take the chance on re- 
leasing these selectees and Reserve officers that no harm could come 
to this country ? 

Mr. Monray, Sir, I would like to go through my statement and 
handle that in its due order, if I may. 

Mr. Hanrer. Will you answer that question? 

Mr. Munnay. I can answer it by just following through. That is 
not the proposal that I intend to present here today. 

Mr. Harness, I think we should hear the gentleman, Mr. Chairman. 

The Crramaan. Go ahead, Mr. Murray. 

Mr. Murray. What I am trying to get across to you gentlemen is 
what is in the minds of the parents out in the States, You under- 
stand that as president of this organization—incidentally I had no 
thought of being president, I was just drafted because I had had or- 
ganization experience, and placed at the head of the organization, im- 
mediately telephone calls, telegrams and letters started to coming in 
from all over the country. People stopped me on the street and 
asked me about it. At this time let me say that the reason you do 
not receive more letters is because the parents and the boys live in a 
state of fear of what will happen to them if they write to you or if they 
write to the newspapers, and the boys are fearful of what they write 
to their parents. Ihave had them while home come into the office and 
gay, “I wouldn’t dare write that, because it is our understanding that 
our letters are opened, and therefore I would not dare.” .And the 
parents in open meeting will not commit themselves as to what they 
understand is the true condition of their gon’s mind or what is going 
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on tn the camp, withont Che apeelfle undoratanding Chat (heir names 
Wil not bo ued op remembered, 

So wo have out through this countyy of ours a great four among 
the people to express themeelver ag to what hele understanding was 
of what the Prealdent of the United States promised them and that 
Congress anneted tn regard to thle aubject matter, So, if T do not 
eo Names on any hing Ment ttyinge persons, it it because of that, and if 
you do not get mone letters it ia beewue of Chat four, 

Wo have an offfeer of on organization, who, when it came time to 
conalder comlige down here guid, “No, don't wo. Ut ds dn the bag, 
Our boys ave fost, ‘Phoy are done for, and there ts no use golng down 
thor, no use wasting the money.” And then sho had a telephone call, 
ahd was told her boy and many others in camp had made up Chole 
minis to a slowdown atiike, an attempl to band thomselves together 
wo that whon ¢hely year of servies was over they would fust slmply sit 
down and say that’s all there waa to ft, or Chey would fist disappear, 
Sho called my wife-T waa not at home--and said, “Tam going to 
change my mind. TE don’t want my boy or any other boy to do any. 
thing that is dishonorable, PE want him to stay Chore ad long as tho 
Congress of the United States or the Prosidont. saya he should: stay 
thers, TE don’t want him to do these things, Do what you can to 
sew that this Ching is handled in such away that our boys will not 
fool towant their Government ax they feel today”—and as my boy 
expressed himself tome, Thave Hstened to these gentlemen toll about 
what tho selectees think, Twas in the service, gentlemen. f Inow 
what. you ean think and T know what you cannot think,  Plave told 
my boy: “Son, you have lost the power over your body and your soul, 
You ave in the Army, and don’t write letters and don't do things 
daninst the rules, Do what the Army tells you to do, and be honor- 
able.” My last statement to him: was: “You are ina vise. Don't 
jerk loose so as to tear your future to pieces, Stay there and do the 
Yight thing. ‘Trust your father, your mother, and the othor parents 
of the United States to do everything they ean for you to sea (hat you 
get_a square deal.” 

I do not want to fight with General Marshall, He knows more 
than T do about this whole thing, but T do remember a little story 
about the King or Sultan who reigned in the Far Enst who would 
go out on Saturday night disguised and find out what the people 
were thinking. and came back and rule very wisely the following 
week, General Marshall should disguise himself and go out. and 
learn what the people and boys are thinking. There are no outside 
forces that are influencing the men in the service to write these letters, 
The happenstance of a postcard coming to my son from Senator 
Wheeler—T did not send it to him; T opened it and read it through, 
but TU did not send it to him. It is the boys in the services them- 
selves; it is their parents outside, who feel that they Inve had a 
commitment made to them of 1 year’s service, and 1 year’s service 
is what they want, and that there is no greater emergency today 
than there was at the time of the enactment. of this act. 

Now, I want to say something else to you about what is in the 
back of the minds of the boys. It is not exactly the time that they 
are giving now. It is not this year. It is the years to follow. It 
is their future. That is what they are worried about. They would 
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Hot mind—-P monn do not believe they would mind if their future 
ware frien care of. But hore they are, taken out of theie reyauar 
life into the Army for oxample--my con was taken away white the 
boys on both sides of him wers loft behind, AL were diawing, 160 
ainonth, Sines Chat tine these boys with others ¢threntened to strike, 
and they hye had an increas, They are working & hours a day, 
My son in working around iY to 14 liner a day and petting: BH 4 
week, ‘That in all And he knows of the condition iinet Ho 
knows these boys ave paying for their homes, paying for their auto: 
mobiles, getting marriod, They are doing Ar this things that, he 
wanted to do, while he is in camp, and you are praying hin 85 a weelk, 
and deducting coats of compensation inmrance. The businessmen 
around the camps are charging, bighor prices than they charged ordi- 
natily, because of the influx of the boys and the shortage of things, 
and oven then they are not getting the Chings that they were potting 
before, ‘These boyw are ina total defense program, That in what 
they are ing and Peannot for the fife of me, and neither can any of 
the other parents, coo any difference between aman io the industrial 
branch of the defense program and the aan in the military branch, 

In the old days in the world that was, when soldiers were hired 
ad professionals and went away to fight, it was different, but today 
you have got to have every man, women, and child behind this effort, 
and Posay to you that it in anfair and unjust. for you to distinguish 
between iny boy if he were to stay at a machine, and my boy if he 
goes to nomilifary eamp. And so if you will provide-—f think Gen- 
eral Horshoy made the statement Chat he did not. think it made any 
difference ahout providing for the future and paying. them after 
they went home, but PE find fault with that. statement for if you 
would provide for their future, gentlemen, that T believe would inake 
them more satisfied to stay in, because they would know that when 
thoy came out they would not be in the same position that: General 
Hershey was, when he came back from the border, but they would 
be taken care of, And it ia that future that they are worrying about. 
And it is the duly of Congress, as the parents see it, to take care of 
that situation. 

Now, [ have got one other thought that I would like to leave with 
you on this mutter before T go into my recommendations, and that 
1s thin: The generals say: “Keep them as long as we want to keep 
them.” 

The Cramman. No; as long as they need to keep them. 

Mr. Murray. Well, that is the same thing, because I know the gen- 
erals, They say: “Let’s keep, them.” Take yourself, suppose you 
were in the service at the present time and it looked like 12 months 
or 3 years, according to whether you enlisted for 3 years or whether 
you were selected for 12 months, you would probably do as the boys 
do now, they mark off the days on the calendar jie like they were 
in jail. I tell you that because it is true—just the same as if they 
were in jail—another day gone, so many more days to go. When 
my son writes a letter he says: “Well, that’s another month behind me. 
Only 8 more to go.” 
ple Ee MIeTON, Does not every American boy in school do the same 
thin 

Mr. Morray. I am just saying that is the way it is. 

61230418 
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Mr, Kpstiston. I used to do that all my life when T was going to 
school, 

Mr. Munnay, ‘This is whit is going to apie The emergency 
in no greater today than it: was at the time the boys went in, yet 
wo ave going to take away from them any idea of a time when they 
will get out as far as staying 12 months, 3 years, or 4 yeurs or any 
other time is concerned. ach man’s life is to bo the Government's, 

IT notice that the Generals tall very impersonally abeut the Army. 
They cannot. get impersonal with us. Wien they talk about the 
Army, tho parent thinks of the son that he has in the Army. And 
let me say to you that only day before yesterday [took a deed to a 
farm with the express thought that if my son comes bael: like so many 
of them camo back, ho will havo that farm. I wrote him a letter to 
that effect, so that ho at least could feo! that if he eamo back injured, 
incapable of work, if hoe could work the farm he could have it, or 
could live on it, And Tam saying to you that every time somebody 
says anything about. this war business we cannot. feel impersonal about 
it. Every ono of those boys belongs to a set of parents. Every time 
you talk ‘about keeping them incelinitely, those parents are set to 
Wondering if you are not going to break down the morale of the boys 
if you are not. also breaking down the morale of the parents, 1 would 
just like to ask you if it is not the truth that throughout. the world 
today propaganda is being used to break down the morale of the 
people back home, to break down the parents baek home, to cause 
them to write letters (to their sons saying “Quit! Give up! Sur- 
render! Don't fight!?? Yet, what are we doing in the United States? 
You mado a inistake, perhaps, when you set up this program, but it 
is tho program that was sold to 600,000 boys, and their parents and 
the United States should stand by its word. ‘There is nothing: to 
fiyht for if the honor of this Nation is just thrown away—and the 
honor rests in the word of this Congress and that of the President. 
of the United States. 

Now, then, to answer your problem, I say to you that after you 
give this to the Army, if you give them what they are asking, what 
Secretary Stimson is asking, they still have not got an Army, T do 
not. know what. the generals call “morale,” but T have some iden: what 
morale is, and I think that the majority of you men who served in 
the World Way havo some iden what morale is. T say to you that 
you must do something so that this group of men in the Army will 
want to stay in the Army. You must so treat them that they are 
willing to stay in the Army. You must do two things: 

1, You must bring them up with your other defense workers, and 
you must equalize the sacrifice. ‘There is only one group of men in 
the United States that makes any sacrifice today in the defense pro- 
gram, the boys in the Army. The balance of them are making a 
profit out of it—and the defense program is a wonderful thing to 
them, In otir own home town many men that belong to the C. I. O. 
union are happy to hear you say that you are going to keep the boys 
you now have indefinitely, because they know you only have a certain 
zmount. of facilities, and that means less chance for them to go, and 
that. they can stay at home. That is a condition that is helping you 
in this thing right here. We parents realize that. We know we are 


REMOVE RESTIUCTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE 111 


a minority. We know you have 600,000 of our boys. We know that 
multiplied by 2, that only makes actually 1,200,000 parents, and i 
we add in an extra son or so, wo are a very small minority, as far as 
we are concerned, but. we are asking that you do a job and protect 
Our sons, 

Now, I say that to meot this situation, the Congress of the United 
States should equalize the pay. Let them treat a soldier as he should 
ho treated today, as a member of the total defense program. Pay him 
in accordance with what you, the Congress of the United States, are 
voting to be paid to industrial workers in this defense program, 

The Crramaan. Where would you get the money ¢ 

Mr, Munnay. Where did you get the money to pay the others? 

The Cxaimman, But where would you get the money? 

Mr. Munnay. Right out of the people, samo as you did the other, 

The Cuamman, Just a moment, If you take 600,000 men in the 
Army and pay them average industrial wages, do you know how 
much that would amount to4 

Mv. Muntay. Well, I would say that, equalizing them with cloth- 
ing and what you are now paying it would be about $100 a month, 

The Cuamman. How much would that be a month? 

Mr, Murray, You mean the total? 

Mr, Ciason. $60,000,000 a month, 

The Ciamman, Wait a minute. Now, take 1,400,000 men, what 
would) you pay them? 

Mr. Munrnay. Well, I should get an adding machine. What we 
had in mind was that it would take between a billion and a quarter 
and two billion dollars, 

The Ciramaan, A month? 

Mr. Murray. No, not a month, a year. Let me say this to you: 
you have a $52,000,000,000 program, and the average, we will say, of 
the profit. is 10 percent that you are allowing those who are handling 
it. In our community you sre building defense houses, and the con- 
tractor on that is making 10 percent. net. I say to you if you want to 
take half of the 10 percent and cut it down to 5 percent you will 
have enough money to pay the boys. Members of the American 
Legion remember the universal draft thing that we agreed upon 
when we came home, if we ever had war again we were to have a 
universal draft—— 

The Cuamman (interposing). Just a moment. We understand 
all about the draft matter and all that. You had some recommenda- 
tions, you said, that you wanted to make. Will you give us those? 

Mr. Harness. Mr. Chairman, I think we ought to hear Mr. Mur- 
ray’s statement on any saving which we might make on some of 
these o> Penaeus: Our committee knows how much we are spend- 
Ing on these projects. 

The Cruairman. So we do, and we do not need to be told about it. 

Mr. Ciason. Mr. Chairman, he has a program that he wants to 
offer. He is the only witness for the opposition so far. Why not 
give him a few minutes? 

The Cuaiisran. I am going to give him a few minutes, but there 
are others here. There is a man here from New York who has 
been waiting ever since early this morning. 
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Mr. Crason. Let him wait. This man is from Indiana. 

Mr. Murray. We are neighbors, you know, Mr. Chairman. You 
are right across the river from us. 

The Cuatmsan. Yes, I understand, and I know all about what 
you are talking about, but we want to get through here. 

Mr. Monray. Well, my idea of where to get the money based on 
my experience ag head of a taxpayers’ association, what I know 
about governmental costs about what you can do, and the amount 
of money that it will take to put the boys right where they should, 
says it need not make any difference in the total taxes of this country. 
This country would be much better off if throughout the country 
we were to establish economy and rebuild character, and I say that 
if you will put these boys where they belong and put governmental 
expenses where they belong—and I am a Democrat, remember that— 
and place your governmental expenses—— 

The Cuairman (interposing). Let me ask you a question. As a 
Democrat do you believe that it will make a soldier any better soldier 
than he is, depending altogether on the amount of money he gets? 
Is that your idea of what constitutes a soldier? 

Mr. Murray. I will answer that by asking you this: if because 
you can get a man for less than what you should pay him, should 

ou pay him that because you have the al vantais over him? I think 
it is not a question of patriotism, or umount that is being paid him. 
It is a question of absolute justice. That is what it is. 

Mr. Harness. Just a minute. Every drafted man _ especially 
those from our State, Indiana, and every parent would be willing for 
the men to stay in thte Army if they believed the security of this 
Nation wag imperiled. 

The Cuatrman. Nobody questions that, 

Mr. Harness. Isn’t that right? 

Mr. Murray. Certainly. 

The Cuatraan. Of course, nobody questions it, 

Mr. Kirtpay. Let me ask you this. From patriotic motives do. 
you think these boys would be any more willing to stay in if you 
gave them $100 a month? 

Mr. Murray. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kirpay. You think that that would satisfy them, just to give. 
them $100 « month? 

Mr. Murray. I think their patriotism remains the same, but they 
are human beings. They worked alongside of men and they receive 
letters from those men, they get the home town newspaper, they 
know what they are back there. You are now going to make it, we 
will say, indefinite and ae do not know when they are going to. 
get out so some assurance should be given them for their future. 

_Mr. Kirnay. Do you not think that even at $100 a month they 
would be making a big sacrifice? 

Mr. Morray. They will be making a sufficient sacrifice even at 
that rate. I would recommend that of this amount of money, $100: 
a month, you pay them approximately $40 a month in cash—I under- 
stand Canada pays $40. 

The Ciratrstan. Now you are getting down to what I asked you. 

Mr. Murray. Take the balance of the money and place it in de- 
fense bonds credited to their account. When they are discharged. 
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from the service, pay those accumulations to them at the rate of $100 
a month until they are exhausted, whatever the total credit may be, 
so that in a way you will take care of them during the time the men 
are picking up somewhere near where they left off, and he knows 
while in the service he is being taken care of. I was in the service, 
and we do not want to go through that bonus thing again. You all 
remember that. 

I am not asking much more than just what the difference is between 
the way we do things now and back in 1917, and what was paid to 
us as adjusted compensation. The Government should say to the men: 
“Yes, we will take you away from home, you have got to do all this 
sacrificing, but we are going to provide for you when we discharge 
you. We are not going to dump you out on the world.” 

The Cuairnman. Pardon me for interrupting, but you said you hud 
some recommendations, and I will ask you to read them. I believe 
you said you had five of thes:. Will you read them? 

Mr. Murray. I believe I have given the majority of them, but I 
will go on and finish. 

Mr. Enpstuston. I think we should let him alone and let him make 
his statement. 

Mr. Martin. I am very much interested in what he says, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Murray. I would like to say this to the chairman, that this 
is my first time to appear hefore a Congressional committee. 

Mr. Ciason. He has only had half an hour. He has been the only 
witness against, and most of them who are for stay on 2 or 8 hours. 

The Cuarrsan. I will keep you here till 4 o’clock then. 

Mr. Crason. All right. 

Mr, ‘THosason. May I ask one question? I understand you are 
testifying to what you consider a solution of the problem. Are we to 
understand that you do not think this country is in peril at this time? 

Mr. Murray. Not any more than it was at the time of the passage 
of the act. 

Mr. Tuostason. Well, regardless of that, whether it was 1 year 
or acer ago, do you think the United States of America today is in 
peri 

Mr. Murray. No, sir. 

Mr. Txosstason. You do not? 

Mr. Murray. No, sir; not any more than it was at that time. 

Mr. THomason. I did not ask you that. 

Mr. Morray. Well, that is the point. I am going on the basis of 
the time of enactment of this act and what we understood the danger 
to be then, and I think it is less today than it was at the time the act 
was passed. 

Mr. Harness. If this country was in peril then the same as it is 
now, then there is no justification for this legislation ? 

Mr. THomason. He says the country is not in peril. 

The Cuairman. Well, let him make his statement. 

Mr. Murray. Beginning at the point of compensation, which I 
have asked to have balanced, to have just one defense program, and 
that total defense; that the industrial defense and the military de- 
fense shall be considered as one and the same thing in their importance 
to the country, and that the workers in both shall be paid in a fair 
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aut equal manner, having dn mind pondons, clothing, food, lodgliggs 
and soon Chat ai given to the miliary man by the Government as 
past of lila componsation, 

Mr. Sarvvit at Connectlont, belt your ldea that they whould have 
an treneae dh pay or a anlforn xeparation allowances, dependiag on 
length of servien# Einean would you heme tho pay ofeach grads 
proportionately, or would you may chat for evel niin ontlated we will 
aot valde so much money per month duvlyg hla service, whieh ehall be 
pala to hin ae eopacation allowances? 

Mi. Munnay, Pam not aro whether you houtd Ineronse (he up ry 
aiacloa above Che polit (hat you got ad dhe hae, To got dhe right tdnd 
of dleoiptine you probably would have to take ene a the noneonmnle: 
aloned affloors rT Panini canta otfleera ta komme relatlombilp (othe 
Thepereed pay for privates, 

Mav Sarva, Ee eould he pachod by an alternative method of loaving 
the pay grader as they ave and: providlag for a unlforn Koparadion 
allowanes depending on longth of torvlee, 

Mr. Mamas, That would ta another way of aylng Che xnme Ching 
U have vate, oxcopt that DP awant le undoeratood that bam: not: tatleinge 
for tho selvotoes alone, but the Rogulay Amy, the Navy and Marine 
Cur the Comat Quand and the selootoor, the Natlonal Gunrde=tho 
Whole gromp. Lam thinking of (hem all, aa fare that part of te da 
coneorned, 

Now the noxe thing. tnxtead of dixeharglag mon who happen to 
have dopondonta-—-and PE want to say to you Chat Po waa mareied white 
1 owas in tho Marine Corps. One of my ehildren was born, tho hoy 
now dn tho servioe, was bom while PE wae dn the Marina Corps and 
whother one was born almost immediately ator E was diseharped-ot 
think tho thing to do, ix to pay theao fnerensed amount, and is not 
be worried if a man happons to gota couple of depondonté==that may 
give hina Tete more to flaht for. herve da only one ronson why you 
cannot have dependents inthe Army, and that is because the Army will 
Wot pay you enough to keep thom, but if the Army will pay, there 
ig no reason why thoy shana not marry aad have depondents, 

The Cramaan, Congress is responsible for that. Tho Army ean: 
not pay anything except what they are given, 

My, Murray. That is right. T believe the mon should be entitled 
tomarry, believe chat it would bo a good thing for the country, a 

wd Ching for the morals of the Army, in fact it would bo a good 
thing all the way avonnd, 

The Cnaraian, T do too. 

Mr. Murray. Thon we ar togethor on that. 

Now tho noxt thing, In our industrial plants woe give them what 
we call “workmen’s compensation insurance.” Tho employes does 
not pay for that. If he is hurt, ho gots cortain amounts that have 
been set by law to bo paid him. Tsay that as far as wo are concerned, 
instead of having insurance agents bothering these boys and having 
thom write them insurance and take the balance of their pay that. is 
not already dedueted, lotus give them a certain amount of insurance, 
the samo as if they were industrial workers in a plant, so that if any- 
thing happens to them in line of service their insurance will be paid 
to them, Why the military man out of his $21 a month should be 
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forced to pay dusirines, while the Indaadtelal worker out of his high 
pry hae hls daeanes paid, does not mile sen to me, 

fr. Hann, Tat me ade you a questlon there, Thess inen) who 
ate Tiduetadl, however, tinder our present how are entitled within 90 
days tonal applleation for this BLQjQ00 Insutiice potley Chat the 
Government Lt 

Mr, Mumtay, But thoy pay for lt, at a lower rate, but they pay, 

Mir. Marin, Tt conte $6.50 a8 month out of their pay, fora boy of 
YO, ‘That da whit my hoy te paying, 

Me, Monnay, ‘That da correct, 

Mus, ey The same thing fapponed in the World War, did 
( noti 

Mr, Memnay, Bat dit was wrong, 

Mr, Kinoay, Pany about the mune things 

Ma, Manav, € wae dn the World War, as most. of you wore, and 
you know It wae wrong. My not pay was about 0.67 after deducting 
foray children and wife, 

Next (hing, b thinks the age lint ought ta be dropped. PE ware ts 
when TD ondlated, and fb Chink the age timit ought to I dropped, and 
give Che men between 18 and £1 the option to come dato the armed 
forces fora your of Urnining or whatever Gime limit you sot anytime 
durhiage thin Seyonu poriod, Thin is haved on talldng to parents and 
(niking to the boya, and fF think it would be better for you and 
hotter for the country if we would drop the age linit. 0 aim not 
nguined wetting ZA yenrs at Che fop, but Edo think the bottom should 
go down and that those boys between 18 and 21, a4 soon as they cone 
oul of high achool, or the frst your in college if you will, and’ before 
they yet adjusted, and before they pet jobs, belane they are set, hofore 
they havi all thin neniority and the rout. of it that goes with the set- 
up today, Chose boys should be given the right. to take (raining. and if 
necesmiry to bo inducted into the service Hf they want to. Take any 
one of thoxe 3 yours in there up to 21, allow them to make their choice, 
but. cortainly ro the age limit and bring thess boys in, because, 
ax the gonoral said to you, somo of the best soldiers you have got are 
down in thoxe age fimits, all of us who have children who sre tow 
in the service were probably of quite young age when we went in. 

The Coamaan, Will the gentleman pardon me there? IT do not 
want. to dimit, you on time, but there are at least 2% different sugges- 
tions for amendments ponding before this committes on thia bill, 
and what we are trying to determine here is whether or not thes 
sclocteos that are now in shall be kept in. That is tho ise. 

Mr. Mummy, And what J am trying to point ont to you-— 

The Ciamman (intorposing). We have all these questions to settle 
here harenfter, 

Mr, Crason. T think the witness should be allowed to finish his 
statemont, Mr, Chairman, 

Mr. Murray, What I am trying to get in front of you is that I am 
not. asking you to drop one thing without having something put in 
its place, I say to you that I think the majority of the young men 
that I know would be willing if you were fair and square with them 
in the Army as you are fair and square with the fellows outside, you 
would be willing to serve in the Ney and would have no trouble 
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with enlistmont. I think you would got enlistments, 1 believe that 
undor this sot-up Tam offering hore, if you place it in effect, you 
would hardly neod golective gorvico at all, oxcopt to just classify 
these follows, so they would know whore they are. Like tho tax- 
payer, if he does not pay, his taxes, ho knows his property will be 
sold, If they do not yo in, they will know they will be inducted, 
but. F think you will have all the enlistinents needed, 

What Tam trying to got in front of you is that what you need is 
enlisted men, to have it so set up that you will have the highest 
morale, and while you are making these changes you will mako them 
in an orderly fashion thus building up a fine young army, 

As far as these boys that are in are conceal | say keep your 
word to them. If you feol that you want to oxtend the poriod for 
draftees do not make it retronctive, T was sitting back here where 
T could not seo your faces, and TL do not know who was talking, 
but somebody said you can go ahead and induct immediately sufficient 
mon to take the places of the men that are moving out of the service, 
Keep your contract with the boys, just like wo have to keap our 
contracts under these various laws that you pass, that aro not made 
retronctive, Keep your contract. with those boys, Set. this army up 
in tho manner in which it should be set up, Allow them to onlist, 
and [think you will get a great. number of them. Then make the 
new Selective Service Act correct, not. a hodge-podge thing, but 
mako it so that it will give the Army the thing it wants, and have 
it so that it moves on from this point. 

IT thank you gentlemen, 

Mr. Harness. Just one question, Mr. Chairman, In other words, 
you think that inasmuch as the peril to this country is not any 
groator than it was whon this act was passed, we owe to the mon and 
to the parents an obligation to keep faith with them and let them go 
home after the end of this year’s training, but we can now amend the 
act so that those now inductees will understand that they are taken 
in for the duration of whatover emergency may develop? ‘That is 
what you want us to undorstand ? 

Mr. Murray. Yes, sir, With this added thought: If you do fix 
up the other things, you will have no trouble as to their onlisting. 

Mr. Harness, And your thought about the pay is, coming from 
South Bend, Ind., for example, men working in the Studebaker plant 
making high wages—— 

Tho CHamman (interposing). How much? 

Mr. Harness. Well, I do not. know how much they make—$150 
to $200 » month? 

Mr. Murray, I would say thoy will average $150 a month, 

Mr, Harness, And the boy who is taken away from his job and 
put in the Army is dissatisfied because he knows that others of his 
age, Just as qualified to be in the Army as ho is, are making that $150 
a month, while he is serving in the Army at $21 a month? 

Mr. Murray. That is right. 

Mr. Harness. Therefore he is not. satisfied with his lot. He fools 
that he would be discriminated against by the Government if forced 
him to servo beyond the year, when our country is not any more 
imperiled than it was when the act was adopted by Congress, 
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Mr. Murnay. T would like to make this remark on that, Mr. 
Chairman. ‘Tho lndy that cleans up our place where we have our 
offices and rooms was speaking the other day and said: “My nephew 
is Working in Kingsburpg”—that is the sholl-londing plant in LaPorte 
County—fand he made $127.50." My wife snys, “Well, my good- 
ness, how long does he work¢” Sho snid, “Ten hours a day.” “Well, 
my boy works 14 hours a day.” “But,” she said, “he is a steam- 
fitter, Ho is trained.” And my wifo says, “Yes, so is our boy 
trained and they are college students and they are in the arm 
working for $21 a month.” Your nephew is loading a shell, or is 
indirectly responsible for loading a shell that my boy must fire, 
Now, why should your nephew get $127.50 a week while my boy 
rots br a Wook ¢ 

Mr. Harness, Mr, Chairman, I have known Mr. Murray for a long 
time, and I know he is reliable, one of our outstanding citizens. He 
represents one of the finest groups of people in the country. 

‘ho Ciamman, Nobody is questioning that, Mr. Harness, I 
would like to get through with the hearing, however, 

Mr. Crason, FE would like to know some more about. this proposition 
of yours, You feel that. this aet should be amended so as to provide 
some financial arrangement which would take care of the inequality 
or injustice which you feel is being perpetrated on these boys that og 
in the service? 

Mr. Munrnay. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Cason. Now, you would have this money available not only for 
the inductees but for everybody who is serving in the Army? 

Mr, Murray. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Harten. Will the gentloman from Massachusetts permit) an 
interruption? 

Mr. Crason. Yes, 

Mr. Harren, This sort of » balancing plan, believe you are familiar 
with it? 

Mr. Crason, Yes, it is over in the Senate now. If the gentleman 
from Ohio classes the soldiers in that situntion, of course, [ disagree 
with him, I feel that these hoya ought to be treated fairly; that they 
ought. to get more money, and I think that the parents have reason in 
fo position, Tf the gentleman from Ohio does not, of course, he and I 
disngreo, 

Mr, Harter. We raised their pay, you know, Mr, Clason. 

Mr. Cuason, ‘Well, that is a point. Do you think the soldiers ave 
overpuid at the present time? 

Mr, Murray, 1 think they are underpaid. 

Mr. Crason, And your idea would be to give them what would 
amount to $100 a month, in addition to their present pay, setting aside 
thit sum of money to be given to them in monthly installments after 
they left the service ¢ 

Mr, Murray, Unless they had dependents, and if they had depend- 
ents, take care of the dependents out of the additional pay. 

Mr, Martin. Is it your idea that that $100 would be in addition to 
che Dissent pay or would that be the total? 

r. Munray, My notes indicate that I said $40 a month, and then 
$60 to be deposited, which would make a total of $100, and then their 
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clothing and othor things would bo da addition, which T think: would 
runout toa total of 8160 0 month, 

Mr, Cragon, That $10 paymont you say will amount to 8160 a month 
por mant 

Mv. Mornay, With clothing and everything, you 

Mr. Chagon, And so far as inductees are concerned, that would ho 
$110 a month, and with 600,000 of then thet would be about 66,000,000 
vw month, and for 12 months sorvies it would be around 3702,000,000 
au year? 

fy, Mumay, Yes, alr. 

Mr, Cragon, And that ds, in view of the bills which wo are consider: 
ing at. present, around 8 billion, and the one that is coming up a couple 
of wooks from new, 8 er 10 hitlion more, Chat would be comparatively 
amull on the most Important phase of our Army, would it not? 

Mr, Murray, Mr. Clason, PF will say this, that if you do not have 
tho soldiors you do not have anything. ‘Tho soldier ts the mainstay of 
it all, yot ho is the follow that is down hore at the bottom, carrying, this 
ontive lond that you ave building up and up, and yoru are even poing 
80 fay as to issue bonds which, when he comes out of the service, ho 
mut help to pry off, pay this torrible cost that hag been built up while 
ho was at the albu dlis main support of the whole thing, and potting 
ee you might say, 

Mr, Suumnaat. What ix the position of your tax axsociation on thin? 

My, Murray, Our tax association feols that wo want a good amny. 
Naturally, these poople boing property people, aro intoreated in having 
a good army to defend us. They are willing to pay tho froight, 
Thoy holieve there ave billions of dollars that are boing spent through- 
out the United States in the vavious activities of government. that 
can bo saved, give us bettor governmont and take cave of these boys. 

Tho Cramaan, Thank you very much, Mr, Murray. 

Mr. Enaston, Just one question, Mr, Chairman, I think you 
have contributed a good many thoughts to the comnittes, although 
T disagree with some of the things you have snid. Have you visited 
ay of tho camps that these boys are inf 

fv. Murray. Yos, sir. 

Mr. Eosuston, Did I undorstand you to say that the morale was 
very low in theso camps? Is that your impression from visiting 
tho camps? 

Mr. Murray. No. What I meant to say was that since this thin 
has como up, whore it. looks like they are going to be kept add'tiona 
time, tho moralo has beon lowored, very materially lowered. I have 
nowspapers hore from camps, printed in the camps, which I will be 
willing to give you, which indicate that the men in the camp under- 
stoad t rey were going to be discharged in a year, and they aro trying 
to say what. they think about it in their newspaper, hoping that 
the paper will got into your hands, and maybe you will see it and 
understand, 

Mr, Epniston. There is a regiment of our National Guard at 
Fort Benjamin Harrison, and I was out there a few weeks ago and 
visited them. I thought the morale was high, as high as any group 
of soldiors I had ever seen. 

Mr. Murray. Well, I am speaking of what is coming home to the 
mothers and fathers when you get them together. What these boys 
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kay whon they come home, as to thoir general attitude, Boldly they 
ny (hiss “Uf the Govermmont will not keep its word with ws, what 
in one word wortht Tf great, big men like that won't keep their 
word, Why should a boy Heine worry?” EF think Chat ia a breaking 
down of morale whon you hear mon talk dike that, 

Mr, Enastaron. J think you have got a very good thought on 
obviating another bonus campaign, but another Chonugdit that occurs 
tomo ia that the bonus came way too Inte to do us any good. Et 
should have como in 1019, when we wore discharged, ‘The man ought 
to have had the money when hoe got out of the Army and was goin 
back into civilinn difo. Tn that reorganization of hin life. he nods 
tho money thon and not 15 years later, 

Mr. Munnay, May To amplify your remarks by a personal expe. 
rienced When Fo was discharged from the Marine Corps 7 lind 
only $76, Thad a wife and ono child, and another one in September, 
That waa all Lhad when Twas discharged, Civilian suits wore solling 
for $75 each, 1 wanted to go into selling, and T had to dress rather 
woll, #0 if Thad paid cash T would have bean broke, but. J talked to 
the atore man about and hoe saya “Keep your money to eat with,” 
and T never will forgot that, We tried to Agave out menu of things 
ko wo could atoek up and dost Gl my first sale was made and my 
frst commigsion came ing and we only had $10 left’ when wo got 
around to thinking about that, and on the way to the store T dost 
tho $10, Loam just tolling you that because when T think of my 
exporionce coming home from tho service it places ine in the position 
of saying “Take care of the boy while he is in tho service, Build 
up his morale, Give ud a good army, a fine army and they will be 
ood c'tizens after they are discharged,” 

My. nnasron, #60 bonus would not even buy him a suit of clothes 
in 1910, 

Mr, Munnay. That is right, 

Mr, Suorr, J think that ae of what. provision we might 
make now, thoy will ask for the bonus and pension later anyway. 

Mr, Martin. Ono question, Mr. Chairman, Have you any idea 
what. percentage of these draftees. would) yoluntari y enlist for 
oxtonded service if their pay were adjusted along the lines that you 
have supgosted ? 

The Cuamaan, I do not know, and T do not know whether the 
witness does or not, 

Mr, Munray. In talking to the mon, about 50 percent seem willing 
to take increased pay and stay in the service, and about 50 percent 
of them say “No. 

(Mr. Murray submitted the following clippings from the Camp 
Shelby Roveillo:) 


(From the Camp Shelby Reveille} 


We have been kept somewhat In a dither in recent weeks by the news 
reports that emanate from Washington and such places where the powers 
that be hang out. One week, the word comes that {t's practically In the bag 
that we will be out of the Army fn a year. 

No sooner had we worked up to a good case of wishful thinking than the 
man who runs this army recommended that we continue to impose on Uncle 
Sam's hospitality for more than the expected year. Oh, well, We must 
remember to shop around for that book about Pollyanna that our mother used 
to read to us. 
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Vat Kxtna YAW 
(Brom the Ono Hundred and Twenty-fourth Cavalry Nows, Fort Ble, ‘Tex.) 


“AN FE want to do fa gorve my year and get out of tho Army.” 

A good many of us avo saylug Chat nowadays, Tt isn't an adiilssion of 
maladjustmont to tho Army, it's Hunt t_natural statement from a man taken 
out of a good job, separated from family, friends, and personal freedom and 
placed In military service. 


Tho Ciramaean, Our next witness is Morwin K. Hart of New York, 
Ho has asked for 20 minutes, ‘That is all the time we can give 
you, Mr. Hart. 


STATEMENT OF MERWIN K. HART, OF NEW YORK 


Mr. Harr, Mr. Chairman and gontlomon, I have somo formal 
remarks which I will filo with the conunittes. 

Tho Cuamaan, ‘They will bo prin - in the record, 

Mr. Hann, And I would like t= =. ‘eo a few comments on that 
atatoment, 

Tho Cuamnman, Will you tell us who you are and what your busi- 
noss is, Whom you represent? 

Mr. Harr, My name is Merwin K. Hart. To appear as a private 
citizen at my own oxponse, incidentally, and on my own time I 
Will be glad to answer any questions in connection with myself, if 
you would like to ask them, 

Tho Catamaran, You may go ahead. 

Mr, Harr, I was in tho last war for some 18 months, and am not 
entirely without military ererene though it was not much, 

I anit with a great deal of what the three generals have said. 
T realize perfectly that if there is an emergency as great as is 
claimed, then we certainly have got to have these outfits of ours 
efficient. It may bo that the emergency is as great as has been 
stated, though I personally doubt it. If it is as great as is stated, I 
think it is an emergency manufactured in this country and not. one 
that is forced on us from abroad, 

Since preparing this statement I have filed, Mr. Chairman, I 
have seen the resolution that I undorstand was yestorday sent by 
the War Department. to the Congress, and I want. to say that in the 
form that it now is I am entirely against it. The language declaring 
that a national emorgency exists is one that I feel perfectly confident 
would be taken full advantage of by those influential in the admin- 
istration who seem bent at all hazards on involving this country 
in_ war. 

I would like to remind the committee of a few of the events of the 
last 2 years. We had our Noutrality Act 2 years ago at this time, 
and the proposal was put up to the American people that we must 
aid Britain by selling arms for cash, never anything more, and that. 
was voted by this Congress. Then it was put up to us that we must 
aid them more, but “short of war.” And we passed onto that stage. 

As is well known, in the political campaign last fall both candi- 
dates for the Presidency ais it reared clear that we would never 
send our boys to foreign wars. If anything was made clear in the 
campaign, it was that. 
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Then the lease-lond bill was brought forward, and about that time 
the phrase “short of war” passed out of currency and we were then 
told that wo must. give fall aid to Britain, with no reference what- 
ever to “short. of war” 

Then, although nothing that Pocan find in’ the Jease-lend law 
provides for it, or requires it, wo were told that it is not enough to 

urnish the goods and lay them down on the barrel head or at the 
dock, or wherever you please, but we must deliver them to her, even 
if convoy in required, 

More recently the Secretary of the Navy has como out openly in 
favor of a “shooting war? in the Athintic, and now this proposal 
is browght forward, this resolution, which is in the papers this 
morning, and which would clearly, it: seems to me, fale law the 
bars, following which FE have no questions whatever that the ad- 
ministration would take us further toward war, if not over the 
brink into war, And tho next thing will be that. the Congresy 
will bo formally asked, and with that same statement we alweys 
have, that it must be done quickly because of the emergency-~it will 
be asked to authorize the sending of our Army outside the Western 
Hemisphere, 

Mr, Crason, Will you pause there for a question? Would you 
say that the first provision in this resolution as now introduced gives 
the President the power to do that if he sees fit? Tt says “use the land 
armed forces of the Regular Army of the United States in the 
national defense.” No limitation whatever, 

Mr. Harr, [tis not. expressly there, Congressman. 

Mr. Crason. But it is there by inference. 

Mr. Harr, T would not be a bit surprised if it: was there by infer- 
ence, Mr. Chairman, it seems to mo that there can be spelled out 
of the events of the last 18 months to 2 years nothing less than a 
conspiracy on the part of persons influential with the administration 
to drag this country into war. We have been egged on by theses 
of what T think are deceit, and those theses are such as I have men- 
tioned to you, 

Tat. me say in passing, Mr. Chairman, I do not have exact. con- 
fidence in polls, If there had been only one poll taken of public 
opinion in the United States about this country going to war, and 
if that had shown, even by a Jarge majority, that the people were 
opposed to going to war, T do not think It would be necessarily 
conclusive, but there have been not one poll but many polls. There 
have been the Gallup polls, which have shawn consistently time after 
time that the people are about 4 to 1 against the United States get- 
ting into the war. The Daily News, operating in New York City— 
incidentally, with the largest circulation, I understand, of any news- 
paper in any town—and T have no contact with it—limiting its 
poll to the state of New York, reached 174,000) persons, more than 
7 percent of whom said “No” to the question “Shall the United 
States enter the war to help Great Britain defeat Hitler?” 

Now, in that area certainly propaganda has been about as fast 
and hard as anywhere in the Unitec States, and yet only 30 percent 
of the people are willing to see the United States enter the war to 
help Britain defeat Hitler. 
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Tt haa beon said by some pooploI heard ft intimated by somo- 
ono before the Senate committes a week ago——last Monday, [1 think 
it was-—that many of the people did not. know, they were not. familiar 
enough with what was going on. Well, in conneetion with that, 
the Gallup poll conducted a poll with those sted in Who's Who, 
or a cross section of them, ana come to find out, 65 percont. of those 
wore aginst our going into the war, and 45 porcent were for it. 
Showing that oven in that. selected list, a very ere part. of whom, 
no donbt, are college professors, most of whom are interested in 
our getting into the war, nevertholess, only 45 percent were for it. 

Whut would we go to war fort Mr. Chairman, wo are told it 
is because of the mennco of totalitarianism. Now, totalitatianism 
is nothing in the world but the concentration of power in the execu. 
tive, and with that deflnition, with which T think no one can quarrel, 
I maintain that. we in tho United States in the past 8 years have 
built up ono of the most powerful, strongest totalitarian governmonts 
thore is in the world today, and the claim that wo should go to war 
to dofond democracy becomes simply a hollow pretense, 

I might mention, Mr. Chairman, two things hut Mr. David Taw. 
renee has called attention to in his recent: weok’s issue, Twill just 
enumerato them: 

1. Usurpation of legislative power by I, C. C. over radio stations. 
I need not. go further into that. You recall what T referred to, 

ie other thing: Danger to private utility industry by national 
rolicy. 

: Tho Cuamaan, Ho bas an article in this week's Star on that sub- 
ject, and T read it and [agree with everything ho srid, What is the 
uso taking up our time with that? 

Mr. Harv, I just called your attention to that. Iam not going 
to read them, 

Now, as I said before, wo are told that in many of these matters 
that como up there is need for haste. In this case hore the message 
of the President, and I think certain other remarks made by Gen- 
eral Marshall, were to the effect that two-thirds of the members 
of the troops would have to be replaced, and the implication was 
that that would have to be done fairly soon unless this bill were 
immediately passed, and of course, the figures have been published 
since then showing that it will be N ember before the term of 
service of any of theso troops expires, thon something less than 
14,000 less than 6,000 in Decombor, and then tho number mounts 
through the following winter months, So it would seem certain that 
plenty of time could be taken to discuss the thing thoroughly in 
the light of the situation today. 

It scems to me, Mr. Chairman, that the whole picture is changed 
by the coming of Soviet Russia into the war in the first place, as 
has been hinted here already, Russia coming in is certainly occupying 
Germany and is going to weaken Germany. 

The Cnamaan. As a matter of fact, did not Hitler go in to 
Russia instead of Russia coming in? 

Mr. Harr. Well, I did not mean to imply that Russia was the 
aggressor. 

Mr. Suorr. Your idea, Mr. Hart, is that they are growing weaker 
over there as we are growing stronger over here? 
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Mr, Harr, They are Ratt weaker as wo grow stronger, But 
any situation that would ally this country on the sido of Soviet 
Russin would bo, in the light of our oxperienes here with the Com- 
munist activities in the United States, nothing short of groteeque. 
Wo havo had four of five—in fact, I huve got six investigations here 
listed in the past 20 years, of which tho latest is the Dies cominittee, 
all of thom bipartisan, four national and two State, and every one 
of them making a unanimous menor finding great. activity here on 
the part of reprounntari vey of the Soviet Government seeking to 
overthrow the Government of the United States. So that if we wero 
going to go into war now on the side of Great Britain wo would be 
an ally of Russia, and I think without doubt the result would be 
that if we won, which wo might not do—that is always possible— 
wo would find ourselves, probably, under the influence of the phi- 
loxophy of communism, as would Britain also, and T think that would 
not. be entirely to the dislike of a good many of those who at the 
present time are trying to get. ws into the war, 

Mv. Chairman, that is the substance of what I want to say. General 
Reckord said the object of the American Army and openne our. 
solves for war was to protect the American way of liter I believe 
the way to protect the American way of life is to withdraw from 
tho constant furthor penetration into the forcign affairs of other 
nations, 

We hear many stories, much gossip about the extent to which the 
equipment of the United States Government has been sent to other 
countrics, notably to Britain. 

Tho Cuamsman, Mr. Hart, I do not want to interrupt you, except 
for tho fact that. are 27 members of this committee and 26 of them 
are opposed to the war, and we have all of those facts, and if you 
would like, we will be glad to print whatever manuscript you have 
in the record, but unless you have something else outside of your 
written document, I suggest that you let that go into the record and 
we will print it. : 

Mr, Hart, Mr. Chairman, in view of the lateness of the hour I will 
just stop right here. 

The Cuamsman. No; I do not want you to do that, if you have 
something further to present. 

Mr. Harr. No; I have concluded what I had to say. I will be 
ay glad to answer any queens: 

The Cruairsan. Are there any questions by the committee? Thank 
you very much, Mr. Hart. Your statement has been very interesting 
and we apreciate it. 

(Mr. Hart submitted the following paper :) 


Remarks BeroreE Houses CoMMITrEs ON MILITARY AFFAIRS ON THE PROPOSAL TO 
EXTEND BEYOND ONE YEAR THE Pertop oF SERvVIcK O¥ DRAFTEYS AND NATIONAL 
GUARDSMEN 


(By Merwin K. Hart of New York, appearing as a private citizen, July 25, 1941) 


I am fn favor of taking all necessary steps for the defense of our country. 
Hence, solely for the purpose of defense, I favor retention In the Army of those 
men, whether draftees or National Guardsmen, whom the responsible Army 
authorities belleve absolutely necessary for defense. 

It is iny understanding of General Marshall's statement before this committee 
that he favors returning to civil life such of the present draftees or National 
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Qutuntamoen aa can possibly be spared. And T bellove, because of what [consider 
to bo the state of public opinion, (hat in Hne with the above thought, as many ag 
Possible should be returned, 

Tho Army is up agatnst a adlfleult problem, tn view of the implied, if not 
oxpresaed: promixe to the men that the pertod of service was to be 1 year, 
But oven this promise must ylold te (he necerssitles of natlonnal defense, 

But tam wholly opposed to nny action by this Congress with respect to this 
matter that will encourage tho administration (to get us into war PF helleve, 
therefore, that whatever the form of DI or resolution to be adopted by this 
Congress authorising the retention of these men, or Kome of them, beyond 4 
year, It should contain a clear statement that nono of the troops of the United 
Statea shall for aby purpose be sent outside the Western Hemisphere wiless and 
ntl this Congress has declared war, 

Touree thts provision because TE boltove that uoless the Congress speaks in 
tmaixtakable terms, the war party tn the administration will take advantage 
of the act or resolution and construe tt in such a way asd to dane thts country 
even tardies, and posalbly over the briuk, Into war, 

The oxtstlag provishons of daw Hmltlng the service of draftees: and Nattonal 
Guardamen to ft year untess Congress declare “that the national interosat ts 
fraperfed” was tnetuded presumably because without that provision Congress 
Would ave refused to puss the DHL bls was on plece of decelt toward the 
people, And this tk only ene of many pleces of decelt. of which the war purty 
is eh gullty, and by whieh members of this Congress have undoubtedly been 
milaled, 

The people are overwheluingly for national defense, ‘Thin Conuress has 
Qppropriated many biions of dollars for the purpose of national defense. But 
If the polls, natlonal and otherwise, whieh have been taken since the war broke 
out, now nearly 2 years neo, mean anything, the people remain overwhelmingly 
opposed to our country entering the war, 

AN members of this committee are familiar with these polls, which show the 
American people as opposed to entrance into the war, by anywhere from 2 to 
1 te 2 foo he most recent: poll by a comiuittce of educators and others, 
headed by President: Hutchins of the University of Chicago, showed the people 
standing 4 te tin opposition, 

The poll of the Daily Nows of New York City, published In fts issue of duly 
UW, shows that of more than 174,000 persons polled within the State of New 
York, more than 7 percent sald “No” fa answer to the question, “Shatl the 
United States enter the war to help Britain defeat Ttler?? thin from New 
York, perhaps the greatest hotbed of war propaganda in the United Stites, cer. 
tainly should give us pause, Is Congress going to let this country be dragged 
into Rurope’s war tn the face of such evidence ? 

This oA of necessity raises vital questtons, ineluding even the question of the 
continued existence of our present form of overnment. Spokesmen= for the 
adintnistration say the people of the United States are threatened by totall- 
turlanism, the threats being represented by Germany and her altles. 2 am, and 
aiways have been, utterly opposed to the totalitarianism of Germany, But 
totalidarianism Is merely the concentration of power In the executive. It stands 
du contrast to the distribution of power Iald down by the Federal Constitution 
between the legislative, the executive, and the judicial branches. 

And while the administration and its spokesmen have preached constantly 
of democracy, the administration has actually been building up a totaulltarlanisn 
hore in the United States. The President really admitted this when he said 
in his messnge to the Congress us far back as January 3, 1986: 

“They realize (he was apparently speaking of the bus ness leadera of the 
country) that in 34 menths we have built up new instruments of public power. 
In the hands of a people's government this power Is wholesome and proper. 
But tn the hand of political puppets of an economie autecracy such power would 
provide shackles for the liberties of the people.” 

Ta my opinion, and that of a multitude of people, this admintstration has, 
through these “new instruments of public power,” provided the very “shackels 
for the liberties of the people” thnt the President said would result if these 
powers were in other hands. 

No better illustration of this can be mentioned than the recent case of one 
Doyle, who, because he favored a resolution to investigate Communist activities 
in the National Maritime Union, was fired out of his unton, thereby losing his 
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Job with his employer, witeh happened to be the Government of the United 
States, For Jt appears there: wae an agreement: of some sort) (sald) to be 
entlrely unlawful) between the National Marithne Union and thts partloular 
part of the Government, Ghat the Government would hire none but members of 
the Natlonal Marltfie Unton, 

We have come a long way toward totalitarianism since Mr. Roosevelt uttered 
Ids words of Jantney W380, And it ts characterIntie that much of this bus 
been done furtively. Oo has been slipped over on ous, as it were, This lus 
happened again and again, Bome such attempts hove been mude and frute 
trated because the plans leaked: out and became publle, But much now Jaw 
of u tyrannical kind tine been put through. Within recent: weeks, by a xhort 
tocndinent Ko phrased Chat i was sot understandable by the general publle, 
and whose trac meaning, Foam advised, was not understood by most meinbers 
of the Congress, additional powers were granted by this Congress to the 
Government with respect to ageleuiture, asin result of which agrleulture, tho 
user! Klingle Industry do the athlon, WU he brought under complete government 
control, 

TP bolleve, and Paunderstand many others betleve, that (here ia not the remotest 
chance Chat ifs control wil) be abandoned after the war, 

There is only one fuference to draw from the events of recent years, namely, 
that there oxists among Ghose qost powerful with the adimloistration, a con- 
aplracy to do away with the Amerlenn form of government and fo set up 
a totalltariiofsm form dn ita stead. In the Ught of this, the Incessant preach 
nents bout democracy are dhe holloweast sham, 

And, Just aa ft belleve Chere da a conspiracy to take us over inte a totalltartan 
form of government, xo Hkewlse EP betleve Chere is a) consplracy to get ous 
into (his war Toam= forced te the conclusion that) our entrance into the 
war js, In the minds of those dn the adiuntoistration who are molding the 
polley, secondary to the objective of settlag up a fotalitarlan government of 
thelr own brand. The war powers of the Constitution, so eagerly Invoked by 
these men, are welcome to them who da the oame of democracy are converting 
this country to a dexpot’sm. 

I note the feverish effort: to extend Government: control over the people, 
hla control ts belong extended at the fustance of men who are supremely 
confident (hey Know what ia good for the people better than the people them: 
atlyes. ‘To borrow oa phrase from this very group, they no deabt consider 
the people are “tuo diana dtanb" to understand what ta good for them. Perhaps 
(hid eagerness to rush ys into rigid controls is merely a childish desire to set 
up fn Amerlea bigger and better fetters than Chose employed in Britain herself, 
But, more Ukely, It is part of the coucerted movement desigued and carried out 
by these men for the purpose of keeuring control over the people, utterly 
contrary to the spirit, ff not the letter, of the Constitution, 

Those considerations were deserving of serlous thought by the Amerlean 
people and by this Congress down to June 21, 11, on which date Germany 
Riddenly attacked Russia. Tnimediately Mr. Winston Churchill announced that 
Britaln would extend all afd to Russia, President Roosevelt) bas since an- 
nounced that fn effect we would do Hkewlse, 

Now, therefore, since we have announced that the purpose of afd to Britain 
iy to destroy the totalitarian menace tn urope, we would, If we actually 
backed Soylet Russia, convict ourselves of one of the greatest stupiditles of 
all history, For if anything bas been demonstrated In: recent years, It is the 
faet that Soviet Russta, utterly contrary to her treaty engagement of 1933, 
has been plotting to overthrow the Government of the United States, If necessary 
by force. 

While Germany is suspected, through the rather stupidly conducted German 
Bund and through her consular agents, to have stirred up Interest in the 
United States in the cause of the Nazis, yet, compared with Russian activitles 
over a period of mnuny years, anything that the Germans have attempted— 
eertainly anything they have accomplished—in the United States fades into 
(insignificance. 

These Russinn activitles have been the subject of many legislative tnvestiga- 
tions, including that of the Overmun committee of the Senate of the United 
States in 1919: the Lusk committee of the New York State Legislature in 1919 
and 1920; the Fish committee of the House of Representatives in 1930; the 
McCormick committee of the House fn 1934; and, more recently, the Dies 
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committee. Hach of these committees was bipartisan. Each of them made 
a unanimous report, and each of them found the facts to be precisely the 
game—-natinely, that the Communist Party of the United States, acting under 
direct Instructions from the Communist Internationale at Moscow, and sup- 
ported by that latter organization, has continuously exerted itself to the over- 
throwing of the Government of the United States by force and violence 
(or, more specifically, by the use of the general strike and armed uprising— 
see the Communist Internationale of February 1, 1034, p. 87), In violation of 
the penal laws thereof and of the rule of comity between supposedly friendly 
nations. That, In furtherance of that program Its agents have penctrated 
our public school systems, as revealed by the findings of the Rapp-Coudert 
committee of New York; into many of our churches, as revealed by the reports 
of the committecs mentioned; and into onr various labor organizations. None 
of this is hearsay. All of it has been proved beyond reasonable doubt by 
documentary evidence. 

From this thoroughly established record, it must be apparent to anyone that 
the proposed policy of the administration, In giving ald and comfort to the 
Soviet Unton, is a polley which gives aid and comfort to an actual enemy of 
the United States and as such makes all the claims of defeuse of democracy 
an utter sham. 

In sum, then, natfonal defense being the greatest need of the day, for the 

sole purpese of national defense the period of service of draftees and gunrdsmen 
should be extended, with such proper classes of exceptions as General Marshalt 
and the appropriate committees of Congress nay agree upon. 
» But, in my opinion, our national existence is threatened not only by forces 
from overseas, but from within. The House of Representatives lias told what 
ft thought of Communist activities in the United States by its constant 
mnforitles in favor of a continuance of the activities of the Dies committee. T 
take it that the Senate would not greatly differ from the views of the House. 
I believe, {f this country should now ally itself with Soviet Russia, that when 
the war ended, even ff Brituln, Russia, and the United States should win, we 
would find both Britain and the United States dominated by Marxism, Com- 
munism would have conquered the world, even sooner than it expected, . I have 
Httle confidence in the thought, uttered by Winston Churchill and by some fn 
the United States, that we can be for Russia but against communism. 
Communist influence with someone In the administration is today so strong that 
the Seaman Doyle, of whom I spoke before, was discharged by the Government 
because a Communiat-controlled unfon threw him out. Can it be supposed thit 
ecommunism'’s influence In the United States would be any less after we and 
Sovict Russia had as allies fought a successful war? 

In my opinion, the key to the situation fs for Congress to renew its complete 
control of the power to dedare war, including in that the power to commit this 
nation to policies that are certain, or even likely, to invulve us in war, For, 
if the power to declare war means anything, it includes the power to prevent 
our getting into war. If there extsts a hlatus between the sole power of Congress 
to declare war, and the sole power of the President to be Commander-in-Chief, 
that twilight zone should be under the contrel of Congress rather than the 
President. 

Partly, to that end, I urge the Congress, in legislating to permit the retention 
of men really needed for our defense, to state clearly that no American troops 
will be sent oversens. This would but put into law the promise made hy the 
President to the people when he was un candidate for reelection last fall. 

The people, through many unoffictal polls, have unmistakably sald they are 
opposed to our country entering the war. It is the duty of this Congress, if it 
does not accept the trend of these polls, to poll the people offictally itself 
before it permits this country to involvement in this war. 

Can you gentlemen, who belfeve in democracy, do anything else? 


The Cuarman. Mr. Thomas J. Reardon, of Hartford, Conn., wishes 


to make a statement. Have you a written document you would like 
to file, Mr. Reardon? 
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STATEMENT OF THOMAS J. REARDON, UNITED STATES CONSTITU- 
TION DEFENSE FOUNDATION, HARTFORD, CONN. 


Mr. Reanvon, I have some figures here that I would like to give the 
committee that I picked up as the generals from the army testified. I 
think they are important. ; 

The CHairnman, Very well. We will give you a few minutes. It is 
very late. 

Mr. Rearnon. I realize that, but the time was given and I respect 
the knowledge of the men who know how to conduct war as an army. 
Now, I want to give you the figures so you will understand those 
figures: , 

© aon as of July 26, 1940, on hand: aay none at all, to speak of, 
That was the date in 1940 that we were talking of an army that we 
needed. Now, the condition and emergency that existed at that time 
left us without any of the men that we have acquired in the past 
year under the act we passed at that time. So that as of July 25, 
1941, we have improved that situation very much. By July 2, 1942, 
we will have improved it considerably more, because we will have 
those that we let out at the end of the year’s service in reserve, and 
we will have followed through with supplies, and you have your 
800,000 uncalled for. 

So in the mathematical figures that are furnished to you by the 
Army there is no discrepancy in the necessary men, but the 
discrepancy is in the shortage of material on that side of the ledger. 

The Cuamsan, You mean fighting equipment, munitions and things 
of that kind? 

Mr. Rearpon. That is admitted, that the production of arms has 
not been equal to the men that you have called to arms, In the mean- 
time, the figures that were furnished you by those men, an analysis 
of that, and a keen analysis of the facts and the figures before you, 
will give you this answer: There is no need of any additional time 
being taken from the men who are to leave at the end of their year’s 
service, because they came in at periods and they leave at periods and 
in pmoune and in number that, when you examine it, all dovetails in 
together. 

ow, one point that General Hershey made, I believe—he spent some 
little time reading about the act that we passed a year ago, and ‘he 
explained the law of the act. Now, here is the point in this whole 
act that brings up a question that has not been answered, and it is 
a ars of the duty of a citizen of the United Staies of America 
to his country. It is under that duty and that is the only allegiance 
that you are demanding his service, and you demand that he serve 
a year, and you said it would be that unless the emergency increased, 
or the peri]. The danger was accepted at that time without any back- 
round that you have acquired in the year, and the danger has not 
increased, and you certainly have further implemented your defense, 
as far as your men go, and you have not equaled it with your 
equipment, 

Now, the point that is important all through this whole matter is 
the procedure of Congress in suspending the provisions of the Consti- 
tution;.and by so doing you have legalized the unconstitutional use 
of the men and material of our country, because on page 3, article 
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ITI, section E, you say “The Western Hemisphere.” Now, you get into 
the question of the legality of the use of our troops. ‘The Western 
Homisphere was included in that paragraph, based on the theory that 
the Monroe Doctrine was a law of the land. The Monroe Doctrine 
is no more a law of this Government. to be respected than the third 
term was a Jaw of this land for us to respect in the last convention 
and election, 

To properly implement that statement, and just as General Davis 
covered it very thoroughly in his prepared statement, I enter for you, 
and I will only read part of it to you and leave the rest of it with 
the clerk—the founders of our Government were familiar with the 
history of tho struggle for liberty and they made secure in a written 
constitution every right which the people had wrested from power 
during a contest of ages. Those great and good men foresaw that 
troublous times would nrise and that the principlos of constitutional 
liberty would be in peril unless established by irrepealable law. 

The Constitution of the United States is a law for rulers and 
people, equally in war and in peace, and covers with the shield of its 
protection all classes of men at all times and under all circumstances 
Ko doctrine involving more pernicious consequences was ever invented 
by the wit of man than that any of its provisions can be suspended 
during any of the great exigencies of government, Such a doctrine 
Jeads directly to anarchy or despotism. Wicked men, ambitious of 
power, with Tiatved of liberty and contempt of law, may fill the place 
ence occupied by Washingion and Lincoln. Our fathers knew that 
unlimited power was especially hazardous to free men. 

That. is a citation from Justice David Davis of the United States 
Supremo Court. That explains the wording and intent of the Con- 
stitution. The implementing of that Constitution and the things 
that we have taken advantage of with that implementation shows 
the wisdom of our forefathers. They foresaw the condition we are 
in today, and if we speak of our way of life, then we come to thd 

orinciples that. they involve. Article V of the Constitution provides 
‘ov departure from our way of life. It is the process of adding addi- 
tional territory or additignal flags as an obligation of the citizens of 
the United States, and you know Congress has provided in that man- 
ner, and then Congress has legalized the unconstitutional use, when 
‘you say, in fact, you are pone to use it to defend countries in the 
Vestorn Hemisphere, and there is not a country in the Western 
Hemisphere that is qualified to or obliged to give you that in return. 
. On the 4th day of July of each year we celebrate the Declaration 
of Independence. There are those among us today who would have 
us declare a Declaration of Independence to support and implement 
their doctrine of international defense. We have national unity for 
riational defense. The doctrine of international defense has created 
the controversy and confusion that is in this country of ours today. 
Our duty as citizens of the United States is to defend the United 
‘States and its Territorial possessions, ‘This does not allow the defense 
of any other country, its possessions or its flag. 
‘The Cuainman, Thank you, sir. The-Committee will meet next 
Monday morning at 10:30 for the purpose of disposing of this matter. 
. (Whereupon, at 1:45 p. m., the Committee adjourned until 10:30 
a.m. Monday, July 28, 1941.) Peal eg haar 


PROVIDING FOR THE NATIONAL DEFENSE BY REMOV- 
' ING RESTRICTIONS ON NUMBERS AND LENGTH OF 
SERVICE OF DRAFTEES 


MONDAY, JULY 28, 1941 


House or Representatives, 
Comartrree ON Minrrary AFrairs, 
Washington, D. C. 


The comnittes met at 10:80 a, m., Hon. Andrew J. May (chairman) 
presiding. 

The Cuamman, The committee will be in order, 

The Chair would like to make a statement to the ladies who have 
come here this morning for the purpose of being heard on this legis- 
lation that the committee is extremely rushed for time. Wo have 
more than we can do in the time within which we have to do it, and 
this is very urgent legislation. - 

I have been submitted a list of seven names of ladies representing 
various committees and organizations throughout the country anc 
the commnittee has consented to hear either one lady who will repre- 
sent all in the group, or some four or five ladies a lesser time to 
discuss the bill. 

I have on this list Miss Cathrine Curtis, national chairman of 
the Woman’s National Committee to Keep the United States Out 
of War and of the Mothers’ National Executive Committee, of New 
York City. 

Also Mrs. Rosa M. Farber, acting national chairman of the Mothers 
of the United States of America, Detroit, Mich. 

Mrs. Ethel Groen, president of the Mothers of Sons Forum of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and others. 

The Chair would like very much to have you ladies, if you have 
written statements, submit those statements for printing in the record. 

How many of you have written statements? All of you who have 
statements written will you please stand? Fight. 

I think probably the best. way is to have the statements submitted 
so they can be printed in the record and they will appear as your 
testimony given before the committee. That will save your time 
and save the time of the committee, because if you start out to testify 
and read your statements it will consume 2 or 3 hours of our time 
and we just do not have that. time. 

Will that meet with your approval? 

Mrs, Fanser, It is not satisfactory, as far as I am concerned, be- 
cause I made a long trip here and I want to acquaint you with the 
fact that all of these people represent boys who by war regulations 
are not permitted to speak for themselves. 

The Cramsan, We all know that. 
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Mrs, Fanner. Wo represent. those boys who have not been heard. 
You have perhaps heard some people, and we would like the courtesy 
that is accorded everyone else Latins this committee, which I believe 
a gentlomen from Kentucky will not deny to a lady. 

‘ho Cuamaran, Just a moment. ‘There is not a committes in the 
Congress but. what has a very large percentage of its printed hear- 
ings innde up of written statements that are handed in and mado a 
patt of the record in order to save the time of the committes, And 
there are 435 Members of the House waiting for this legislation and 
wo havo got. to got it out. 

Mr. Snrorr. ET wonder if we cannot. hear them all if they will 
finish by 12. 

The Caamman, No. IT will recognize Miss Cathrine Curtis for 6 
minutes. You may be seated, if you wish, Miss Curtis. 

Miss Curtis, I have a prepared statement which is a document of 
some length, T have Billy come here from New York City so my 
trip is not so far, However these other people have come from 
Cincinnati, Detroit, and other distant points, 

Tho Cirauraran, Who do you represent? 

Miss Curtis, I am speaking officially for the Woman’s National 
Comittes to Keep the United States Out of War and for the 
Mothers National Executive Committee. 

Tho Coamaan. Of 536 Fifth Avenue, Now York? 

Miss Curtis, Yes. 

The Cramnan, You have a statement. in writing? 

Miss Curtis, Yes, may I finish my preliminary statement. first? 

Tho Cuaiman. Well, you may finish but do not speak for the 
others; speak for yourself! 

Miss Cuntis. Lam perfectly willing to file my statement with the 
committee, 

I would like to use a part. of the 6 minutes you have given me to 
tell you that you have given ample time to the military; they have 
not. been limited to any 5 minutes or to any 15 minutes or any half 
hour, They have come before you and said what they wanted to 
say without any hesitation or limitation as to time, I want to tell 
you that it is the public that. supplies the Army and pays for the 
maintenance of that Army and the maintenance of the Government, 
I think you are doing the people of this country a grent injustice if 
you do not give them ample opportunity to bo heard, as much time 
as you havo given the members of the military staff. 

The Cramman. Now, Miss Curtis 

Miss Curtis (interposing). Just. a minute. IT have not finished. 

Tho Crarmman. Well just a moment, Miss Curtis. 

Miss Cortis. T have not. finished with this statoment. I want. to 
complete this statement. and then I am through. 

Y do not think tho men on this committee realize the conditions as 
they exist. in the camps throughout this country. The mothers and 
fathers of these boys are in position—and one father is here today— 
to give the committee some valuable information and you ought not 
to shut them off with just a ee statement, because possibly they 
have not put in these printed statements much of the material thab 
you ought to know about. 
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L am not going to say anything more, Mr. Chairman, I am going 
to filo my statement and give the balance of my time to other people, 
and to urge you, Mr. Chairman, thet you give them the same con- 
sideration and the same opportunity to voice their opposition that 
you have given the military to voice their endorsement, 

Mr, Suaver, 1 want to know if you will include in your testimony 
the name of Mr. Clark who represented some organization in favor of 
the resolution. 

Mr. Tromason, And there were others representing fathers and 
mothers of the selectees who came here and testified at great length 
and voiced their opposition without. interruption, [ should say, for 
an hour or more. 

Mr, Suorr, They were not given the full time—— 

Mr. Suaren, And are you going to include them in your list-4 

Miss Cunrris, No; we aro not including him, because we have noth- 
ing to do with the organization that he represents, 

rv, Suonr, Why not give her time to present her statement 

The Cramman, I am simply trying to save time, 

Mr, Snort. I would like the record to show that time has not 
been given to members of some of these organizations. 

The Cuainman. If the gentleman had been present at the hearings 
all the time, he would understand that they have, 

Mr. Suonr, I was here with the exception of 1 day, and I read every 
word of the testimony on General Marshall given at that time. 

-Miss Curris, May I say, Mr. Chairman, that the public is not 
informed that hearings have been going on; the newspapers have 
carried practically no information about it. 

Tho Cuainman, Miss Curtis, [ announced on the floor of the 
House that hearings were to start and expressed the wish that the 
public be informed, and that they appear and express their opinion. 
One gentleman appeared and made v speech on foreign affairs. 

Miss Cunris. Mr. Chairman, I am sure you realize that making a 
statement on the floor of the House does not mean the public will 
he informed of it or the newspapers will carry it. 

The Cuamman. They usually do carry such information, 

Mr. Suorr. Mr. Chairman, [ wonder if it would not. meet with 
the approval of the committee to go ahead until, say, 12 o'clock. 

Mr. Suaren. I do not understand the rush in getting this out; we 
havo the tax bill first. 

The Cyairman. You wish to file your statement? 

Miss Curtis. Yes. My statement follows: 

Mr. Chairman and members of the House Military Affairs Com- 
mittee, my name is Cathrine Curtis. My address is 535 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York City. I am speaking today as national chairman of 
the Women’s National Committee to Keep U. S. Out of War and of 
the Mother’s National executive Committee. ‘These organizations— 
through direct membership and that of affliated groups—represent 
several million women in this country. These women are vitally 
interested in keeping our country out of this present European war— 
keeping it free of all European entanglements, power politics, and 
intrigue. ‘These women want to preserve our constitutional rep- 
resentative form of government, which is our greatest heritage 
handed down to us by the founding fathers of this Republic. 
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Our membership includes women in all. walks of life and) cones 
mostly from that greet middle class, which constitutes the backbone 
of our nation. 

Tho Women’s National Committees to Keep The U.S. Out of War 
was formed in 1090 and is a revival of that famous group of women 
who led the fight. aguinst the Supreme Court packing plan under tho 
name of the Womon’s National Committes for Hands Oi the Su- 
premoe Court, which was formed early in 19387, TP served as chairman 
of that committe, 

It is a great. privilege and honor for me to be able to spenk 
in behalf of those hundreds of thousands of women who are unable 
to come to Washington at this time, but who are worried and almost 
“beside themselves in their distress over what. ix going on here in 
Washington, what is being done to our country, to our Heap le, and 
what you men are Sparen planning to do ta our boys who believed 
they wore going to camp for only 1 year and to see servico only 
in dofonse of theso United States of America and in the Western 
Hemisphere, 

I huvo testified before many committees on Capitol Hill, always 
in an effort. to present Members of Congress the viewpoint of Ameri- 
“gan women, Tor many years my work and activities have been in 
connection with women’s organizations. T do a great deal of speak- 
ing at women’s conventions—both national, State, and local. T_re- 
ceive a tremendous mail from women in all parts of the country, and 
I enn tell you gentlemen their present state of minds is far from 
temporate. 

Daring the last 10 years much of my effort has been expended in 
the defense of American traditions—representative constitutional 
govorninent and tho free-enterprise system in which our women havo 
such a tremendous stake, 

It is not surprising that much of my time is spent in defense of 
American traditions; that is a natural heritage. My ancestors helped 
found this country. I intend to do all T ean to preserve it. They 
fled England because of her perpetual wars, oppressive government, 
and continual poverty, 

They came to this country seeking liberty and independence, and 
they fought in the wars of the Revolution and of 1812 to free this 
country for all time from the domination of English rule. 

My great-greatgrandfather, Eliphalet Curtis, organized the first 
roup of men to go from Connecticut into Massachusetts to fight in 
the War of the Revolution in 1776. ‘There wero many others on 
both sides of my family who did equally outstanding service in those 
wars—-and many who gave their lives in battle. 

They gavo their all to free this country from Wnglish rule. I 
intend to do all I cun to keep it free of English rule. 

It seems to me most unfortunate that representatives of the public 
have not had the oppertunity of presenting their views to this com- 
mittee, at least accorded equal opportunity and time as that given the 
military. It also is unfortunate that countless people throughout 
the length and breadth of this land—whose sole interest at. (he moment 
is in this particular piece of draft legislation—do not. even know there 
have been open hearings held by this committee because of the appar- 
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ent silonce of the press on Chis matter, both in metropolitan dailies 
and in smaller local papers. 

Surely these families who provide the manpower for the Army and 
the money to pay for and support government—not only the less than 
n dollur-a-day stipends for the men in eamp but the more munificent 
salaries for those working on the so-called lend-lease program——surely 
they are entitled (o consideration; surely their views are quite as 
important at this Gime ag those of the military. 

‘irst of all, Tam astounded that this Military Atfuirs Comiittes 
of the House is even seriously considering legidnation which is sup- 
posedly for the purpose of increasing the size of our Army, This is 
the committee that spent months in a seeret. investigation of the con- 
dition of our national-defense program and just Limonth ago today 
released to the public an amazing statement of the deplorable lack of 
defence the committes had uncovered, 

What little your committee did reveal in that publie report: was 
vnazing., But what of the added information which you apparent 
did not release? What of the shortage of primary equipment, such 
as rifles and ammunition, clothing, ita leels housing facilities, hos. 
pital facilities, tanks, antinireraft and antitank guns, of which you 
unquestionably learned during the course of that investigation? Are 
we supposed to believe that all of those shortages have been corrected 
within the short period of 80 days4 

It is evident this committee obtained enough evidence in the course 
of that seeret investigation to cause it fo devote its Gime to an investi- 
ration of the apparent inefliciency or liek of ability on the part of 
the General Stilt and others in charge of the defenss program—in 
place of considering leyislation to provide more men—-when you know 
the Army hasnt even enough equipment with which to train the men 
now in Kervice, 

This legislation is termed “emergency” legislition, Again your 
committee knows—or you should know—there is nothing in the way 
of an emergeney about it. Consider the words of Congressman 
Woodrum, Sarena of the House Appropriations Committee, spoken 
on the floor of the House last Thursday when it was considering the 
first. supplemental national defense appropriation bill for 1942, 

Here i4 what he said in explaining to the House why its Members 
should vote an additional $7,000,000,000 for the Army: 

* ¢ ¢) Por fistance, we have in this bil funds for eritteal items for an Army 

of 3,000,000 men. Our present enlisted strength—ov at least that which the 
DIL contemplates, Is 1,727,000, We have iu this bIH cesentlal items for that 
size army. In addition, we have critical tems, that is, necessary Hems whieh 
cannot be purchased quickly but which have to be projected into the fature, 
for an army of 3,000,000 men. 
An examination of the pages of the eonaeen ena Record for last 
Thursday reveals considerable discussion about the new offices to be 
constructed for the Army in Virginia—but did anyone ask who has 
authorized an army of 3,000,000 men in this country?) Did anyone 
ask where those 3,000,000 men are to be used? ; 

It. is apparent this talk about an emergency in connection with 
consideration of this bill is only window-dressing staged by those in 
power to fool the public and to fool the boys who are being asked to 
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rennin indefinitely in the service for unknown reasons and objectives. 

It ig claimed this legislation (o hold these men in service indefl- 
nitely is necessary to prevent. complete break-down of the Army-—that, 
wnless ft in passed at once—it will be necessary to stop our garrisons 
fn outlying posseestons stich as Eawail and Adnsta, 

I listened to every word of General Marshalls (estimony—and in 
addition—renad tho transeript. I admit. that—for a time—T was con- 
vineed unless this draft legislation was rushed through—our Army 
would be torn asunder, 

However, tpon further investigation, the facts that I learned did 
not support these statements. 

For instance, [find we now have on duty with the Army 1,640,351 
men——but. only 19,927 draftees are due to be released from: service 
between now und January 1, 1942. In fact, none of these will be 
cligible to be released from service before November 18 of this year. 
That is 14 weeks away. Can it be possible the release of 19,000 men 
between now and the end of the year will disrupt the Army? 

Tho Chief of Staff's testimony stressed imperative need for having 
this legislation passed by Atyust 1 because of the problem of the 
relense of draftees stationed in Alaska and Hawaii. 

Tho fact is that only about 5,000 draftees aro stationed at. those 
two points, 

Undoubtedly, it. will now bo claimed that. we cannot spare men 
from those points because of the present situation in the Pacific. 

The news of the last few days is no surprise to me, gentlemen, 
During Inst April, when Twas on the west const, T learned from the 
representative of a neutral country friendly with and close to rent 
Britain, that peace negotiations between Britain and Germany had 
heen in progress since the end of February. 

These peace negotiations were claimed to be founded upon trade 
agreements between England and Germany whereby they would di- 
vide Latin American business between them, 

This, of course, sounded like that famous Dusseldorf conference 
which was suspended, not terminated, in March of 10389, 

That was a conference between representatives of TMngland and 
Germany at which they were planning the use of English money to 
subsidize German world trade against all other countries, including 
thece United States, 

My enquiry as to what the position of this country would bo in 
connection with any such peace terms brought forth the information 
that it was the plan to involve us in war with Japan and—while we 
were busy in the Pacifie—England and Germany would take over 
Latin American trade, 

Can it be that the present situation in the Orient indicates the 
possibility of an carly armistice in Europo? 

And if that plot should eventually develop—how can you gentlemen 
expect this country to‘fight a war in the Pacific and at the same time 
protect. our Latin American good-neighbor trade when we have given 
most of our military equipment and our ships to England and other 
foreign countries? 

T have not. come hefore you today with any intention of opposing 
the development. of an adequate, well-organized, well-equipped, and 
modernized army for the defense of these United States of America. 
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The American people want—anid are entitled to—the finest, most 
eflicient military establishment that tho inventive genius, organization, 
and resources of this country ean provide. 

However, the American people do not want to seo their country 
become «military dictatorship. They do not want to live in a coun- 
try where the military is all powerful and tells them how they can 
live their lives as has ae the custom for centuries in the Old World, 

1 repeat the people want a well-organized, well-equipped Army— 
thoroughly trained in modern warfare. But what. equipment is the 
Army getting? Your committee learned all about that in the course 
of your investigation, What training is it getting 4 

from available information, it is evident that the only observers 
wo have in this war are with the so-called allied forces—that is— 
with British (roops. Britain’s technique is best described by Kip- 
ling’s famous lines “* * * And Lommy—you are noted for your 
orderly retreat.” ; 

Britain declared war on Germany—Poland did the first fighting— 
and was conquered, Then land war came almost to a stand-still until 
the troops of the low countries took up the fight. They fell, and 
Belgiuin’s troops stood between the Tominies and the Germans, They 
went down to defeat, and the French Poilus carried on, while Britain 
retreated to Dunkirk, and home. 

We find very little land fighting until the Yugoslavs and Greeks 
went. into the trenches. As they went down—the Tommies again re- 
trented in orderly fashion—for home—with the troops of Australia 
and New Zealand covering that retreat, 

Again the land fighting came to a halt until the Russian forces were 
brought into line to receive the brunt of it. Britain promised Russia 
aid—and sent her a propaganda officer J 

It would now seein the Russian defense is ended. Therefore, the 
lang fighting apparently will cease—until, Britain finds another ally 
to carry that portion of the war on for her. 

Is that the purpose of these proposals before you? Will these— 
together with the recent resolution introduced in both Houses of Con- 
gress to declare « national emergency—provide the next front-line 
army to carry the land fighting in this war? Tf so, why learn only 
the technique of retredt?’ é 

It is admitted by all recognized military experts—that Euro 
cannot be invaded except by an army of about 10,000,000 men. Who 
is to provide that invading army? Certainly not the British Em- 
pire—unless it changes its existing draft laws. 

Analysis of those laws reveals that only 15 percent of the entire 
population of that Empire is subject today to draft for any type of 
military service—and only three-tenths of 1 percent is subject to 
draft for military service outside its own country ! 

Even the manpower of the United Kingdom—England, Scotland, 
North Ireland, and Wales—cannot be drafted for service outside that 
kinedom without its consent, under existing laws. 

- Despite this disparity in the draft laws of the nations now at war 
and that of our own—supposedly at peace—Congress now is asked 
not only to break its agreement with men drafted into our armed 
services—but also to grant the power to send them anywhere in the 
world and such a move is supposed to raise the morale of our Army! 
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What was the bass of neUion proposed by the present: Solective 
Sorvicvo and Tratning Act? 

‘Tho remarka mide by proponenta of Chat law when it wan being 
digeumwed an the floor of both Tote of Conroe: extabliahen Che 
fatont of Cho Congress wae to set upon tralnlig ayaten that-sover 
a porto of 6 yours--would give your country a reeorvolr of between 
four and five million tratned men who--on completing their Lyenr 
term of duty—-would be placed tithe fntbded Reserve of the Army 
of the United States—anbject to call for nective duty at any Cine dar. 
Inga 10-year porlod aftoe completing hat term of duty. 

Wo ane now told-by the wording of the billy before yor com 
mittoomthiy dyear tralahyg plan di do be xerapped, Why 

The Chief of Stal dn his testimony before the Senate Militney 
Affatea Committee complained of the fact Chat in some reghnents 
there ano draftees soon due for dikcharge while other will remnin 

on for geveral months, 

The Implication might be (hat auch a continnal changlage of por: 
konnel (ends Coward a brenk-down of draining progvam, But the 
pesto of our Army always has been one of n continial flow of new 
Maa, 

Th facet, General Dovers--who followed the Chief of Stall in texti- 
Monyeetold that conumittoe that the continual changing of personnel 
has always been the standard program of our Arniy. 

Will these proposals before your committes change Chat ayitemd 

Tf they become law will this infilvadion be abolished ¢ Ef that. te 
the ease does iC tuply Congress ix being asked to draft the available 
manpower of this countey from the tine they reach 2t until death 
parts them from tho servieat 

Such a system, of course, implies an intent Co-ereate in Chia country 
v huge military force of millions of men, Whyd Again bE refer 
to the statements of the various military experts that a foreo of at 
Teast 10,000,000 nen will be needed to invade Harope, ts the United 
States to provide these 10000000 men through this systemi now 
proposed? 

Undoubtedly, proponents of these measures will contend the only 
WEposd is Co provide the armed forces we need to protect this country 

rom totalitarianism, ‘ 

Now did Lenin and ‘Trotsky rise to power in Russia? Through 
the power of their army—and communism has maintained its regi- 
monted rule of Russian peasants for 2 decades through its control 
of the armed forces of that country, 

How did Mussolini riso to power? Through his control of the 
military and the use of that military to regiment his people. 

How did Hider gain control in Germany? By abolishing the 
rights and powers of the elected representatives of the German 
people and their Raichstag—through “the Law To Combat. the Crisis 
of People and State” forced through the Reichstag March 24, 1038, 

Of course, the operation of that Jaw was limited to 4 years but 
before the 4-year limit expired Hitler had replaced the German 

constitution with the articles of war of the German high command. 

Is it possible that among other motives contained in’ proposals 
before you is the desire of someone in this country to emulate that 

example? 
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Lintondiage to the witnesses and reading (ramernpt of thelr testi 
mony before the Sonunte conmalttes would rakes one Chink one is in 
Coermany not (he United Stites, fo Gerniny the any high com 
and inaken up the mind of the people and the leiehstag, fn Chis 
inetanee we have Che acing biygdh command Inying down thie opening 
propaganda bareage to prods Cheough ina hurry Ghese proposals for 
military reyginentation of ow country, 

Several pomta stand out in that tedtimony 

1. The urgent ceqaest. for an immediate declaration hy Congress 
of a national emergency. 

Z. ‘Tintin Acny of tudimited size is anticipated, 

8. That thie national emergency in essentin£ to retain some of our 
troop in Aladat and Honoludag ane 

4. Mit 00 percent of the draftees want to rennin inactive service, 

The plow for thik kygidation seom to belie Chat statement. Pf it 
in trtemef hen all tht is necessary into amend the National Defense 
Act authorizing nndnereams in the manbher of Enlisted Reserve to 
he called to duty and the Army's problem is solved. Phen—-instend 
Of holding ten in verviee againd then wille-you will have that 90: 
percent which the gener! claims wishes to remain in service, 

Why is there such a concerted, well organized demand by adriin- 
intration officials for a decluration by Congress of a national emer. 
xeneyt Wall this declarntion—allegedly for the purpoce of holdin 
the draftees in services on on compulsory busige-improve the ile 
Of Chess mend Will it reduce or eliminate the desertions-<the sii- 
cides in eainpad WIL it give them confidence in their Government4 

Will it inapire them with a desire to fight: for that Government. 
Which only a yenr ago promised to release them after L year of 
HOVV ECG? 

Will it provide more aimmunition=-war materiale--and other sadly 
needed equipment for the Army? 

Will it. provide a ships of which apparently we have so few 
to transport our Army 

General Marshall testified before the Honve committee that tonnage 
is one of the most serious problems he has to face and that he could 
not return our troops from Alaska and Honolulu without disrupting 
our South American trade, 

Will it provide sufficient, airplanes to at least fly our officers on 
officin! business in safety and replace the outmoded crates they are 
now forced to use? 

Will it provide additional airplanes so that we can train American 
pilots? 

Will it end the reported practice of allowing our best. pilots “in- 
definite leaves home” with the understanding that “home” will be 
China—where they are to be paid $250 a week und $500 bonus for 
each enemy plane shot down—while flying for the Chinese Army? 

Will it provide more officers and a better organized Army than we 
have at present? 

Will it stop the desertions from the Army which are reaching such 
proportions as to present a genuine problem? 

If it will not do any of these things then why should Congress 
declare a national emergency ? : 

What powers would such a national emergency provide? 


CANO EA 
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Undoubtedly such action by Congress would legalize the many nets 
or agreements this country is already committed to—and of which not 
evon ponetess has any knowledge—which may not have beon legalized 
ns yot. 

t would undoubtedly legalize the Iecland occupation and thereby 
seigallze occupation of other territory against the will of the American 
people. 

Tho declaration of an emergency would undoubtedly deprive citi- 
zens of thoir right of free speech and free assemblage and muke of 
this country a military dictatorship. Should this be done we will 
be actively in the war, 

IT am ono of these individuals who believes that national defense 
begins at home and that wo cannot defend this country if we con- 
tinue a program of giving all of our defense weapons—equipment and 
vessels to foreign nations as we are now doing under the lend-lease 
program. 

elieve we can only have a satisfactory national defense program 
that is directed, operated and executed by our own citizens—whose 
primary interest is the defense of this country and the continuation of 
this form of Government—a defense program that would never per- 
mit. tho humiliation of an order being given to our War Department 
as follows. I wish to quote from an ‘Aseouinted Press item appearing 
in the Washington Evening Star of July 26, 1941. I quote. 


(From Hvening Star, July 25, 1041) 


Fort Devens, Maas... July 26.—Acting on the advice of the British censor in 
the Western Hemisphere, the War Department cautioned all soldiers of this fort 
today to refrain from mentioning military facts in personal mail to friends, 
especially to those in foreign countries. 

Ina elreular to Col, Willan A. Smith, post commander, whieh was posted on 
the fort bulletin board, the War Department said: 

“The director of British censorship, Western Hemisphere, has brought to the 
attention of the War Department several letters written by United States Army 
personnel to individuals in foreign countries fn which mention was made of 
matters pertaining to the military establishments. While the cases reported 
appeared to be the result of Indiscretion, measures must be taken to cause this 
practice to be discontinued. All personnel of your command will be directed 
to omit all reference to matters pertaining to the national defense in personal 
letters written by them, especially to forelgn countries.” 

Why should owe War Department be given orders by the British 
censor in the Western Hemisphere or anywhere else? Why should 
Britain or any other foreign power presume to tell the men in our 
Army what they may or may not write in their letters? 

The American people are very conscious that there is too much 
foreign interference in this country today—not only in connection 
with our national-defense program—but even with our daily lives. 
There is too much foreign technique in operation in this country 
today—particularly in furthering the program of the war dancers—so 
much so that our peop are becoming sensitive to and suspicious of 
incidents which otherwise might pass unnoticed. : ; 

The following newspaper story—which appeared in the Chicago 
Tribune last Friday, July 25—has been brought to my attention by 
a great many women. I quote: 

Prr.apEtpHt1a, Pa., July 24 (Special).—Each of the 85 local draft boards 
in Philadelphia was requested today to compile a Ust of 20 mothers of draft 
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registrants for the use of national selectlye service headquarters in Washington, 

The order was not explained by local draft officials. It specified that the 
mothers be “loyal American cltizens.” and that five in each group of 20 be mothers 
of mon already tndneted into the Army. 

State officials sald the order for the Ilsts eame from Brig. Gen. Lowls B, 
Hershey, National Deputy Director of Selectlve Service. Of several possible 
explanations for the order, the most common was that the information was belng 
compiled at the request of Mayor Floretlo LaGuardia of New York, Natlonal 
Director of Civillan Defense... Another was that officials planned to test senti- 
ment nmoug mothers on the proposed extension of the draftees term of service. 


Many of these women—-in calling the foregoing article to my atten- 
tion——have pointed out. that. Communist-Nazi technique is one which 
exerts influence on members of the family to compel obedience to the 
party. ‘These women have been quite outspoken in asking if this 
article means that the mothers of boys in camp are about to be mar- 
shaled to the support of the draft-oxtension-national-emergency war 
program? 

I hope this committees is aware of its great responsibility. I hope 
the Congress in consideration of this legislation does not continue to 
ignore the wishes and the appeals of the American people. 

Several weeks ago our committee took a Nation-wide poll in which 
we used the word “war.” Returns disclosed that 94.9 percent of those 
polled were opposed to foreign war involvement. Since that time 
many organizations and newspapers have taken polls which show 
that at least 85 percent of our people do not want the United States 
to go to war. 

fembers of this committee, we urge you to find some other solu- 
tion to this draft extension issue than that of compulsory extension 
of the draft and breaking faith with the men and their families. 

We also oppose vigorously any declaration of an’ emergency by 
the Congress. 

Tf you gentlemen—who are sent to the seat of Government to rep- 
resent the wishes of our people—continue your program of ignoring 
them and allowing this country to get deeper ae deeper into the 
Old World’s recurrent conflicts—I greatly fear it is going to acceler- 
ate a lack of confidence in Government which, if it continues at its 
present rapid pace, unchecked, may lead to open revolt. 

The will of the majority cannot be forever ignored. 


STATEMENT OF MRS. ROSA M. FARBER, ACTING NATIONAL CHAIR- 
MAN, MOTHERS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, DETROIT, 


MICH. 


The Cuamman, Mrs, Rosa M. Farber, whom I have listed as rep- 
resenting as acting national chairman, the Mothers of the United 
States of America. Is that correct? 

Mrs, Farper. Yes. 

The Cuamman. You may proceed. 

Mrs. Farser. Mr. Chairman, while I have a prepared statement I 
do want to add this: I sat through the hearings on Friday morn- 
ing and I heard three gentlemen go over and over things that had 
been said a dozen times, without any limitation of time. 

You are giving me 5 minutes to discuss a matter which I think is 
very important. 
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Mr. Suorr. I do not think her time should be limited, Mr. Chair- 
man, 

The Cuammnan. IT have asked her to read her statement. Let her 
proceed, 

Mr, Cuason. Mr. Chairman, you suggested that three or four of 
those hero could have 5 minutes each or that if a lesser number were 
heard they would have more time and I think she ought to know in 
advance, 

The Cuainman, Well, if there is no limitation as to time, is that 
satisfactory to the gentlemen? 

Mr. Crason. Yes. 

The Cramaan. And I am saying to the lady to proceed. 

Mrs. Farser. Mr. Chairman and members of the Military Affairs 
Committee, my name is Rosa M. Farber. I am acting national 
chairman of the Mothers of the United States of America, with head- 

uarters in Detroit, Mich. We are a national organization, organized 

ctober 1939 for the purpose of keeping the United States of America 
out of foreign wars. Members are mainly mothers, wives, sisters, 
of men who fought in the World War, who now have sons of military 
age. However, membership is open to any woman who is a citizen 
and who is in sympathy with our cause. There are no membership 
fees, and the cost. of operating is met with money which comes in the 
form of voluntary contributions, We pay no salaries; all the work 
is done by voluntary help. We have never put on a membership 
drive nor have we ever put on a money-raising campaign, 

After the first headlines appeared announcing the proposal to 
extend the training period of draftees our office was besieged with 
telephone and personal calls, insisting that we appear before the 
commitee in opposition to this new proposal which adds to the mental 
and nervous turmoil of every person who has attained the age of 
understanding. 

Some Members of Congress report their mail is light on the 
extension of the training period issue. This lack of interest is inter- 
preted by many as an indjcation of consent. or approvil, This is 
not true. There are two reasons why mail is light. First, people 
have lost confidence in Congress. Secondly, the press is not carry- 
ing reports of the hearings, A general survey of the newspapers on 
file in the Congressional Library verifies this statement. 

The first. appearance of General Marshall before the Senate Mili- 
tary Affairs Committee and his assertion that we must keep the men 
in received wide publicity. Also receiving considerable publicity 
was his statement denouncing as sabotage of a dangerous character 
what. he said were organized efforts to have draftees petition Congress 
against extending the service of selectees and National Guardsmen. 
Meager reports of the opposition were found. 

Is this voluntary censorship on the part of the press? 

Wo are very much alarmed about this matter because we know 
that people throughout the country get a picture of what is going 
on in Washin ton from their papers. We have heard much about the 
methods used by the governments of Russia, Germany, and Great 
Britajn to propagandize their people. We refuse to become helpless 
as those people are—and to be rendered helpless by the same method. 

We have no desire to say or do anything which would impede or 
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interfere with the maintenance and training of the Army of the 
United States. We realize that we must have an Army second to 
none. However, being mothers, we realize that the first important 
requisite of nn Army is the morale, and mothers understand, as no 
other group can, the attitude of these boys. We appreciate what 
their veiwpoint means to the morale of the Army which stands as 
our first line of defense and our security. Many of us have lived 
these past 20-odd years with men whose entire lives have been warped 
by their experiences in the World War, No one knows better than 
the wives of these men and the mothers of their sons what that 
tragic mistake cost. 

I mention this not. as an emotional appeal but to impress upon this 
committee and the Congress the fact that there is a very real and 
solid foundation upon which rests the mothers determination to 
stuy out of foreign wars, 

tt is interesting to note that testimony given before the Senate 
Military Affairs Committee was to the effect that 90 percent of the 
men want to remain in service. In contrast to this general’s appear- 
ing before the House committee claim to know nothing about the 
attitude of the men. 

Since the generals speak for the boys but the boys dare not speak 
for themselves, we speak for them. We are not under Army regula- 
tions. 

The information that 90 percent want to remain in service was 
amazing news to those of us who have listened to a continuous stream 
of opposition. We have reason to doubt the veracity of this state- 
ment. Information received direct from camps and from parents 
indicates bitter resentment on the part of soldiers to this breach 
of contract. 

We get an idea of their attitude from a letter which appeared in 
the Detroit News, July 21, 1941. This letter comes from a camp 
in the West and is signed by 18 soldiers. 

We are addressing this letter to you in the hope that ft may In some way 
help to defeat any Dill calling for an extension of serviee by the drafted 
nen, and because many of us are from Michigan. 

Many of us volunteered for service, leaving our friends, homes, and jobs 
willingly. ‘To keep us longer than a year is unfair, and from a military stana- 
point, unnecessary. We have learned our Jobs well and even now our dally 
routine is merely repetition, In fact, the job of training could have been 
done in 6 months, 

Perhaps this letter sounds a bit selfish, but ff we could see any vital need 
for further training we would not protest. Without a doubt this letter voices 
the opinion of every selective service man in the regiment. 

(Name of camp and names of men were deleted. However, they 
appear in the newspaper.) 

A young man on furlough, stationed in 2 camp in Iinois, said 
to me: 

A lot of funny things are going on. The fellows In camp don't say much 
because there is nothing we can do. But the feeling is that the people are letting 
us down. 

Another letter in the Detroit News, July 21, from Fort Sheridan, 
IIL, reads as follows: 

Inasmuch as this is my first letter to the News, I would like to have you 
publish it so the people buck home may know just what we think about Marshall 

61230—41-—10 


142 REMOVD RESTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE 


and Willlaing’ statement that the Natlonal Guard men would be willing to serve 
more than t year, 

Where did le get that iden, we all woutd Wke to know? 

We gave up good Jobs and re willing to xerve a year, but to ghve up more 
of ovr civilian Hife when one Nation da not even fom war da very foolla, Most 
of vs up here have plans we propose to carry out when we ave released from 
xervlee, Tf this country were nt war we would be glad to rematn fo the Acmy 
tlt the battle is won or lost, We betlove to venr of trafiing ds sufllelent: for 
any soldlor, Why keep us longer? 

Tn Now Jersey, troops from the 44th Division dropped notes from 
trucks as they passed through cities, appenting to civilinns to defeat 
the proposal to extend the (raining period. ‘They too asked where 
did Williams get his information? Whom did he ask? 

Reports from the Navy are equally disturbing. Woe offer the fol- 
lowing excerpts: from a letter received by a mother from her son 
who is v university graduate, THe writes: 

There should be qulte a bit to write about bud we are not allowed: to Wwelte, 
We can shout what we think from ¢he housetops as Tong as we don't shout above 
Whisper and ax long ag ne one hears as, 

Toll Kddte [its brother} ¢o stay out of the Army, Navy, or any other branch 
of the service at any cost.” 

We mothers, opposed the Compulsory Draft Act for several reasons, 
ono of which was that wo felt that there was no need for this drastic 
departure from our way of life. We feel there is no need now to 
further extend the act by authorizing the President. to exercise the 
power conferred upon him by section 8 (b) of the Selective Training 
and Service Act of 110, which section gives the President the power 
to retain the mon indefinitely iffa national emergeney is found to exist, 

When a general testifying before (his committee was asked whether 
the emergency is greater now than it was on September 16, 110, he 
stated itis, When asked why it is greater he answered in (rue war- 
monger style, “The whole world is aflame, practically.” Mr. Chuir- 
man, and members of this committee, this is not suflleient: evidence 
on whieh to base an important decision—one whieh affects the lives, 
mentally, morally, and physically of millions of young men, in and 
out of the Army; our young women and ina different manner, but 
in no less degree, mothers and fathers of this Nation, 

IT want to say here that intelligent people favor building: our na- 
tional defense to such strength that we ean resist any invasion but 
wo demand that our Government stop making plans for sending the 
armed forces to any and all parts of the globe, 

It is claimed by the genorals and some members of Congress that 
the public understood when the Selective Training and Service Act 
was passed that service was for 12 months or more, 

Mr. Chairman, when the Burke-Wadsworth bill was being: debuted 
in Congress the short. training period—only 12 months-—was played 
up. nthe possibility of a national emergency and service for the dura- 
tion was played down. To fact, a song was written and became very 
popular—the title, “It’s Only a Year, Dear,” 

The position of parents is a trying one, They hear from their sons 
who are in camp. Others, whose sons have not. yet been called, live 
in constant suspense and mental anguish. We see the war machine 
moving forward, relentlessly crushing everything in its path. For 
national defense? Who beHeves that today? 
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Wo hear reports of (roops sent to outposts! Requests are made for 
legislation to send them anywhere in the world] Speeches before 
luncheon clubs explaining that: we must mobilize our men, young 
and old and prepare to fight anywhere on the globe! ‘The President's 
ambition is to enthrone the four freedoms everywhere in the world, 
The War Department requests of Congress complete power to act, 

The plan to enter (he war is obvious, We oppose extension of the 
training period because it. is another step jeanne war, Unless we stop 
taking: (hese steps we will one day find ourselves at. war. 

Clearly the purpose of this proposal and the request to declare the 
national interest is imperiled is to circumvent the limitations of the 
Selective Service and Training Act of 1910; to legalize holding the 
draftees indefinitely; to legalize sending ow anmed forces anywhere 
in the world, 

They are already seattered from the Philippines to Bermuda and 
Trinidad, Newfonndland and [celand. Yet, Canada, a British 
Dominion is only now discussing the possibility of conscription for 
overseas service, Canadian soldiers train for 4 months; are paid 
$10 per months overseas service is) voluntary. Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King is opposed to conscription for overseas service and is 
making speeches Chronghout the Dominion against it. 

Cieneral Marshall gives as a reason why the training period should 
be extended the fact that the War Departinent now faces the problem 
of returning the draftees who have been sent to outposts, and petting 
them back in time to muster them out when their year is up. 

Surely the War Department knew they were limited by law when 
these men were sent away. They knew when the men were due for 
discharge fromthe Army, Why then did they wait until late in July 
to ask for nu change in the Jegal machinery and urge its passage by 
August £¢ 0 ‘There was ample time to foresee and plan for this, 

Since we are not a military dictatorship and since the people are of 
the opinion that they are the government; we make this observation: 
Since the War Departinent is not infallible, and since Chere are unimis- 
takuble signs of incompetence, would it be asking too much if we 
were to suggest that they consider well before rushing into another 
situation from which there is no turning back, 


STATEMENT OF MRS. ETHEL GROEN, PRESIDENT, THE MOTHERS 
OF SONS FORUM, CINCINNATI, OHIO 


Thy Coamman. Tha next on iny list is Mrs. Ethel Groen. of 
Cincinnati, 

Mrs, Groen. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, I want 
you to know that I come before your committee not as a hysterical 
mother nor as a woman who is beside herself because I do not. And 
T also wish to apologize because Tam not a public speaker and probably 
if T were T could put this over much more effectively than Twill be 
able to do. 

I represent and am president of the Mothers of Sons Forum of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and wish to thank the committee for the opportunity 
to present their views on the proposals now before this committee, 
which views we make free to declare, reside in the consciousness of 
the vast majority of our people. 
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I want you to know ¢hat T hive two sons, one boy 25 years of age, 
a Reserve officer in the Ohio State Militias and another boy 18 years 
old, Thave a daughter 16. Dhave every interest. and right (o appear 
hore to represent those boys, and Toalso have the responsibility to 
speak for the Mothers of Sons Forum, mothers who belong to tho 
orgunization D represent, 

aike overy true American organization that has the interest of its 
country at heart, we are definitely for national defense and hemisphore 
commitments, but we are ns definitely opposed to measures which can 
bo construed only as aggressive war measures and which violate the 
purpose of the Draft Act ay stated in the act itself and in its title, 
namely, “An Act to Provide for Common Defense.” 

Toast, fall Goneral Marshall extimated Jess than 600,000 men wore 
needed for acleguuate hemisphere defense, ‘Today he talks in terms 
of millions, Was General Marshall vight last: fall or is he right 
today? Or is he right in both instances as his reputation inelines 
us to believe him to bet Tf this be so, then certainly while General 
Marshall was talking about “defense” last fall, he is talking about 
something entirely different today. These contradictory figures mado 
by the same authority seem conclusive proof that wo were forever 
right. in ow contention that the draft bil was never intended as a 
defense measure, but was a war move, and we therefore oppose the 
proposal to extend the period of service for draftees and demand that 
the terms of the contract made by our Government with these boys, 
be honorably complied with and that you do not break faith with our 
men in order (o “keep faith” with strangers. 

Tho President's frst. obligation of good faith is toward the draf- 
tees, their fathers and fiat hers and their country penerally, ‘The 
12-month service period obligation to the draftees is something that 
comes before any questionable “good faith” toward our neighbors, 

The parents in this country as also the boys ave familiar with the 
circumstinees under which the Draft Act was framed, and by impli- 
cation, the purposes of this act. They know who composed the group 
that met at the Harvard Club, New York City, May 22, 1010, to make 
plins for a conscript army for the United States of America, 

They know of the quarter million dollars this same group raised 
to drive the conseription bill through Congress. 

We have not forgotten the statement that green American troops 
“ean be rained as well in Singapore, Palestine, Nyypt, and Lreland 
as in Georgia” and other Southern States, In other words, it would 
seem our Nuieeicah soldiers will bo policing and protecting: British 
dope interests in Singapore; British oil interests in Ralestine, British 
cotton interests in Egypt under the guise of training, and at our 
expire 

resident Roosevelt expressed the feeling that Japan's imitation 
of his Iceland move would induce Americans to support: these fresh 
requests made upon Congress. Fortunately, however, we have not 
forgotten Sidney Rogerson’s warning that “To persuade (Americn) 
to take our part (in the next war) will need a definite threat to 
America, a threat, moreover, which will have to be brought home by 
propaganda to every citizen before the Republic will again tnke arms 
In an external quarrel. The position will naturally be considernbly 
eased if Japan were involved and this might and probably would 
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bring America in without further ado. At any rate, it would be a 
natural and obvious object of our propagandists to achieve this, just 
as during the Groat War they succeeded in embroiling the United 
States with Germany.” 

Wo know that many of our most ardent warmongers ure empire- 
minded. Wo Americans have no desire for empire. The history of 
every empire from Roman to British, is a record of erimos against, 
the commoniman, Though it is fabulous business fora few, it means 
unsuspected misery for many, 

While the mon in the army and their parents are definitely for de- 
fonse of thoir own country, ile men do not intend to fight for British 
fmperialism, for Russian Communism, nor even for American Im- 
porialisn, it would be advisnble for you gentlemen to consider this 
fact, when you voto on the resolution, Tf our men are going to die 
in war, it will be better for them to die here defending American 
liborties against American tyranny, 

Wo who went to war to ais the Negro freedom certainly cannot. 
bo expected to look on complacently at this attempt to rob us of ours, 

Mr. Crason, Have you talked to any of the boys in camp? 

Mrs. Groen. Yes, I have, 

My, Crason, Judging from those with whom you have talked can 
you say about what proportion of them are favorable or would 
desire to remain in the services beyond the one year period? 

Mrs, Gnoen, [ have the first one to meet yet who hag expressed 
any willingness or desire to remain in the service after the year is 
over, 

Mr. Cuason. Ts it your opinion or view that these selectees would 
voluntarily enlist to gerve in the Regular Army after the L2-mnonths 
period is over? 

Mrs. Groen. Tt certainly is my opinion, from what [live learned 
in my contacts with the selectees, that they would not, 

Mr, Crason, In that respect you find yourself considerably opposed 
to the statement that has ee made by the members of the military? 

Mrs, Groen, There is no question about thats I certainly do feel 
that way. 

The Cismaan, We thank you, 

Mrs, Groren. Thank you. 

The Crramsan, Thank you, madam, 

We have two other witnesses now, Mrs, L. S. Benge of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, and Mr, Stuart Bengo, of Cincinnati, Ohio. May [ inquire 
if you happen to be husband and wife, or not? 

ir, Benge, That is correct. 

The Catamaran, Will you be contented to have one of you make 
the statement? 

Mrs. Benar. If it be necessary, due to the shortness of time, I 
would rather have my husband speak for the family; otherwise I 
should like to speak for myself, [Laughter.] 

But I will say this: 1 only have one thing to say, and I still would 
like to have my husband speak, but I atl would like to have the 
rontlemen hear what I have to say. I maintain that I should like to 
x heard, 

The Caamacan, There is not a man on this committee but what 
understands that. [Laughter] 

Come around, Mr, Benge. 
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Mr, Benan, Mr, Chainman, T hope Che gontlemen of thik committee 
will vot think: hat Cam prejudiced, but Tam aaydog what € think, 
from what information have gained by traveling ins various parts 
of the country and talking to men inthe Army camps, 

Me. Chairman and Members of the Military Atiirs Committee: 
My name ds Stuart Benge. Tam appears here on behalf of my son 
who ik now in the draft Anny. Hh hos been deprived of his con- 
xtituttonal rights and cannot spent: for himself, “Phe enietment of 
this bill which ty bucked by ao minority group in this country, and 
fostered by His Imperial Mn feats Government of Cent Britain, 
will condemn my gon to possible death or mating, 

The general public and the draftees aecepted the Conseription Act 
in the bolief that it wasn defense measure, and Chat the Army was 
not to be used to defend the British Empire or invade (he Muropean 
continent. "Phere is not a seldier in the American Army who would 
not flaht ¢o the last diteh to defond hig country, but that does not 
mean Chat he ix willing to die on some foreln battlefleld to aive the 
declining British Empire, 

Tho draftees and the general publle have hot been duped by British 
propaganda as they were in dhe last war, Now that Moni COMMIT: 
histio Russia has been welcomed into the fold by Mngland and the 
United: States, the mast is at last tom aside, and only a moron 
wold fail to realize that the present war is a struggle for the domi- 
nation of Murope, 

The dvaftees had not been in emp a month before they started 
to mark the days off the calendar, cheeking daily (he minber of days 
they had to serve to complete their year of (raining-—training which 
is almost. valueless because of the Inek of equipment and ammunition, 
T have not talked ton single draftees or even heard of on who his 
expressed a desire tostay beyond his year of service, 

‘he loss of life due to nee'dents during maneuvers held by our 
new Army has been all out of proportion to the number of men 
engaged, T would suggest that this committee secure from the Army 
sworn statements as to the number of men killed in aceidents during 
Maneuvers held the last few months, also the number of suicides, 
Tf the members of this committee are really interested in knowing 
what the boys actually think, T would suggest that. they vist some 
camps and, after excluding all commissioned and noncommissioned 
officers from the hearing to prevent coercion, ask the private soldiers 
what they think about the lengthening of their term of SERVICE, 

In February 190 General Marshall told a congressional committee 
that a regular army of 242,000, together with the National Guard, 
then are ae 235,000—or x total of 477,000 men—could defend the 
United States and its hemisphere commitments, A short time later 
he appeared before a congressional committee and supported an in- 
crease in the Regular Army as adequate to defense and opposed 
conscription, ‘Then the administration, abetted by the warmongers, 
cooked up the conscription b'll, and July 12, 1940, found General 
Marshall testifying in favor of that bill. But he told the Senate 
Military Affairs Committee on that occasion that he opposed a sug- 
gested increase in the Regular Army to 750,000, 
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Tho Peosident In his recent mosnage to Congress reyard ing ee 
hin energency powers hi wked that he he piven the right to eall 
more Ean 900,000 mon into service each your, Tt in now the belief of 
the draftees aid at least $0 percent of the general public that our 
oldies ave to be ied a reinforcements for tho Brith Atiny, to be 
Wed by Magdand wherever and whenever she sees fit, In other words, 
wentelodo for Enychind what her own colonios will not do aud ale is 
tiwilling, to do for eal. 

The warmongers ave composed lirgely of (wo groups, (he profitecrs 
nicl the ones who want to try and enudh Hitler, regnrdlea nn to its 
eHect on thincountry, ‘Che bodie of the warmongers wll not, provide 
food for carrion crows ov cate. They will not come back from the 
war, wreeked in body and anind, blinded or with leg and arms 
asiased apy, 

In order to defent Hither, it will be necessary lo invade continental 
urope, and Enydand is perfectly willie to do it with one soldiers, 
Any competent inilitnry authority will tell you that it would be 
tansy sHicide, Et would renult in the death of not lesa Chan 1,000,000 
men, lenving 2,000,000 mourning parents, to say nothing of the 
wottnded and maimed, and it senile regult in failure, Tt would make 
Chareh ls finseo at the Gatlipoli Peninsula during the last. war, 
Which resulted jn the loss of 250,000 and ended in Gatiiee look like 
t Sunday-school} pienie, 

CGoenerul Wavell and General Augchinlech fiave stated publicly that 
it would be necessary to have American manpower in order to defeat 
Hither, On July 26, 1041, Sir Gernatd Campbell Britiqh propaganda 
chief in the United States, said in New York City that England did 
not want our Army now but did want our air force and Navy. Un- 
fold millions of citizens in this country are toiling and sweating to 
my back the money whieh we lonned England during and after the 
ast war, and money which we have given them since this last war 
Hurted, toiling for the British Empire like the starving millions of 
Indin. Now they again want our blood to bolster up their declining 
powers, It is like taking all the blood from the veins of a vigorous 
young man, leaving him to die, ina futile effort to prolong the life of 
an_old man ready to topple into his giave, 

Unless our present Army Staff expects to build up a tines army 
according to Civil War tactics, no inass armies are needed except to 
send expeditionary forces all over the world ino an effort to aprend 
democracy with a tommy gun, Competent military authorities agree 
that the French and British Armies in France, numbering 5.000 000 
men, were cut to pieces by German panzer divisions numbering: not 
to exceed 150,000 men, and we have not 1 fully equipped mechanized 
division in the United States, 

Like the politicians of England and France, a group of politicians 
in our country have allowed their hatred of Hitler to destroy all their 
reason and, like the politicians of England and France, would embark 
ona war for which they were totally unprepared, It is algo generally 
agreed that neither England nor France would have declared war on 
Germany if they had not been promised that this country would come 
to their aid in an all-out war. ; 

I just want to read one excerpt froma paper which was published 
in Cincinnation July 27: 
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Ariens, Onto, daly 20.-—--“Home by October” Ia the slogan of members of Mat- 
tery A) Olito Natlonal Guard, how dn tratntag at Camp shelby, Max, as a pare 
of the Phitty-reventh Diviston, aceardiog to a story fia local paper sated to have 
been written by Ngt, ©. K. Meltuatiy. 

Members of tho battery, a fecal unit, are opposed to an additional vear of 
service, deoordiig to MeKinatry, and want to come home and share ia the high 
Wiges bethig pal ti private employment, 

Gentlemen, E thank you, 

Mr, Snore, How many camps have you visited t 

Mv, Banak. The main camp that P have visted was Mort Ord, Calif. 

Mr. Snort, Did you seok these men or did they seolo you, or what? 

Mr. Brnar. Noy ] went out there to visit ny son and talked to 
him and talked to some of the boya, FP did not make any effort to 
eross-examine anyous, or anything of that kind, ‘Then T have talked 
to boys in Cineinnadi from Camp Shelby. 

Mv, Sitaree of Michigan, What (gures do you have relative to 
the number of deaths in these maneuvers? 

Mv. Benow. Fo would rather not give my souree of information, but 
Lenn toll you this: that one convoy, in night maneuvers, traveling: 15 
miles, lost 18 men killed in accidents, 

Mv. Siraren of Michigan, Where was this?) Where did this happont 

Mv. Beran, F would rather not answer that question, beeatse Fam 
afraid the man who gave me the information would suffer, 

Mr. Stuarer of Michigan, We would like to have the information 
here in one committee, TE have not heard of 18 men being Iilled in 
one convoy, and T would like to know where this was, 

Mr. Benan, It happened in California, on the way to Tulen, 

Mr. Stuaaren of Michigan. What outfit was it? 

Mr. Banar. TE could not tell you that. PF could get you that infor- 
mation definitely, as to who it was. 

Mr. Starr of Michigan, Will you do Chat? 

Mr, Benar, Yes, sir, Shall T address it to you? 

Me. Snarer of Michigan. To would rather have you just ineert it 
in the record, 

Mr. Brenan, DT see. It will take a few days Co get that information. 

Mr. Suarer of Michigan, What information a you have relative 
to the suicides that you speak of? 

Mr. Benxas. Various people that T have talked to. There is one 
woman here who got a letter from her son telling: about finding a 
boy hanging in a latrine, 

The Cnramsan, What is your business, Mr. Benge? 

Mr. Bexar. To rana one-man parks business, 

The Cuareman, What is that 

Mr. Benen, TI just. have a small automobile parks business. 

The Cramman, Tn Cincinnati? 

Mr. Bexar. That is right. 

The Cramman. You did not apply to the Navy for information 
with respect to this convoy that. you are talking about? 

Mr. Baxay. The Navy 

The Cruirstan. The Navy or the Army, either one? 

Mr. Benes. Just. what do you mean? 

The Cuainman. Did you ask the Army or the Navy for this 
information? 
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Mr. Hanae, Noe f did not ask them for this information. 

The Coamaan, The information that you are giving us, then 
does not. como fron the War Department, bat fron saat ROUT CEE | 

Mr, Basan, That is correct, 

Mr. Hanness, Them convoys (hit you are speaking of, are thon 
onpunized by the Army to take the men back and forth between tho 
the different training contersd — 

Mr. Beng. Noy these werd night convoys during the blackouts, 

Mr. Fauneas, During manetivers4 

Mr. Bena. Yes, wir. 

Mi. Hanuness, OF course, ander normal conditions, in peacetime, 
you could reasontbly expeet a certain ntimber of men to be killed or 
die or commit suicide, could you not? 

Mr. Benar, Well, that is true, But f talked to a Maring gunnery 
serentnt who was with the Second Division in France, and he told 
mo—-it wits yesterday a week ayo--that they did not fore a single man 
through accidents; the only men they Jot in france in the Hecond 
Division were due to combat, 

Mr. UAannvas, Were they traveling at night 4 

Mr. Benos. They traveled at night. Me told ine that one officer 
went ont one night and turned on the headlights on his car, and Hie 
rosult was that a Geenan bomber came alow, and he said it blew bim 
and his ear all to pieces and killed 80 men, They bad to work at 
Ne in France just the same as they do now. 

Ir. Taos ason, Mr, Chairman, the War Departinent could give us 
the accurate information as to accidents. Why not get the accurate 
information rather than hearsay? 

Mv. Hanren, Was this a convoy working out of the camp in which 
your son is a selectec 4 

Mr, Benar, That. is right, 

Mr. Hanren, What is the name of the eamp?/ 

Mr, Berge. Mort Ord, It is near Monterey. 

Mr. Sitarrr of Michigan. What training bas your son had since 
he has been in the Arm 

Mr. Benop. Well, with riffes; that is all that I know of. We re- 
coived n letter from him recently. He sqid they have two machine 

ins and no tripods; they have two mortars, but they have never heen 

red, because they have no armmunition. 

Mr, Harren. When were you at your son’s camp? 

Mr. Benar. In March. 

Mr. Harter. You have never been in any other camps in the United 
States? 

Mr, Benar. No, sir. 

The Ciaran, ‘That is all; thank you, sir. 

The next witness is Mrs. Mary L. Arbogast, of Fort Thomas, Ky. 

Mrs. Groen. Mr. Chairman, may I ask one question? This is a very 
serious thing in my mind, and we have heard it said that if we appeared 
before this committee our boys who are in the eantonments would 
suffer. Is there any truth in that? 

The Crataman, No; there is nothing of that kind. 

Mrs. Arbogast, will you take the stand ? 
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Tho Cnamman, Mra, Arbogust, will you tell the committee, please, 
where you live, whom you are spenking for, and, if you represent 
sonie organization, tell us what it is, and give us your statement? 

Mra, Annoaast. I surely will, 

Ma, Chairman and mombers of the House Military Affairs Commit. 
tee, my name is Mary L. Arbogast. Lam a member of the Mothers 
of Sona Forum of Greater Cincinnati and am here in the interests 
of my four sons, allof whom ave or will be of military ago. My old- 
eat son, Lawrones A, Arbogast, is a draftees now stationed at Camp 
Hulten, ‘Tex, (Company C, One Hundred and Sixth Separate Bat- 
talion, Antiaireraft, Coast: Artillery). 

Tam nota preiflat, and FP believe in adequate national defense on 
land and sea and in the ain Tam quite sure that all of my sons 
would glady make any sacrifices necessary to repelian invader, Tam 
equally sure that each and every one of them would practiently have 
to be foreed Co fight another country’s battles on any foreign soil, 

Ido not claim to bea military expert but can never reconcile myself 
to the belief that our first line of defense is in the English Channel, 
Tho only reason that Lean advance for trying to ram this theory 
down our throats is that there must be some faets with which the 
American people are not aequainted, Could it be Chat there are sone 
underlying nancial interests at stakef PE would consider myself a 
very poor American if TP admitted that Hngland is fighting our war 
while wo content ourselves with merely being (ho “arsenal of democ- 
racy, 

Lam hore specifically to pines vyrninst. the extension of the period 
of training for draftees, Defense of this hemisphere should not need 
an Army of the magnitude possible under the Conscription Act, 
believe that vn standing Army should be built up on a vohunteor basis, 
and this eould easily be done by making the pay sufficient to be at- 
tractive, This would create an Army of much higher morale than 
our present policy of daking men indiscriminately from civilian life 
and forcing them (o remain in the Army against their wishes, 

T have personally talked to a number of draftees and find them ex- 
tremely dissatistied and resentful of the facet that those who were 
lucky enough not to be drafted aro making more money than they 
have ever made before. They ave almost unanimously of the opinion 
that the extension of time is being sought for only one purpose—to 
eventually send an expeditionary force to Europe and Asia, 

These boys and their parents resent. the manner in which this whole 
thing has been engineered. Certainly General Marshall knew last 
October that one year was not a sufficient leugih of time to make a 
soldier. Why did he not. speak then? Simply because the Selective 
Service Act would never have been passed had the time limit been 
indefinite. 

These boys went into the Army in good faith, confident. that their 
Government would not. double-cross them, I do not. like to dwell upon 
the state of the morale of our armed forces should their training period 
be extended indefinitely. 

I thank you. 
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Mr. Hanness, Mra. Arbogast, you mentioned the dissatisfaction on 
the part-of the men in camp because the men who were not drafted are 
making much more money, Do you think that if these men were paid 
nore money in camp they would be willing to stay another year? 

Mrs. Auscaasy, My hoy would never be satisfied to stay another 
year, He is¥8 years old, and he is taking a position in defense work, 

The Ciramaan, OF course you Filings Mis Arbogast, that the plan 
isto discharge these men who are 28 years of aged 

Mrs, Annouasr. P hope so. 

The Cuamsas, Thank you very much, Mra, Arbogast, 

The next witness is Mrs. Sadie Barry, representing Parents of 
Helectees, Taylorsport, Ky. 
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The Coamsaan. Mrs, Barry, you have a written statement, do youd 

Mrs. Batty, TE have just a few notes. 

The Cuamaan. You may make whatever statement you wish. 

Mrs. Banny, ain Mrs, Sadie Barry, and J represent the Parents 
of Selectecs, Tam from Taylorsport, Ky. Tam the mother of a 
selectee in the servie now, and FT have another gon who expects to 
be called alinost at once, Tam speaking in behalf of my son and 
these other boys who are soldiers in the camps. T have visited two 
camps besides the one my son is in, because [wanted to see and hear 
some of the conditions myself, : 

Mr. Hannees, What camps have you visited? 

Mire. Bauny. Tohave been at Kort Thomas, Ky., and T have also 
been at Cainp Knox. PF have visited two of the camps these boys 
are in 

The boys talked reluctantly, but. they will answer questions if you 
ask them to. One of the questions that T have asked is what they 
think of this extended service, and of course they all think that 
theiy Government should keep faith with them and let them out, or, 
if there is an emergency, that they should know what this emer- 
reney ix They also say “Shey expect us to do a man-sized job. 
Vhy don’t they treat ug as men and ask us to volunteer?° That is 
one of the things that they ask. 

One of the boys said, “We can't talk for ourselves; can’t you talk 
for us?” So T thought F would. 

I find that they are all patriotic American citizens, and are willing 
to defend this country here, and here alone. 

Another thing is the drafting of skilled mechanics and leaving a 
shortage in our plants; then they set up schools to train new men, 
with a shortage of skilled mechanics in the defense production. Tn 
the camp that my boy is in—he is at Fort Knox, Ky.—le is a ina- 
chinist ; a skilled mechanic. 

Mr. Suonr. How old is he? 

Mrs. Barry. He is 23 years old. 

Mr. Srrorr. Where did he work before he went to camp? 

Mrs, Barry. At the Bradford Machine Tool Co., Cincinnati. 

Mr. Snort. How long had he worked there 4 
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Mix, Banry, He had been there almost a year, and then die Jud 
been at the U.S, Pipe Foundry Co, before that. 

Mr, Snort. Is there a shortage of skilled men in those plants? 

Mrs, Barney, Absolutely. If you will go to them, they will tell 
you that there is, 

Tho Cuamman. Just one question: Did your son, when he filled out 
his questionnaire and entered the service under tho Selective Service 
and ‘Training Act, make any claim for deferment 

Mrs, Barry, Yes, sir; ho did, 

Tho Cramatan, On the ground that he was specially qualified for 
soime essential national defense work ¢ 

Mrs, Barry. Yes, sir; he did, and also the company he worked for 
tried to have him deferred. 

Mr, Tromason, Did he take that up with the local draft bourd? 

Mrs. Barry. He took it up with the local draft board, and the 
answer they gave—and my husband is also a machinist, and he also 
knows of the shortage of skilled mechanics, and he went to the local 
draft board himself and put it before the local draft board. ‘Then 
they suid, “They need the men in the Army as badly as they do in 
tho plante’—which we know is not 60, 

Mr, 'Trromason, Ts that what. the draft board told you? 

Mrs, Barry. That is what tho draft board told my husband, 

Ale Troarason, "That was the reason they gave for not deferring 
rim : 

Mrs, Barry, ‘That was the reason; even after the Bradford Machine 
Tool Co. made an appeal to try to have him deferred, 

Mr, Suorr, What draft board is this? ; 

Mrs. Barry, Draft board 85, over tho river, We live in Kentucky. 
Our home is in Kentucky, but this summer we are staying in Ohio 
to let our children go to school, and by our being over there he had 
registered, because he was over 'n Ohio at. the time, and he registered 
with draft board 35. 

Mr, Harter. Did he serve an apprenticeship in obtaining his train- 
ing as a machinist ¢ 

frs, Barry, Yos, sir. 
Mr, Harter. How long an apprenticeship did he serve? 
Mrs, Banry. I could not say exactly. My husband worked for years 
‘in the Pipe Foundry Co,, and he got him in as an apprentice; then he 
went from there to the Bradford Machine ‘Tool Co. 

Mr. Harter. Did he have a high-school education? 

Ars. Barry, He had 2 years in high school, 

Mr, Hanter, Then he went to work? 

Mrs, Barry, ‘Then he went to work, beeause he had this opportunity 
to go into the shop, 3 

Mr, Harter. To be an apprentice?’ 

Mrs. Barry, ‘To be an apprentice; yes. 

Also in this same barracks with my son is a die and machine-tool 
maker—a tool and die maker, I guess it is called; a welder, and my son. 
Those ave three skilled mechanics in one barracks. ‘Phen they are set- 
ting up schools for training others, and it seems to me that is kind 
of foolish when they have already some who aro trained there. 

Then I do know that they have not the equipment in the camps that 
they should have, We know that. There are not the guns and things 
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that they need. One boy at one of the cainps told me that there is a 
pond there, and he was put there to guard some civilians who went 
there to bathe. There were some men that. came there to go in the 
ond, and he told them they could not. They Jaughed at him and told 
vim, “You don’t oven have a guns what are you going to do about. it?” 
Of course he laughed and told me, “There was nothing I could do 
about it, because 1 didn’t have a gun.” 

So, of course they went in swimming in the pond that he was sup. 
posed to be guesting. 

‘The Cuamatan, Is your son in the Infantry ¢ 

Mrs. Barry. No, sir; he is not, 

Then L think that these draft boards, in fairness, should be inves- 
tigated, There should be some investigation about them. There are 
many reports of unfairness on the part of draft. boards—inen being 
tuken who should be exempt, and ties exempted who really should 
be there, I know of many people that make that complaint every 
day, and I know some that are justified in making those complaints. 

Then also there is the state of mind of many of these mothers. 
Yesterday a mother offered mea dollar to help me pay my way here. 
She had received a letter from her son stationed in California, telling 
her that if he had to stay longer thana year he would commit suicide; 
and you can imagine the state of mind that that mother is in at. the 
present time. T yave her what. encouragement I could and told her I 
was coming to talk to the committee, and she asked me to do what I 
could, because she could not come, And you see many, many cases of 
that kind. It is all this uncertainty; that is what it is.” We can 
truly say it is a war on our nerves; on the nerves of all mothers, 
There should be a definite period of service. Why should the period 
he extended when there are so many other boys tat should be there 
training, the sane ag these boys that are there? Why should the few 
that are there have to shoulder the burden while the e others are at 
homo at their jobs? Should they be there for the little pay they are 
getting? Ido not think it is fair. We know that they have not 
rot the equipment to train the men with. We know that. T know it, 
oe T have taken it on myself to visit the camps, and T have been 
there, : 

That is all [ have to say, Mr. Chairman. 

The Caamsan, Did your son appeal from the decision of the loral 
board to the Appeal Board on the question of his deferment on the 
ground that he was a skilled mechanic and needed in the tool 
production pear of national defense? 

Mrs. Barry. No, sir; he appealed to the local draft board, 

The Ciataaan. You mean he went before the local draft board ? 

Mrs, Barry. To the local draft board. 
ne CUAIEAN: But he did not. take an appeal to the local appeal 
NTC 

Mrs. Barry. He did not understand that. That was when it first 
came out, and he really did not understand that until later, 

The Cnainsan. All right; thank you, Mrs. Barry. 

Mr. Snort, This insignia that you have, and that the other lady is 
wearing, is an American eagle, is it not? 

Mrs, Barry. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Suorr. It looks a little better than the British lion. 
[Applause.] 

Mrs. Barry. I do not want you to think that my son is asking me 
to come and do anything like this. I am talking for my son, and a 
lot of people tell us that it will be held against our sons who are in 
the service, 

The CHatmnman. You hear a great many things on the outside that 
have no foundation, 

That finishes the list of witnesses that I have here, 

Mrs. Benae. You have not heard me yet. May I plense be heard? 

Tho CHamman. We will be glad to hear you, Mrs, Benge. 


STATEMENT OF MRS. LUCINDA BENGE, CINCINNATI, OHIO 


Mrs, Benap. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. The first 

thing I am going to have to do is to amplify a few of the statements 
that my husband made about the accidents. Somo of that informa- 
tion he had of his own knowledge, as he explained to you. Some of 
the things I myself learned from talking to boys at Camp Shelby 
who were home on furlough, and I do want to explain this, 
. The accidents seemed to be of this sort: The accidents seemed to be 
from overcrowding of trucks and inexperienced drivers. Quite often 
the boys fall off and are crushed or hurt under the wheel. But one of 
the most serious and inexcusable causes of accidents is the practice 
of commanders in having one group mancuver next. to another group 
who are asleep. That is, they have one group fighting and the other 
group asleep, 

Now, these boys sleep in sleeping bags and quite often in the ex- 
citement close to them a truck will buck over these boys while they 
are asleep. ‘They have no protection at all, and the only protection 
that these boys have devised for themselves is that they have learned 
to find a tree and put their heads against. 2 good-sized tree with 
the idea that they will block the truck as it comes along. 

Mr. Suorr. If you will permit an interruption: you can reason- 
ably expect, however, in maneuvers, where so many men are involved, 
that there would be a reasonable number of accidents? 

Mrs. Benor. I realize that. 

Mr. Snort. And you appreciate the difficulty of whipping a large 
body of men into doe i 

Mrs," BENor, ‘I think I should explain that during the World War 
I was chiof clerk of a draft. board, and I know the percentage of 
accidents, and I know the things that happen where groups of men 
are being trained, just the same as there will be industrial accidents 
where men are unskilled. I understand that perfectly. 

The chief source of trouble seems to be this, from what I can learn. 
The officers themselves are, too many of them, untrained themselves, 
and tho boys understand that, and the chief source of training, guid- 
ance, and counsel seems to come from one source, and that is the 
Regular Army duty sergeants who are skilled mon, but, of course 
they do not have the authority that the commissioned oflicer woul 
1aAVe, 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I shall proceed, if you will allow me to. 
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The Cramman. You may proceed. 

Mrs, Benar. Mr. Chairman and members of the Military Affairs 
Committee, my name is Luncinda E. Benge. I am here to protest tho 
declaration of a national emergency, designed as a smokescreen for the 
lengthening of the term of drafted men, I come in behalf of my own 
son, and other drafted men, who have been deprived of the right of 
free speech, 

Tor the past 8 years the people of this country have been enduring 
a penned economy, ‘That having failed, we are now being asked to 
submit to a planned emergency, as a preliminary to a planned war. 
The majority of the people of this country know that there is no 
national emergency. ‘There is not even national hysteria, although 
millions have been spent in propaganda to create that. condition, 
The term “emergency” in this case 1s most certainly a misnomer, as 
plans for the emergency have been in progress for a long time. 
They became apparent at the time of the enactment of the gold bill, 
in 1934, which was designed evidently to involve the United ‘States in 
joint ownership with Britain of most of the world’s gold, so that. we 
would be inseparably joined to her foreign interests. Having com- 

yleted plans for common currency, common defense was the next step. 
Carles of the Constitution of the United States put out by authority 
of joint House and Senate resolution, under date of August 25, 1935, 
contain a highly significant statement. Following Article 18, “Slavery 
Abolished,” we find a parenthesis containing these words: 
The drafting of men for military service does not violnte this amendment, as a 
soldier is not n slave. 


The Sesquicentennial Commission which authorized this publication 
was mado up of the President, Vice President, Senator Ashurst for 
the Senate, and Representative Sol Bloom for the House. It appears 
from this that plans had even then been laid for the process of condi- 
tioning the people for peacetime conscription. 

When the conscription act was enacted in September 1940 it was 
accepted by parents and men subject to it as a measure necessary for 
national defense, for the period stipulated—1 year. Those men are 
willing to abide by the contract into which they entered in good faith. 
Webster’s unabridged dictionary gives this definition of the word 
“defense :” “Resistance to or protection from attack.” The proposed 
declaration of a national emergency is designed to lengthen the term of 
service of these boys for the purpose of waging aggressive warfare— 
for we have not been attacked. It violates both the letter and spirit 
of the conscription act, entitled as “An act to provide for the common 
defense.” 

The bald truth of the matter is this: Theso boys made this contract 
with the Government and they are fulfilling it. Now the Government 
secks to alter the contract materially and to bar them from protest 
which would prevent such alteration. It is significant that for the 
first 2 months after the Conscription Act was put into operation, 
induction papers carried the statement that the period of service was 
1 year.” Lato in February 1041 it was learned that induction papers 
carried no reference as to the length of the training period. About 
March 15, United States district attorneys were called to Washington 
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to discuss measures for lengthening the draft period. In other words, 
4 months ago the administration was already seeking means by which 
they could evade the 1-year-service provision of the Draft Act. Ap- 
parently, it has been decided that a national emergency will furnish 
that method, 

One by one the constitutional rights of drafted men have been 
taken from them. However, they and their parents still possess the 
constitutional right “to possess and bear arms” in order to maintain a 
free Rovenimont: The majority of the people of this country have 
signified that they want no part in a foreign war. You, ag our repre- 
sentatives, know that. If you continue to ignore the spoken wishes 
of the majority of the people, you will have to suffer the consequences, 
The responsibility rests entirely with Congress whether or not our 
Nation will continue as a freo one in order to preserve our heritage 
of freedom, j 

I want to thank you very much, Mr, Chairman and gentlemen, for 
vour courtesy. 

Tho Crrairstan, The next witness is Mrs. Waters. 


STATEMENT OF MRS. AGNES WATERS, REPRESENTING WE, THE 
MOTHERS, MOBILIZED FOR AMERICA, INC., CHICAGO, Il. 


Mrs. Wavers. Mr. Chairman, my name is Agnes Waters, T rep- 
sent millions of voters in America. 

The Crammatan. You asked for 5 minutes time. 

Mrs. Warers. I represent We, The Mothers, Mobilized for Amer- 
ae Inc. with headquarters at 387 West Van Buren Street, Chicago, 

We are organized in every congressional district in America. We 
are organized in every precinet for peace. 

I do not merely represent the mothers of America; I represent the 
voters of America in every congressional district. I would like to say 
we intend to maintain peace in America, 

T am here to say that I am opposed to this bill because I feel 
it is an outrage that we Americans are being continuously forced to 
defend those punted pics for which our forefathers fought and died 
and upon which they built this country. 

This bill sets up a state of crisis, By whom are we gravely 
threntened ? 

This bill is an onslaught against our form of government. It 
sets up a dictatorship and inaugurates a military form of government. 

President Roosevelt has already set the stage for war with his 
declaration: of an “unlimited emergency,” which he is trying to 
have ratified by this iniquitous bill. YT believe in national defense 
but. this bill proposes the wrong kind of national defense. It will 
make of us a dictator nation, a militaristic nation, and dictatorships 
and militaristic nations are exactly the antithesis of our form of 
government, ‘They embody all that civilization is opposed to. 
~ This proposed so-called amendment. or extension of service to the 
Selective Training Service Act and the act itself would put our 
Amorican manhood in a strait jacket if not ina shroud. For thou- 
sands it will mean suffering, disease, insanity, and death, 
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The suffering of millions more will entail as a result. of the loss 
of these dear ones, and dire poverty will follow in the wake should it 
be enacted, This is the raul not only to war but to revolution. 

The subtle pleas of the interventionists and communistic pro- 
ponents of this measure should fool no one, It is a war measure, 
not a defense bill,-and it jeopardizes the lives of every one in the 
United States. The dictator powers it confers on the President 
should be sufficient warning to all alert. Americans to be on their 
guard, 

The proposed concentration of tremendous armed strength at home 
would make us an armed camp and invite war, but when this great 
power is placed in the hands of one man it at once becomes a menace 
to all our liberties, 

History is repeating itself now with Roosevelt here. There. is 
little doubt that the President of the United States has committed 
the American people to war. 

f you gentlemen will believe me, Iam not merely reading a state- 
ment; I am telling you something so important. to the American 
people that I think IT should be given the courtesy of attention. 

want to say now that. [ have had to fight for every step of the way, 
and if you gentlemen—--— 

The Cuairman, Just «© minute. 

Mrs. Warens, Will you listen, please? You gentlemen know me, 
and you know what I said at the time of the repeal of the embargo. 
You know that [ have said that this is a Jew plot. You remember 
at. the time of the repeal of the embargo T said to you, “You are 
taking us to war,” and you said, “No, this is a pence measure.” But 
the facts today prove it was the road to war, : 

Now, today, when you stand before the country on this measure, 
this means war, And you are well aware that it means war, You 
cannot explain to the American people that it is a measure for 
pence, 

We want national defense. We do not want our boys sent to war, 
Ute do not want to have such a crisis set up that will ratify this Jew 
plot. : 

IT have presented you time and time again with the secret. protocols 
of the Elders of Zion, which shew how hundreds of years ago this 
very plot was being evolved, that now is being perfected hy the 
New Dealers involving the American people, written by the Jews 
with their pen dipped in the blood of Christians, for the destruction 
of the world, : 

This plan means a world revolution financed with our money and 
we are to become a part of the Soviet Republic. We are to join 
with Great Britain and Soviet. Russia in the Jew plot of “union now” 
and Great Britain is to be defeated and surrender to Hitler, and 
then Stalin is to sweep the world, and we have the man in the White 

House advocating this bill. I have asked you before and ask you 
now that you will not listen to him and bring about a situation until 
the American flag is supplanted by the Communist. flag, and we be- 
come a part of the Union of Socialist. Soviet Republics via militaristic 
dictatorship and involuntary servitude, and innocent blood off our 
people; I have a few more words to say, and I hope you will listen. 
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History is repeating itself now with Roosevelt here. There is little 
doubt that the President of the United States has committed the 
American people to war. It has been disclosed that a secret pact 
has been made beween the United States and Soviet Russia against 
Japan, and probably against the entire world, and there are other 
secret pacts. 

T have offered you the White Papers discovered in the archives in 
Poland, in which they said it was promised by the Jew Bullitt whose 
mother’s name was Gross-Horowitz, that we would get into it. And 
we ave going into it step by step now. But we will not go in unless 
you take us in with this bill, and if we go in you have to take us in 
against our will. If they create any incidents, those incidents are 
Jewish plots for the destruction of this country by a planned “New 
Deal” or “New World Order” or the “Hour Freedoms,” 

The Ciramman. Your time has expired, 

Mrs. Waters. I will submit a brief containing the balance of it. 

General Marshall, who represents the President, of course can take 
hours, but: poor women who represent millions of American people 
all over the country cannot be heard, 

Will you give me another time to talk to you? I have a fow more 
things to say. 

The Cramaan, We have given you nearly an hour and a half. 

Mrs. Waters. You have given mo just 5 minutes, You have not 

iven us anything like the amount of time you have given to the admin- 
istration. 

Tho Cramrman. We do not need your criticism here. 

Mrs. Warens, I think the American people are entitled to say a 
fow things. 

Tho Cramman, Your testimony is going in the record as you have 
stated it. 

Mrs. Warens, ‘Then I will say this, Mr. Chairman, that you have 
always been courteous to me; you have been most courteous, but I 
hope you will let mo have 5 minutes more. I never had any fight with 
anv of you men on the Hill. 

The Cuairman. You heard me say in the beginning that we are 
desperately pressed for time, 

Mrs, Warers, I know, There was one other thing I would like 
to say, and that is that this bill is unconstitutional, 

The Cramman, The House is in session, and I have a conference 
report on an important bill, 

Mrs, Warers. May I extend my remarks and offer a further state- 
ment? 

Tho Cramman. You can submit a memorandum to me and if I 
think it is proper, I will put it in the record. 

Mrs, Waiers. I have for years submitted statements before this 
committee on measures, which have never been put in the record 
because they were too hot stuff for you. 

Tho Cuairnman, ‘Tho committee will go into executive session at 
this time. 

(Thereupon, the committee proceeded to the consideration of oxecu- 


tive business after which it adjourned.) 
(The following was submitted for the record :) 


REMOVE RESTRICTIONS ON NATIONAL DEFENSE 159 


STATEMENT BY SEYMOUR ETKIN, SECRETARY, WASHINGTON 
KEEP AMERICA OUT OF WAR COMMITTEE 


The Washington Keep America Out of War Committee 1s a membership or- 
ganization secking to enroll ath those persons who agree with its purpose. 

It works for— 

1, An amendment to the Constitutlon to give the people the right to voto 
for war or peace, In the meantime, Congress should authorize an advisory 
referendum before it votes to declire war, 

2. A negotiated perce—not an appensement-to-Hitler peace but a Just peace 
for the belligerents and the conquered nations. . 

3. World cooperation among nations with Justice for all. 

4. An extension of democracy, civil Ubertles, and security at home. 

It works agalnst— 

1 Armament: economies, 

2, Extension of conscription or allowing it to become permanent in peacetime, 

3. Dangerous legislation that will draw us closer to the war, 

4, Intowcrance, racial discrimination, denial of workers’ rights, and infringe- 
ment of freedom of speech, 

The members of our organization are Government workers, non-Government 
workers, students, housewlves. They come from almost every State in. the 
Union. Aflitated to the Keep America Out of War Congress, our group, like 
its parent, Js organized to promote pence, to extend ow democracy, and to 
strengthen our security against want, It is unalterably opposed to all 
letatorships. 

KEEP AMERICA OUT OF WAR CONGRESS 


National Chatsman.—John T. Flynn, 

Vice chatrmen.—Osear Ameoringer, John Haynes Holmes, Paul Wutehingon, 
Bishop Paul Jones, Oswald Garrlson Villard, 

Governing committca—Devere Allen, Rabbt Phillp 8. Bernstein, Dr, Charles 
I, Boss, Jr, Dorothy Dunbur Bromlcy, Rey, Allan Knight Chalmers, Dorothy 
Detzer, Albert W, Hamilton, Sidney Hertzberg, Abridiam Kaufman, Frederick J, 
Labby, Minute Lurye, Lenore G, Marshall, Mrs. Seth M. Militken, A. J. Muste, 
Ray Newton, Mildied Scott Olmsted, Norman Thomas, Bertram D, Wolfe. 

Staff.—Mary W. Hillyer, executive director; Alice 1. Dodge, organization secre- 
tary; Henry W. Dyer, associate secretary; Fay Bennett, youth seeretury, 

Mid- Weel ofice.—T40 Rush Street, Chicago, HL, Kenneth Cuthbertson, exccutive 
secretary, 

Washington ofice,—632 Seventeenth Street, Washington, D, C., Seymour Etkin, 
secretary, 


(Prepared by Washington chapter, Keep America Out of War Congress, 532 
Seventeenth Street NW., Washington, D, C.) 


On WAS IT CAMPAIGN ORATORY? 


Tt will be a breach of faith to the men in the selective service camps, to thelr 
parents, to thelr wives, sweethearts, and friends, if the Congress extends the 
term of service of selectees, 

This {8 the only conclusion one can draw after rereading the hearings for 
compulsory nillitary training and service before the Senate Military Affairs 
Comin. ttee that were held in July 1040, 

It fs apparent that during the debate on the passage of the original Selective 
Service Act last summer muny of those who appeared before this Senate com- 
mittee In support of the act did so with the understanding that the perlod of 
service would be only 8 or, at the most, 12 months, 

“diant Army” not proposed.—One of the most ardent supporters af the Con- 
scription Act was Grenville Clark, chairman, National Emergency Committee 
of tha Milltary Training Camps Association of the United States, New York, 
N.Y. He was questioned ag follows: 
ane ReyNotps. How many men do you propose to draft in the first 
nstance 

“Mr. Crank, We are proposing nothing definite as to that, sir. Right there 
was another misapprehension, net on our part, but in the press, which I want 
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to clear away. There was some unfortunate publicity to the effect that his bill 
would create a “glant army.” It hias no purpose of that sort ut all’? 

At another point In his testimony before the Senate Military Affalrs Com- 
mittee, Mr. Clark made the following statement: 


“We want to make sure that this bill fits Into the existing structure. We 
have our Regular Army. We have the Nattonal Guard. This bIH Is not 
intended to destroy or impair ecither, It ts intended to help them. 

“Now this ts the way we argued it out: It is inconceivable that Congress 
would pass a law that would gust draft a few hundred thousand men out of our 
whole population and put them In a long service of enlistment, the enlistment 
of the professional soldier. That is not democratic and it fs not fair * «© ** 


Senator Burke, one of the sponsors of the act, was himself under the jm- 
pression that only 8 months training would be required, Addressing Mr. Clark 
on the problem of returning men to civilian Ife, Senator Burke said: 


“One other polnt in connection with that (the question of deferments for 
family men). T have had hundreds of letters from men within this age limit 
of 21 to 45 saying, ‘What proviston 1s going to be made for me to get my Job 
back? [I want to train. TF wlth be delghted to go for 8 months but T have Just 
worked up into a steady Job now. Am I going to start all over again at the 
foot as the result of this legislation when my 8 months’ tratuing is dyer?" 


It was obvious to Senator Schwartz, another supporter of the act, that the 
length of service would be but 8 months. During testimony by Cob, Jullus Ochs 
Adler, Senator Schwartz ursked the rhetorical question: 


"Do you think that a young American {is going to lose his patriotism and 
disregard the welfare of his country simply because he 1s struck on some girl 


and will have to be away for 8 months; 
Further In his testimony, Colonel Adler sald: 


“And the other point on ft, Senator (Burke), 1s that Congress will have to 
appropriate for whatever men are called. And, we went even further, to 
indleate to the Nation that we were not trying to harness a permanent, tre- 
mendous army on them, by putting at the very end of the DIN: this Jaw is 
only good for xo many years, and has to be renewed. 

“We are very sincere that we are not making any effort to make it 
permanent.” 


The questions that follow speak for themselves: 


“Senator GQuanny. Do you think that this 8 months’ training perfod {ts long 
enough, or that ft should be 12 months or some other number of months? 
“QGoneral Haskey. (Gen. William N. Haskell, commanding the New York 
Natlonat Guard]: * * ® I think that 8 months’ training, full-time training, 
wll dos will nake a good soldier. I think that our average time was 9 months 
in the last war and they got a bad start. If we have the equipment to train 
them with, I think that the soldier can be trained in 9 months fn any arm 
of the service.* 
* * * s s * 4 
“Colonel ApLen. My thought on ft 18 that 8 months would bo just about the 
right perlod, particularly assuming, as we all agree, that this is an emergency 
and that there would not be any holldays; the men would work on Saturdays 
and Wednesdays as they do any other time, and that the hours would be longer ; 
nnd I think you could get in in 8 months what In peacetime might take some 
15 or 16 months.’ 
e e 6 md * * * 
“Senator Downey. Before you leave that, may I ask this, Colonel? I under- 
stand that it is your Impression that with 8 months’ training you can turn out 


1 |Tearinga for compulsory military training and service before the Committee on Milltary 
Affairs, United States Senate, July 8, 5, 10, 11, and 12, p. 18 
. 4 Hearings, ibid. p. a6. 
4 Hoarings, tbid., p, 86, 
« Hearings, ibid., p. 78 
* Hearings, tbid., p, 72. : 
* Hearinga, ibid., p. 54. 
t Hearlnga, ibid., p. 70, 
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a soldier who js about as efficient in this new mechanized warfare as if he had 
had 2, 3, or 4 years’ training? Is that your conclusion? 

“Colonel Saspers (Col, Lewis Sanders, New York, N, Y¥.). Under ordinary 
peacetime Army training methods; yes! 

“Colonest Frost [Lt. Col, Werbert TH. Frost}. I recommend that the training 
period be 12 months.” ® 


Oost per man figured on 8-montha period.—In calculating the costs of muain- 
tatning the seleetees, 8 months’ service was the basis used: 


“Senntor ReyNoips. I waut to ask what you think would be the cost: per 
man of keeping him, feeding him, housing him, and fustructing him; the cost 
of these troops, as well as taking jute consideration the transportation of the 
men {nto the cumps. About what do you think would be the approximate cost 
perman? I (hluk that the Congress and (hese gentlemen are a Ittle bit {nterested 
in the costs, 

“Senator Downey. Yes. 

“Colonel Ssnpens. I do not have detaMed Information on that, sir; but I 
think Colonel Adler's estimates are between four and six hundred dollars per 
man for 8 months’ training Is pretty close to the ¢ruth. 

“Mr. Clark, I think, estimated Chat as about $100, did you not, Mr. Clark? 

“Mr, Crank. I think Colonel Donovan mentioned $400. 1 thought it was a 
trifle low and we went over that further in the conference Jato’ tu the day. 

“T think that Colonel Donovan agreed that that was a trifle low and that 
this Nyure thut Colonel Adler mentioned of $100 or S6CO for 8 montirs—not a 
year—let us not forget that it fs figured out on that basis. I think that ts 
more Hke fit, * * *” 


* * * * * * * 


“Senator REYNoLps, That cost per man of about $100 for 2,000,000 men would 
be about $800,000,000 annually, 

“Senator Downky. hat is Just for 8 months 

“Senator Reyxotos, I meant to say 8 months. That would be $800,C00,000, 

"Colonel SANvERS. Yes, slr, 

“Sonator JoMNSON of Colorado, Tt would be $1,200,000,000 per year. 

“Senator Downey. $1,200,000,C00 a year, Senator’ ™ 


Mducatore assumed 1 year service.—Some of the leading educators of our 
Natlon supported the conseription bill with the understanding that the perlod 
of training would be 1 year or less. 

Dr. George F. Zook, president of the Amertean Council on Education, Wash- 
ington, D. ©, gave his unqualified endorsement of the bil, but he also made 
this statement: 


“It is our bellef that when a young man 21 years of age Is called up and 
ig enrolled in college or in a university, the university will attempt to arrange 
hig work so that he ean complete it before he {s actually selected or provide 
some other way by which he can complete it after the 8 months of compulsory 
service Is over, 

“We think that is ancindlcation of the intense desire on the part of the 
institutions to be as cooperative as possible in this situation.’*” 


Dr. Guy EK. Snavely, executive director of the association of American Col- 
leges, safd his organization also favored the Selective Service and Training Act, 
but Included in his testimony the following: 

“Dr. Conant {a a member of our board. IT had a long-distance telephone 
conversation with him yesterday, and he plead with me to see that the ages 
18 to 21 be not Included In any military training or service, and furthermore 
he said, ‘Please use all the Influence you have to give them an opportunity 
to have thelr schooling; not disrupt thelr schooling’; because, after all, as I 
sald previously, that 18 a small group, and if you take them out of school for 
9 months, or 8 months, or 12 months, 2 grent many of them will lose the 
habit of studying and never go back again, and we need educated leaders.” * 


* Hearings, tbid., p. 83. 

® Hearings, ibid., p. 308. 
0 Hearings, Ibid, p. 102. 
1 Hearings, ibid., p. 102. 
19 Hearings, lbid., p. 121. 
19 Hearings, ibid., p. 188, 
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Compulsory milttary training for a@ pertod of from 8 to 12 monthsa—Ap- 
pearing on behalf of the Amertean Federation of Government Employees, a 
unfon of Federal workers, Mr. Charles I. Stengle satd: 

“T want to say in the beginning of my remarks that the group which I repre- 
sent is 100 pereent American and ready to do its part In any way toward 
furthering national preparedness, We have, however, without taking any 
decided stand on the question of compulsory military training, met with con- 
siderable distress and disturbance of mind over the question of what will 
happen to many of our people were they ealled in to compulsory inflitary train 
ing. Many of them have been employed by the Government for many yeurs. 
They have, established thefr homes and are now paying for them, largely on 
the fnstallment plan, Many of them have families to support. Many of them 
have dependent fathers and mot) ers to support, and as they look at the pleture 
from the outside before this con mittee makes its report to the Senate of the 
United States they are wondering what will become of them were they ordered 
into compulsory military training tor a perlod of from 8 to 12 months (italles 
supplied}, and at the expiration of that perfod find that their fobs are gone 
because of thelr absence from thet dally work for the Government.” 


Idea wae to spread military sorvice throughout Nation.—Drig, Gen. Willan BH. 
Shedd, Jv, Assistant Chief of Staff, G-1 (personnel), War Department, had 
this to say: 

“a @ © TT feel that regardless of whether we can procure the men by 
voluntary enlistinents or not, the princtples of selective service are so fair, so 
Just, and so democratic, they produce the men we need at the time we need 
them; they spread the requirements of military service over the entire personnel 
of the countiy in suelo a just and proper way that T belleve that those reasons 
are so compelling we should adopt selective service even if we could fil our 
requirements by voluntary enlistments.’> 


STATEMENT OF FrevenicK J. Lippy, ExXkOuTIVE SPURETARY OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
FOR PREVENTION OF WAR, WASHINGTON, 1), Cy 


(Submitted to the House Milltary Affaiva Committee on the extension of the 
term of service of draftees, Reserye oflicers, and the Natlonal Guard, and 
related proposals) 


Jury 28, 1041, 


Mr. Chairman and Members of the House Milllary Affairs Committee, three 
proposils are before Congress: 

1, Yo extend indefinitely the term of service of draftees, National Guardsmen, 
and Reserve officers beyond the 12 months specified In the draft law; 

2. To authorize an Indeflutte fnerease in the number of draftees beyond the 
present mit of £00,000 serving at any one time; 

3. To permit draftees fn our Army to be sent anywhere in the world (the 
draft law forblds sending them outside of the Western Hemisphere and our 
possessions). 

Ench of these proposals would give more power to the President at the expense 
of Congress, The President would hold the draftees in the Army as long as 
he deems necessary, The President would determine the number of draftees 
to be conscripted. The President would have power to send the draftecs to 
Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, or the Ishinds of the seas. 


IF CONGRESS DECLARES A NATIONAL EMERGENOY, IT MEANS ALL-OUT WAR 


The President has asked Congress to declare a national emergency. The 
effect would be to permit retention of draftees and, as some Congressmen believe, 
aud as we fear, sending them anywhere In the world, with the responsibility upon 
Congress. In any ease, the moral effect of such a, declaration, both abrond and 
at home, would be substantially that of a declaration of war, 

Tho following arguments are offered in support of the Administration's 
proposals: 

1, That the safety of this country is imperiled; 


4 Hearings, ibid., p. 201. 
# Hearings, {bid., o 353, 
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2. That the Ariny will “disintegrate” If the draftees go home at the end of 
thelr 1-year term of gerylee; 

3. That the extension of the term of serylee wih not break faith with the 
draftees because the draft law ftkelf provided that “whenever the Congress 
has declared that the national interest fs imperiled,” the term of service can 
be extended, 


OPPONENTS OF THE ADMINIBERATION’S PROPOBALS DENY BACH OF THESE TIRED CLAIMS 


(1) A little reflection shows that the country fs not in immediate perll of 
attack, since all potential cnemles are oceupled with their cnemles nearer home; 
our immediate danger comes from the aggressive policies of our own Government, 
which threaten to involye us in the Buropean war vin Iceland or in protecting 
British and other Interests In the Far Bast. Some predict that we shall get inte 
the European war by pollelng Latin America, Our Army was not conseripted for 
these purposes, 

(2) The Army will not “disintegrate” If we keep faith with the draftees, 
beenuse the Inductlons Into service have been staggered, Of the first 000,000, 
400,000 have not yet been Inducted and have a full year to serve. Nearly 400,000 
have only recently been Inducted and have from 7 to 11 months to serve. Only 
19,000 will complete thelr term of service before the end of 1941, 15,600 In 
November, and 6,000 In December, To fll the vacaneles whea these men go home 
a new draft of men who have reached 21 tn the past year has Just been hetd, 

With regard (o the National Guard, the situation Is equally favorable to keeping 
falth. Only 67 of the 156 units now fn service will complete Ghefr 12 months 
hefore the end of 1041, As for Reserve officers, ouly 65,000, which is approximately 
one-half of the number avallable, have so far been called and they could) be 
replaced with the advantage of giving (raining to the other half. 

(3) The violation of faith davolved in these proposals fs so fundamental that 
the wording of the law falls (0 touch the real issue, These men were inducted 
to defend this hemisphere and our possessions If attreked. Both major polltieal 
purties had Just adopted solemn edges which meant that the conseripts were 
not being called to Might in foreign wars, 

The Republican platform sald: “Lhe Republican Party fs firmly opposed. to 
involving this Nation tn foreign war.” 

The Democratic platform safd: “We will not partielpate fn forelgn wars, and 
we wlll not send our Army, naval, or alr forces to Nght fa foreign Jands outside 
of the Amerie:ts, except In ease of attack.” 

The Prostdent repeated these pledges agasn and again and again before a single 
drafter was called into service... Typleal is the following quotation from the 
President’s address fu Boston, October 80, 19105 “Your boys are not gotng to be 
sent Into any foreign wars. Lhey are going into training to form a force so 
strong that, by Its very existence, It will keep the threat of war far away from 
our shores, ‘The purpose of our defense 1s defense,” 

The contract with the draftees was based upon these repeated pledges. We 
are breaking the contract and undermining their morale if we send them to 
Nght and dle in foreign lands, 


NOT GANNON FODDER FOR BTALIN NOR FOR CHURCHILL 


These men are in danger of being betrayed also from another equally im- 
portant angle. ‘They were not conseripted to fight for Stalin nor for Communisin, 
They were not conscripted to fight for Churehill’s war alms. They were con- 
scripted ta defend their own country, It {8 the duty of Congress to protect 
them In thelr rights, 


BRITISH GENERALB LOOK FOR ANOTITER AVE.F, 


The famous Britlsh generals, Wavell and Auchinicck, told Harold Denny, 
New York ‘Times correspondent, that great American armies are going to be 
needed to defent Uitler, “American manpower will be needed In this war 
as much as in the lest,” was General Auchinieck’s frank statement, 


OUTPOST THEORY MEANS POLICING WORLD 


If the claim is made that the draftees must be held In order to man such 
remote outposts as Iceland and perhaps the Azores, with a view to defending 
Amerlea from across the ocetn, one has only to examine this theory carefully 
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to reject it. Carried to its logical outcome, this reasoning would require our 
Army to selze the Azores In order to protect the Atlantic and then seize Portu- 
gal in order to protect the Azores; our occupation of Iecland would lead to our 
establishment of bases.in northern Ireland and Scotland to guard Iceland, ‘Lo 
protect Alaska we should soon be seizing bases in Siberia. This is old-fashioned 
imperlallsm under a new name. Its logical end would be an attempt to police 
the whole world. Our draftees were not conscripted for any such purpose, 


Kansas Ciry, Mo., July 18, 1941. 
rion, ANDREW J. May, Chairman, House Military Affatrs Commtttec, 
United States Congress, Washington, D. C.y 

As commander in chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States 
T have just completed a tour that has taken me into all parts of the country. I 
am contident America’s overseas veterans of ovr previous wars heartily endorse 
Chief of Staff General George C. Marshall’s appeal for legislitfon that will 
retain our present armed forces tntact. We believe ft is absolutely necessary 
to maintata our present Army forces intact and to facrease the present strength 
of the Army with additional personnel. We favor repeal of that portion of the 
selective service Jaw which limits time and place of service for those men who 
have been and are velug mobilized In our present national emergency. “he men 
who compose our Kegular Army, National Guard, and selective service units 
have been merged to create one great untfled military force. Release of any of 
these mon at thls tlme will destroy our entire army structure, creating utter 
confusion and chaos in the attempt to bulld an effictent military organization. 
This disintegration of our Army will greatly imper!! our national interests and 
security. Such actlon would be as foolhardy as complete demobilization and 
disarmament. If Congress permits destruction of the defense machine we have 

been building during this past year, we can be sure the axis powers will be 
encouraged to bolder attacks upon our national welfare, The American people 
have already indicated thelr willingness to make every necessary financial sac- 
rifice for nattonal defense purposes. I am convinced the people expect Congress 
to support the expert advice and recommendations of our military leaders. 

Commander In Chief Joseru OC, MunkNprz, 
Veterans of Forcign Ware of United States. 


THe AMERICAN LEGION, 
Keun Boaas Post, No. 49, Inc., 
Williamson, W. Va., July 24, 1941. 
Congressman ANDrEW J. MAY, 
Washington, D. 0. 

Dean ConaressMAN: Attached hereto fs a resolution adopted by our post on 
Tuesday, July 22, 1941. It fs our unanimous opinion that the sentiments ex- 
pressed In the resolution should be the policy of our Government during present 
emergency. ; 

We sincerely trust that you will concur with us and that you will support 
the leginlation pertaining to this subject. 

With best wishes and kindest personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
8. P. GoopMan, 
Commander Eph Boggs Post, No. 49, ° 
the American Legton, 
RESOLUTION . 


Whereas due to the world-embracing aggression of the Axis Powers, whose 
belllgerent campaign is tapidly encircling the democracies in Burope and 
threatening cur own Goverament, a natlonal emergency and erlsis exists; and, 
. Whereas under the Seleccive Service Act, Iimitatlons and restrictions relative 
to tenure of service are imposed on all selectees; and 

Whereas manufacture of implements and munitions of war has not kept paco 
with the numer of men Inducted into service and as a consequence, those 
men have not received the benefit of the military training to which they are 
entitled; and, . 
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Whereas the national crisis apparently becomes more acute from day to day 
sand a substantial Increase In the complement of the armies of the United 
States appears essential to the sufety of our form of government, rather than 
u decrease that would be entailed by a dismissal from the service of selectees 
and Natlonal Guard men who have served their 1 year; now therefore be it 

Resolved by Eph Bogys Post, No, 49, Department of West Virginia, the 
Amertean Legion, That members of the National Guard and particularly selec- 
tees up to the age of 28 years, who are now tn the service of the United States, 
be kept In the Army so long as the present emergency exists or untll they have 
tae adequafe training with proper equipment for actual combat; and, be 

urther 

Resolved, That additional enlisted men and gelectees be inducted Into service 
ns rapidly as equipment and training faellitles can be supplied and that the 
maximum manpower of the Army be left to the discretion of the Chief of Staff 
of the United States Army; and, be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Senators Kilgore 
und Roster, and Congressman Kee, of the State of West Virginia, Seniutors 
Barkley and Chandler, and Congressmin May, of the State of Kentucky, and 
to G. Stantey Hamrle adjutant of the Department of ;West Virginia, the 
American Leglon, for pubieation in the West Virginia Leglomatre, 
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